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Aggravation of Sinne. 


He ſubjed# is the funfulneſſe of ſinne. Page 1 
? The miſchievoms effetts of the evill of ſiane, , 2 


I. 1t hath debaſed the ſoule. ibid, 
I. In an infant, | 
2. Ntdefiles the ſte 2. Totally, 3 
3. Eternally. 
| 3. 1t robs the ſoule of the image of God. ibid. 
4. It robs a man of God himfelfe. 4 
5. It was the firſt founder of bell. ibid. 


* Theeſſence of ſinne ts the cauſe of all theſe evils, ibid, 
S$;8 an evil that containes all the evils in the world. ibid, 
F. It 6 the cauſe of ſorrows and diſeaſes, and all evils, 5 
2. There i ſome peculiay miſchief in (inne, not found in 
other evils, as a_—_ 7p divers inſlances, ibid. 
Queſt. What trapſcendency of evil is inthe eſſence of ſinne, 
that makes it above all other evil, 7 
Anſwer, It is contrary ts God,and all that s bs, ibid. 
I. 1t i contrary to his eſſence, to his exiſteuce, and bee- 


ing. ibid, 
2. Itis contrary toall his attributes which are hi name, 

as to himſelf, and what ever is hs. ibid. 

I. Tohis lawes and ordinances. 2 

2. To bis favourites. ; ibid. 

3. To bis tmage in mans owne breaſt. C 


Sinfulneſſe of ſinne aggravated from the perſon ſuffering, 
being God and man, S 


A 2 The 
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The leait ſiwne virtually more or leſſe containeg all ſine in 
the nature of it, proved, tbid. 
Every ſinne inclines our nature more to ſinne. ibid. 
Sinne containes not onely all other evils in it,þnt alſo all of 
its owne kjnde. | 
Sinne a perfect evil, —” 
Reaſons why ſinne i the chiefeſt evill : 
I. Becauſe it ts ſimply to be avoided for its ſelfe, 
2. Becauſe there can be no worſe puniſhment thay 
it ſelfe. - ibid, 
3« Becauſe it cannot have a worſe epithete given 
it than it ſelfe. | 
Uſe. Wonder at the abounding nature of ſinne. I0 
 qgExaminconr owne eſtates. ibid, 
Queſt. When a mans ſinnes may be ſaid tobe his owne?ibid, 
Anſw. 1. Then he commits ſinwe out of his owne. ibid, 


9 
s ibid. 


2. Then he hates it not, but loves it, ibid, / 

3. Then he nouriſheth it, awd cheriſheth it, 11 
4. Then he provides for it, ibid, 

5. Then he lives in ſinne. tbid, / 
Uſe 2. Canine, the puniſhment of ſinne is out of meaſure 
earfull, 12 
F; «ave ON all miſeries in it. | thid, 
What the damned ſpeake of finne in hell, I3 
Uſe 3. Onely Feſus Chriſt can conquer finne. ibid; 


Chrifts righteouſneſſe abounds ſinnes ſinfulne([e. 1 
EC _ 6. throu 6 Chriſt, " _—_ mi -» SY 
Aord and King. = 
Sinne andChriſt cannot ſtand together. ibid. 
\FVe will not take Chriſt while ſinne appeares fonfull 
| 1b 


10 #6. 


ibid. 
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R Om. 7. 1 3; 
Was that then which is good, made death unto me ? God 
forbid, But ſinne, that it might appeare ſinne, working . 
| death in me by that which is good: that ſinne by the com- 
mandement might become exceeding ſinfull, 


= EE finde our Apoſtle in the 9. Verſe to have 
beene alive,but ſtruck upon the ſudden dead, 
by an apparition preſented to him in the 
olaſſe of the Law, of the ſinfulxeſſe of ſin. 
Sin revived, ſayes the 9, Verſe, appeared to 
be ſin, ſayes the 13, verſe, looks but like it 
ſelfe, above meaſure finfull : and he falls 
downe dead at the very fight of it: 7 ajed, _. 
ſayes he in the 9. it wrought death in me, ſayes the 13. that is, an 
apprehenſion of death and hell, as due to that eſtate I was then 
in. But yet-as the life of ſinne was the death of Pal, fo this 
death of his was but a preparation to anew life, 1 through the 
Law am dead to the Law, that I might live to God, Gal. 2.19. and 
here he likewiſe ſpeakes of Gods worke upon him at his firſt | 
converſion ; for then it was that he relates how finne became 
In his eſteeme, ſo above meaſnre ſrnfrll. 

The ſubje& then to be inſiſted on is the ſinfulneſle of ſinne, a 


ſudjeR therefore as neceſlary as any other, becauſe if ever we be ' 
B ” ſaved, 


Apgravation of ſinne, 


ſaved, finne muſt firſt appeare to us all, as it did here to him, 
above meaſure ſinfa!l, | 

And fiſt, becauſeall knowledge begins at the effeAts which 
arc obvious to ſenſe, and interpreters of the nature of things, 
therefore we will begin this Demonſtration of the evill of ſinne, 
from the miſchievons effeRs it hath filled the world withall, it 
having done nothing but wrought miſchiefe ſince it came into the 
world, and all the miſchicfe that hath beene done, alone hath 
done, bm eſpecially towards the poore ſoul of man, the miſe. 
rable ſubjeQ of it. 

Which firſt it hath debaſed the ſoule of man, the nobleſt crea- 
ture under heaven, and higheſt allyed, made to be a companion 
fit for God himſclfe, but fin hath ſtript ir of irs firſt native ex- 
cellency, as it did Renben, Gen, 49.41, debaſed the ſoule more 

worth then all the world, as Chriſt himſelfe ſaith, that onely 
b went to the price of it : yet ſinne hath made it a drudge and 
Naive to every creature it was made to rale: therefore the Pro- 
 digallns a type is faid to /erwe ſwine, and fred oz huckes, ſoas every 
vanity maiters4t, Therefore we find in Scripture, rhat men are 
ſaid to be ſervarts to wine, Tit, 2. 3. ſervants to riches, and divers 
luſis, 8c. | 

And hence it is that ame attends upon it, Roms. 6. 21, Now 
ſhame ariſeth out of an apprehenſion of ſome excellency de- 
baſed : and by how much-the excellency is greater, by ſo much 
isthe ſhame the.greater; and therefore unutterable confuſion 
will one day befall ſinners : becauſe ſinne is the debaſement of 
an unvaluable excellency, : | 

Secondly, it not onely debaſeth it, but defiles it alſo ; and in- 
deed there was nothing elſe that could defile iz, Mat. 15, 20. for 
the ſoule is a moſt pure heame, bearing the image of the Father 
of Lights : as farre ſurpaſſing the Sunne in pureneſſe, as the Sunne 
doth aclod of carth; and yet all-the dirt in the world cannot 
defile the Sunne ; all the clouds that ſeeke to mnMle it, it ſcatters 
them all : but finne hath defiled the ſoule, yea, oye finne, the lealt 
defiles it, in ansxſtant, totally, eternally. 

Firſt, one ſin did it in the fall of Adam, Rom. 5. 17. one offence 
pollned him, and all the world. Now ſuppoſe you ſhould ſee 
one.drop of darknefle ſeizing on the Sunne, and putting _— 

| | | | ight. 


m__ 
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light and eye of heaven, and to looſen it out of the orbe it 
moves in, and cane it to drop downe a lump of darknefle, you 
would ſay it were a ſtrange darknefle : this finne did then in the 
ſoule, to which yet the Sunne is bur as a Taper, 

Secondly,it defiles it thus 7 an inſtant. Take the moſt glorious 

Angell in heaven, and let one of the leaſt finnes ſeaze upon his 
heart, he would in an inſtant fall downe from heaven, ſtript of 
all his glory , the uglieſt creature that ever was beheld : you 
would count that the ſtrongeſt of all poyſons, that would poy- 
ſon in an inſtant ; as Nero boiled a poyſon to that height, that 
it killed Germanizes as ſoone as he received it ; now ſuch an one 
- isſinne. 
- Thirdly, finne defiles it 702ally : it reſts not in one member 
onely, but beginning at the underſtanding, eates into the will 
and affeRions, ſoaks through all. Thoſe diſeaſes we accounr 
ſtrongeſt, which ſeaze not on a joynt or a member onely, but 
ſtrikes rottennefle through the whole body. 

Fourthly, it defiles eternally, it being eterna macula, a ſaine 
which xo nitre or ſope, or any creature Can waſh out, JEr. 2. 2Ts 
There was once let in a deluge of water, and the world was all 
_ over-flow'd with it; it waſhed away ſinners indeed, but not one 
finne. And the world ſhall be a fire againe at the latter day, and 
all that fire, and thoſe flames in hell that follow, ſhall not purge 
out one {inne, , 

Thirdly, it hath robbed the ſoule of the :mage of God,deprived 
% of the glory of God, Rom. 3. 23. the image of Gods holi- 
nefle, which is his beauty- and ours: wee were beautifull and all 
glorious once within, which though but an accident, is more 
worth than all mens ſoules devoid of it, it being a likeneſle unto 
God, a divize nature, without which no man ſhali ſee God. 
Though man in Innocence had all perfeRtions united in him wa 
eminentie, that are to be found in other creatures, yet this was 
more worth than.a1l : for all the reſt made him not like to God, 
as thisdid ; without which all Paradiſe could not make Adams 
happy ; which when he had loſt, he was left aked, though thoſe 
his other perfe&ions remained with him ; which is profitable for 
all things, as the Apoſtle ſayes, The leaſt dram of which, the 
whole world emballanced with, would be found too lighe , 

| B 2 i without 
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Heb. I: 2, 


without which the glorious Angels would be damned devils, the 
Saints in heaven damned ghoſts, this it hath robbed man of, 

Fourthly, it hath robbed man even of God himſelfe : Toys 
ſrunes ſeparate (ayes God ) betwixt you and mee : and therefore 
they are ſaid to /ive without God in the world: and in robbing a 
man of God, it robs him of all things ; for all things are oar:, 
but ſo farre as God i5 ours; of God whoſe face makes heaven, - 
he is all inall ; bs loving kindneſſe 1s better than life, and con. 
taineth beauty, honours, riches, all ; yea they arc but a drop 
ro him. : 

But its miſchiefe hath not ſtaid here, but as the Leproſie of the 
Lepers in the old Law, ſometimes infected their houſes, garments; 
ſo it hath hurld confuſion over all the world, brought a variry on 
the oxeature, Row. 8. 23. and a car/e : and had not Chriſt under- 
tooke the ſhattered condition of the world to uphold it, it had 
fallen about Adams eares. | 

And though the old walls. and ruinous palace of the world 
Rands to this day, yet the beauty, the gloſſe, and glory of the 
hangings is. ſoyled and marred with many HARP Fi 


. upon every creature, 


But as the houſe of the Leper was to be pulled dowhe, and 
Traytors houſes uſe to be made jakes : fo the world (if Chriſt 
had not ſteptin ) had ſhrunke into its firſt nothing : and you will 
ſay, that is a ſtrong carrion that retaines not onely infeion in 
it ſelfe, bat infe&ts all the ayre about : ſo this/that not the ſonle 
the ſubj<& of it onely, but all the world. 

Laſtly, it was the firſt founder of hell, and laid the firſt corner 
ſtone thereof : ſinne alone brought in and filled that bottom- 
lefle gulph with all the fire,and brimſtone,and treaſures of wrath, 
which ſhail never be burnt and conſumed. And this crucifted 
and pierced CyRIsT himſclfe, powred on him his Fathers 
wrath, theenduring of which for finne, was ſuch, as that all the 
Angels.in heaven had crackt and ſunke under it, 

But yer this eſtmate is but taken from the effeRs of it, the 
eſtence of it which is the cauſe of all theſe evils, muſt needs. have 
much more miſchiefe in it. Shall I ſpeake the leaſt evil I can ſay 
of it ?- 1! conteines all evils elſe in it : therefore: James 1. 23. the 
&poltle calls it filthineſſe, and abundance of ſuperfliuity, or excre- 
ment. 
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ment as it were, of naughtineſſe : aloe 755 zaxias. And if fo 
eanſcendent, that if all evils were to have an excrement, a ſcum, 
a ſuperfluity, ſinne is it,as being the abſtraRted quinteſſence of all 
evil, An evil, which in nature and efſence of it virtzally, and emi- 
neatly, containes all evils of what kinde ſoever that are in the 
world ; Inſomuch, as in the Scriptures you ſhall find that all the 
evils in the world, ſerve but to anſwer for it, and to give names 
to it. Hence ſinne it is called poy/oz, and finners ſerpents : ſinne is 
called 4 vornzt, ſinners dogs : finne the ſtench of graves, and they 
_ notten ſepulchres : finne mire, ſianers ſowes : and ſinne darkneſſe, 
Hindneſſe, ſpame, nakedneſſe, folly, madueſſe, death, whatſocver is 
fithy,defeRtive, infeive,painfull, Now as the Holy Ghoſt fayes 
of Nabal, as 5s hi name, (6 ts he ; ſo may we ſay of finne : for if 
Adam gave names to all things, according to their nature, much 
more God, who calls things as they are, Surely God wonld not ' 
ſander finne, though it be his onely enemy, And beſides, there is 
reaſon for this, for it is the cauſe of all evills, God ſoived no- 
thing but good ſeed 1n the world ; He beheld, and ſaw all things 
were very good, It 1s firine hath ſowne the tares : all choſe evills 
[that have come up, ſorrowes and diſeaſes, both unto men: and 
beaſts, Now whatſoever is in the effect, is via eminentiein the 
cauſe, Surely therefore it is to the ſoule of man ( the miſerable 
veſſell and ſubject of it) all that, which poyſon, death, and fick- 
neſſe is uato the other creatures, and to the body ; and in thar, 
it is all cheſe to the /ozz/e, it is therefore more than all theſe to 
it : for corr4ptio optimi peſſima : by how much the ſonle cxceeds 
all other creatures, by ſo much muſt finne, which is the corrup- 
tion, poyſor, death, and fickneſle of it, exceed all other evills, 
But y<t this is the leaſt il] that can be ſaid of it, There is ſe- 
condly ſome further tranſcendent pecultar miſchiefe in it, that 
 15not to be found in all other cvills, as will appeare in many 
Inſtances, | 
For firſt, all other evills God proclaimes himſelfe the author 
of, and ownes them all ; though ſinne be the meritorious cauſe 
of all, yet God the effticiznt and' diſpoſing cauſe. There 3s yo 
evillin the City but I have done it. He onely diſclaimeth this, 
7am. 1.13. 35a baſtard of ſome others breeding, for he # the Fa- 
ther of lights, ver, 17, | 
4: By Secondly, 
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Secondly, the utmoſt extremitie of the evill of puniſhmeny 
God the Sonne under-went, had a cup. mingled him of his Fa. 
ther, more bitter than if all the evills in the world had beene. 
ſtrained in, and he dranke it off heartily co the bottome ;-bur 
not a drop of (inne, though ſweetned with the offer of all the 
world, would goe downe with him. 

Thirdly, other evills the Saints have choſen and imbraced as 
g00d, and refufed the greateſt good things the world had, as 
evill, when they came in competition with ſiane. So Moſes chiſe 
rather to ſuffer, much rather then to enjoy the pleaſures of ſinne, 
Heb. 11. from 24. to 28. So Chryſoſtome, when Emndoxia the 
Empreſſe threatned him: goe tell her, ſayes he, N:/ niff peccatum 
t1xe0, I feare nothing but ſinne. 

Fourthly, take the Devill htmſelfe, whom you all conceive to 
be more full of miſchiefe than all the evils in the world, called 
therefore in the abſtra ſpiritual wickedneſſe, Epheſ, 6, 12, yet it 
was but finne that firſt ſpoiled him, and it is finne poſſeſeth the 
very devills: he wasa glorious Angell, till he was acquainted 
; with it + and could there be a ſepatation made betweene him 
#nd ſinne, he would be againe of as good, ſweet, and amiablea 
nature, as any creature in earth or heaven, 

Fifcly, Though other things are evill, yet nothing makes the 
creature accur/ed but finne : as all good things in the world doe 
not make a man a bleſſed man,ſo nor all the evills accur ſed. God 
ſayes not, bleſſed are the honourable, and the rich, nor that ac- 
curſed are the poore : but curſed i the man that continues not in 
all things, Gal. 3. 10, a curſe to the leaſt (inne ; and onthe con- 
trary, bleſſed is the man whoſe iniquities are forgiven , &#, 
Rom. 4. 7. - PE 

Sixtly, God hates nothing but ſinne. Were all evills ſwept 
downe into one man, God hates him not ſimply for them, not .. 
becauſe thouart poore and diſgraced, but onely becauſe finfuil. 
it is finnc he hates, Rev. 2.15. 1/a. 27, 11. yea it alone: and 
whereas other attributes are diverſly communicated in their 
effects to ſeverall things : as his love and goodneſle, Himlſelfe, 
his Sonne, his children, have all a ſhare in : yet all the hatred 
(which is as large as his love) is ſolely poured ont upon, and 

wholly, and limitted onely unto finne. un 
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. All the queſtion will be whae tranſcendency of evill is in the 
efſence of it, that makes it above all other evills, and hated, 
znd it onely by God, Chriſt, the: Saints, 8c, more than any 0- 
ther evill. : 
Why 2.It is ewmity with God, Rom. 8.7. abſtrafts we know ſpeak 
eſſences, the meaning is, it is as direRly contrary to God, as any 
thing could be : for contrary, it is to God, and all that is his. 
' As 1, contrary to his eflence, to his exiſtence, and being God : 
for it m&ges men hate him, Rom, 1, 30. and as he that haterh his 
Brother is a Murtherer, 1 76hi3.15. ſo he that hateth God may be 
ſaid to be a murtherer of him, and wiſheth that he were not, 
Peccatum eff Dei-cidinms-. | 
2, Contrary it is to all his attributes, which are his zame : 
men are jealous of their names : Gods name is himſelfe , as 1, 
It makes a manſlight Gods goodneſle, and to ſeek happinege in 
the creature, as if he were able to be happy without him, And 2. 
it depoſeth his ſoveraigrity,and ſets up other gods.before his face. 
3.It contemns his truth, power, and juſtice, And 4. turnes his 
grace into wantonnefle. | 
And as to himſelfe, ſo to what ever is his,. or deare to him.. 
Beſides, a King hath three things in an eſpeciall manner deare to 
him : Hi Lawes, his Favorites, his Image ſtampt upon his Coyne : 
« and ſo bath God. | 
Firſt, his lawes and ordinances : God never gave Law, but it 
"| hathbcen broken by finne; ayoute 1s the definition of it, The 
tranſoreſſion of the Law, 1 Joh. 3. 4. yea itis called deſtroying the 
Law, P/al. 119. 126. And know, that Gods Law, the leaſt rittle 
of it, ts more deare to him than all the world. For, ere the leaſt 
tittleof itſhall be broken,heaven and earth ſhall paſſe. The leaſt 
finne therefore, which is a breach of the leaſt law, is worſe than 
thedeſtruftion of the world : and for his worſhip, ( as envying 
God ſhould have any) it turnes his ordinances into ſinne, 
Secondly,for his Favourites : God hath but a few poor ones ; 
_ whom begauſe God hath ſet his love, ſinne hath ſer-its ha» 
rred, 

Laſtly, for his Imige even in a Mans owne breaſt : the law of 
the members fights 2gainſt the law of the mind, and endeavou- 
reth to expel! ir,chough a-man ſhould be damned for es | 
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The fleſh (namely ſinne) luſteth againſt the ſpirit, for they are con. 
traries. Contrary indeed ; for methinks though it hates that I- 
mage in others, that yer it ſhould ſpare it in. mans ſelfe, out of 
ſelf-love ; but yet, though a man ſhould be daraned, if this image 
be expelled,it yet laboureth to Coe this ; ſo deadly is that hatred, 


' 2 man hares himſelf, as holy, fo farre as he is fiafuil. 


It abounds now ſo high, as our thoughts can follow it no far. 
ther : Divines ſay;it aſpires unto infinity,the obj<R againit whom 
it is thus contrary unto, being God, who is infinite, they tel! us, 
that obje&ively, ſinne it ſelfe is infinite, Sure I am, the worth of 
the obje or party offended,aggravates the offence - an ill word 
againſt the King is high treaſon, not the greateſt indignity to an. 


| other man. Sure alſo am, that God was ſo offended with it, as, 


though he loves his Sonne as himſelfe, yet he ( though Without 
fine) being but made ſinne by imputation, yet God ſpared him. 
zot : and becauſe the creatures could not ſtrike a ſtroake hard 
enough, hehimſelfe was pleaſed ro bruiſe him, Eſay 53.16. He 
ſpared not Bs owne Soune, Rom, 8. 32. His love might have over- 
come him, to have paſſed by it to his Sonne ; at leaſt a word of 
his mouth might have pacifted him - yet ſo great was his hatred 
of it, and offence at it, as he powred the vials of his wrath on 
him : Neither would entreaty ſerve, for though he cried with 
ſtrong cries it ſhould paſſe from him,God would notyil he had out- 
wraltled it. | ; 

And as the perſon oftended, aggravates the offence, as before, 
ſo alſo the perſon ſuffering, being God and man, argues the a- 
bounding ſinfulneſſe of it. For, for what crime did you ever hear 
a King was put to death ? their perſons being eſteemed in worth 
aboveal! crime, as civill, Cyr 1sT was the King of Kings. 

And yet there is one conſideration more to make the meaſure 
of its iniquity fully full, and to abound co flowing over, and that 
15 this, that the leaſt ſinne virtually more or lefſe containes all 
finne in the nature of it ( TI'meane not that all are equall, there- 
fore I 2dde more or leſſe )) and I prove it thus : becauſe Adam by 
one offence contracted the Raine of all, no ſooner did one linne 
{caze upon his heart, but he had all ſinnes in him. 

And ſo every fin in us by a miraculous mulciplication inclines 


7 curnature more to every ſinne than it was before ; ic makes the 


pollution 


" 
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pollution of nature of a deeper dye ; not only to that ſpecies of 
ſinne, whereof it is the proper individuall ah, but to all elſe : 
as bring one candle into a roome, the light ſpreads all over ; and 
then another, the light is all over more increaſed : So it is in fin ; 
for the leatt cuts the ſoul off from God, and then it is ready to 
0 4 whoring after every vanity that wil entice it,or entertain it. 
And this ſhewes the fulneſle of the evill of it, in that it con- 
taines not onely all other evills in the world in it, but alſo all of 
its owne kind. As you would count that a ſtrange poyſon, the 
leaſt drop 0f which contains the force of all poyſon in it : That 
a ſtrange ditcaſe, the-lealt infeRion whereof brought the body 
ſubje& to all diſeaſes : yet ſuch an one is ſin, the leaſt making the 
ſoul more prone and ſubjedt to all, 
And now you fee it is a perfeR evill; and though indeed it 
' cannot be ſaid to be the chiefeſt in that full ſenſe wherein God is 
faid to be the chiefelt good ; becauſe if it were as bad as God is 
good, how could he pardon it, ſubdue it, bring it to nothing 
25 he doth 2 and then how could it have addition to it, one finne 
being more ſinfull than another ? Ezek.8.15. 7oh.19.11, But yet 
wow ſore analogy of being the chiefelt evill, as God the chief- 
elt good. , | | 
ws For 1. as God is the chicefcſt good, who. therefore is to be 
loved for himſelf, and other things but for his fake ; ſo alſo is fin 
the chiefeſt evil, becauſe it is ſimply to be avoided for its ſelf;but 
otherevils become good, yea deſirable when compared with it. 
Secondly,as God is the chiefeſt good, becauſe he is the greateſt 
happineſſe to himſelf ; ſo ſin, the greateſt evil to it ſelf : for there Rom. r. 
can be no worſe puniſhment of it, than its ſelf ; therefore when 
God would give a man over as an enemy,he means never to deal 
withall more, he gives him up to ſin. 
And thirdly, it is ſo evil, asit cannot have a worſe Epithete 
given it, than it ſelf ; and therefore the Apoſtle, when he would 
ſpeak his worſt of it, and wind up his expreſſion higheſt, z/qe 
ad hyperbolem, calls it by its own name, ſinfull finne, 2u2g1-a3; 
duaglia, Rom.7.13. that as in God being the greateſt good, quic- : 
quid eft in Deo eſt Des ipſe, therefore his attributes and names | 
are but himſelf, ;4ems predicatur de ſeipſo: (0 it is with ſin,quicqid 
eſt in peccato, peccatum eft;&c. he can call it no worſe than by its 
 *wnname, ſnfull fin, : C USE 
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ems 
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Nd what have I been ſpeaking of all this while > Why > but 

of one finne, in the generall natnre of it, There is not a man 
here, but hath millions of them ; as many as the ſands upon the 
Sea-ſhore ; yea, as there would be Atoms, were all the world 
pounded to duſt, it exceeds in number alſo ;. and therefore ere 
we goe any further, let all our thoughts break off here in 
wonderment at the abounding of finne, above all things elſe , 
for other things, if they be great, they are but a few ; if many, 
they are bur ſmall :. the world, tis a big one indeed, bur yet there 
is but one ; the ſands, though innumerable , yet they are but 
ſmall ; your finfulneſſe exceeds in both, 

And next, let all onr thoughts be wound up to the moſt deep 
and intenſe conſideration of our eſtates ; for if one fin abounds 
thus, what m_ can expreſle, or heart can conceive their mi. 
ſery, who to uſe the Apoſtles phraſe, 1 (or. 15. are yet intheir 
ſinnes ? that is, ſtand bound to God in their owne ſingle bond 
only, to anſwer for all their finnes themſelves ; and cannot, in 
the eſtate wherein yet they ſtand of impenitency and unbelief, 
plead the benefic of Chriſts death, to take off and caſe them of 
the guilt of one fin, but all their fins are yet all their own, which 
to a man in Chriſt they are not ; for his own bonds are cancelled, 
and given in, and Chriſt entred into bonds for him, and all his 
fins tranſlated upon him. 

Now for a proper charaRter of their eſtate, and ſutable to this 
expreſſion : 

Firſt, then a mans fins may be ſaid to be ſtill his own : when he 
eOmmitteth (in, ot of hs own, that is the full frame and inclinatt- 
on of his heart. Thus the Devill is ſaid to ſin,Feh.8.44. & 7% idir, 
out of his own ; the whole frame of his ſpirit is in it ; which a man 
in Chriſt cannot be ſo fully ſaid co doe, for he hath a new crea- 
ture in him that ſinneth not, 1Joh.3.1,9. that can ſay even when he 
fins, It ;5 not I, but ſinne. 

And ſecondly, then finne is a mans own, when he hates it not, 
but loves it : The World loves his owne, ſaith Chriſt, Zohn, 15. 29. 
and fo doth a \vicked man his fin, more than any good; which is 
Davids charaRer, P/al.52.3.. And 
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And thirdly, what is a mans own, he nouriſherh and cheriſh- 
eth ; therefore Epheſ. 5.19. No man hates his own fleſh, but loveth 
it, and cheriſheth it : ſo doe men their fins, when they are their 

own. Thoſe great and rich oppreſſours, Zam.5.5. are ſaid to »ou- 
riſh their hearts in wantonneſſe, and in pleaſure, as in a day of 
ſlaughter ; as living upon the creame of finning, and having ſuch 
p'enty, they pick out none but the ſweetelt bits co nouriſh their 
hearts withall, | | 
4. So what a man provides for, that is his owne ; ſo ſayes the 
Apoſtle, A man that provides net for his owne, ts worſe,cc. When 
therefore men make proviſien for the fleſh, as the phraſe is, Rom. 
I3. 14. have their Caterers and Contrivers of their, luſts, and 
whoſe chiefeſt care is every morning, what pleaſures of fin they / 
have that day to be enjoyed, it is a figne that their ſins are their 
owne, 
- In a word, when men live in ſinne, *cis the expreſſion uled, 
1 Tim. 5. 6. She that lives in pleaſure, i dead while ſhe lives. 
When the revenews of the comfort of mens lives come in, from 
the pleaſures of ſinne, and that ſupplies them with all thoſe ne. 
\ ceſfaries that belong to life ; as when 'tis their element they. 
5 arinkjnlike water ; their meat, they eat the bread of wickedneſſe, 
Prov. 1.7. and it goes downe, and troubleth them not ; their 
' fleep alſo, they cannot fleep till they have done or contrived ſome 
miſchiefe, ver. 16. their apparell, as when v1olexce and oppreſſion 
covers them as a garment, and pride compaſſeth them as a chaine, 

Pſlal.73. their recreation alſo, 1t z5 a paſtime for a fool to doe wicke 

edly, he makes ſport and brags of it, Prov. 10-23. yea their health, 

being /ick and diſcontented, when their luſts are not ſatisfied, as 

Abab was for Nabeths Vineyard ; Ammon grew leane, when he 

could not enjoy his Paramore, 

) All theſe, as they live in their ſinnes here, and. fo are dead 

/ whilſt they live, and fo are miſerable, making the greateſt evill 
their chiefeſt good ; ſo when they come to die (as we all mult do 
one day) and how ſoone, and how ſuddenly we know not ; we 

carry our ſoules, our precious ſoules, as precious water in a 

brittle glaſſe, ſoone cracked, and then we are ſpl: like water, + Sam. 14. 14. 

which none can gather up againe ; or but as a candle in a paper 

lanthorne ; in clay walls, full of cranyes, often but a little cold 
| C2 | comes 


I2 


Tfay go. 
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comes in, and blowes the candle out ; and then , withaut a 
through change of heart before, wrought from all finne, to all 
godlineſle; they will die ia their ſones, And all, and the utmoſt 
of all miſeries is ſpoken in that one word : and therefore (hr: 
when he would ſumme up all miſeries in one expreſſion, tells.the 
Phariſees they ſhould die in their ſinnes, Joh. 8.28. 


USETIiE 


Nd let us conſider further, that if finne be thus above mea- 

ſure ſinfall, that Hell that followeth death, 1s then likewiſe 
above meaſure fearfull. And fo it is intimated to be a puniſh- 
ment Without meaſare, Fer.3a,11, compared with 71/a. 27, Prnif; 
them as 1 puniſh thee (fayes God to his owne) but I will puniſh 
thee in meaſure, And indeed, fſinne being committed againſt 
God, the King of Kings, it can never be puniſhed enough. But 
as the killing of a King, is amonglt men a crime ſo hainous, that 
no tortures can exceed the deſert of it : we uſe to fay, all ror- 
ments are t00 little, any death too good for ſuch a crime. Now 
Peceatum eſt Dei-cidium, 2s Ifaid before, a deſtroying God as 
much as in us lies ; and therefore none but God himſelf can give 
it a full puniſhment : therefore it is called a falling into Gods 
bands, Heb.10.31. which, as he ſayes there, is fearfull, For if his 
breath blowes us to deftruftion, Fob 4.9. for we are but duſt heaps ; 
yea, his nod, he nods to deſtruition, P/al. 80. 16. then what is the 
weight of his hands, even of thoſe hands, which ſpan the heavens, 
and held the earth in the hollow of them ? and if God take it into 
his hands to puniſh, he will be ſure ro doe unto the full. Sine is 
mans Worke, and puniment is Geds, and God will they himſelf as: 
perfeft in his Work, as man 1n hy. 

If fin be alum catholicnm, as hath been faid,that containes all 
evillsin it ; then the puniſhment God will infli& ſhall be malun 
catholicunz allo, containing in it all miferics; it is a cap full of 
mixtare, ſo called, P/al.75.8.asinto which God hath trained 
the quinteſſence of all miſeries, and the Wicked of the earth muſt 
drink the dreg ges of it, though it be eternity unto the bottome. 


 &nd if one ſione deſerves a hell, a puniſhment above meaſure, 


what 
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what will millions of imillions doe? And we read that. every 
Fane ſhall receive a Juſt recompence, Heb. 2. 3: Oh let us then take 
heed of dying in our finnes, and therefore of living in them ; 

| for we ſhall lie in priſon till we have paid the very utmoſt far- 
thing. 

And therefore if all this that Thave ſaid of it will not en- 
{ender anſwerable apprehenfions of it in you, ( this being but 
painting the toad, which you can look upon and handle without 
affrightment ) I wiſh that if without danger you could but lay 
your eares to hell, that ſtanding as it were behind the skreene, 
you might heare finne ſpoken of in its owne diale@ by the oldeſt 
{onnes of perdition there, to heare what Cain ſayes of murthe- 
ring his brother Abel ; what Saul of his perſecuting David, and 
the Prieſts of 7ehovah ; what Balaam and Achitophel ſay of their 
curſed counſels and policies; what Ahab ſayes of his oppreſſion 
of Naboth ; What Judas of treaſon ; and heare what expreſſions 
they have, with what horrors, yellings, groanes, diſtraRions, the 
leaſt finne is there ſpoken of. If God ſhould take any mans 
ſoule here, and as he rapt His, into the third heavens, where he 
ſaw grace in its fulleſt brightneſſe ; ſo carry any ones ſoule into 
thoſe chambers of death, as Solomon calls them, and leading him 
through all, from chamber to chamber, ſhew him the wi/70s of 
darkzeſſe, and he there heare ali thoſe bedlames cry out, one of 
this ſinne, another of that, and ſee finne as.it looks in hell !. Bn 
there is one aggravation more of the evil and miſery ſinne brings 
upon men, I have not ſpoken of yet, that it blinds their eyes, and 
hacdens their hearts, that they doe not ſee,nor lament. their mi- 
ſery, till they be in hell, ,and then it is too late. 


US% Ti 


Ut what, doth ſinne ſo exceed in ſinfulneſſe, and ts the ve- 

AI nome. of it boylgd up to ſuch a height. of miſchief, that 
there ſhould be no name in heaven and earth able to grapple 
with it, and deſtroy it ? Is there no antidote, no balme in Gzlead 
more ſoveraigne,than it is deadly 2 Surely.yes, God would never 
have ſuffered ſo potent and malicious an enemy to have ſer foot 
1Q his dominions, but that he knew how to conquer it, and that | 
Cog Os not- 


- 
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not by puniſhing of it onely in hell, bat by deſtroying it : onely 
it is too potent for all the creatures to encounter.-with, This 
victory is alone reſerved for Chriſt, it can dic by no other hang, 
that he may have the glory of it ; which therefore is the top of 
his glory, as Mediatour ; and his higheſt title, the memory of 
which he beares written in his name JE Sus, for he ſhall ſave bis 
people from their ſinnes, Mat. 1. 21. And therefore the Apoſtle 
Parl, his chicfeſt Herauld, proclaimes this victory with a worlq _ 
of ſolemnity and triumph, 'r Cor..15. 36. 0h death, where 1 thy 
ſting ? oh grave, where u thy vittory ? the ſting of death ts ſinne, the 
ſtrength of ſinne 1 the Law : but thanks be to God that gives us the 
viftory through our Lord eſs Chriſt : which yet againe addes 
ro the Demonſtration of the ſinfulneſſe of it : for the ſtrength of 
ſinne was ſuch, that like Gol:ah, it would have defied the whole 
Hoſt of heaven and earth. Ir was not poſſible the blood of Bulls and 
Goats foonld take away ſinne, Heb. 10, 4. nor would the riches of 
the world, or the blood of men have been a ſufficient ranſome : 
will the Lord be pleaſed with rivers of ole? ſhall I give myfirſt 
borne for my tranſgreſſien > No, ſayes he, there is no proportion, 


for thy firlt borne is but the fruit of thy body, and finne is the 
{irne of the ſoule, Mich. 6. 7. it mult coſt more to redeeme a ſoule 
' than fo, P/al. 49. 9. No, couldelt thou bring rivers of teares, in 
ſtead of rivers of oyle ; which, if any thing, were like to pacifie 
God, yet are they but the excrements of thy braines ; but ſinne 
is the ſinne of thy heart : yea all the righteouſneſſe that we could 
ever doe, cannot make amends for one finne : for ſuppoſe it 
X perfe&, when as yet it is but dz»g, Mal. 2. 3. and a menſtraous 
cloath, yet thou owelt it already as thou art a creature ; and one 
debt cannot pay another. If then we ſhould goe a begging to alt 
the Angels, who never ſinned, let them lay all their ſock roge- 
tier, it would begger them all to pay for one finne: no, it isnot 
che merit of Angels will doe it ; for ſinne is the tranſgreſſion, 
the deſtrution of the Law, P/al.109.1. and the leaſt 7:]a is more 
worth than heaven, and all that is therein, 
Onely, though it be thus unconquerably ſinfull by all created | 
powers, it hath not gone beyond the price that Chriſt hath paid 
for it ; the Apoſtle compares to this very purpoſe, fe and 
Chriſts righteouſueſſe together, Rom.5. 15. 20. 'Tis true, ſayes _ 
that 


oY 
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that ſſnne abornds, and that one ſinne, 73 mesn1oue, and inſtanceth 
in Adams ſinne, which ſtaineth all mens natures to the. end of 
the world ; yet ſayes he, the gift of r3ghteonuſnefſe by Chriſt abounds 
much more ; abounds to flowing over, <$«7aeyaot, ayes the 
Apoſtle, 1 Tim.1. 14. as the Sea doth above mole-hills, Mal. 7, 14. 
Though therefore ic would undoe all the Angels, yet (hriſts 
riches are unſearchable, Ephcl.3. 8. he hath ſuch riches of merit, as 
arcable to pay all thy debts the very.frſt day of thy marriage 
with him, though thou hadſt been a ſinner millions of yeares, 
afore the creation to this day : and when that is done, there is 
enough left to purchaſe thee more grace and glory than all. the 
Angels have in heaven. In a word, he is able to ſave to the utmoſt, 
all that come to God by him, Heb. 7.5. let their fines be what they 
* will, h 
But then we muſt core to him, and to God by hins, and take 
him as our Lord,and King, and head, and husband, as he is freely 
rendered, we mult be made one with him, and have our hearts 
divotced from all our ſinnes for ever. And why not now ? doe 
we yet looke for another Chriſt ? and to allude to us, as Naom: 
ſaid to Ruth, Is there yet any more ſonnes in my wombe, that 
they may be your husbands ? So fay I, Hath God any more ſuch 
ſonnes ? or is not this Chriſt good enough ? or are we afraid of 
being happy too ſoone, in being married to him ? 
But yet if we will have Chriſt indeed ( without whom we are 


-v. 


ON . ” . » { 
undone ) how ſhall we then continre in ſinne, which is thus above Row. 6. 


meaſure ſinfull > no not in one. The Apoſtle ſpeakes there 
in the language of impoſſibility and inconſiſtency, Chriſt, and 
the reigne of one ſinne, they cannot ſtand together, 

And indeed, we will not ſo much as take Chriſt, untill firſt we 
have ſeen more or leſle this viſion here, and ſ(inne appeare to us, 
25 to him,above meaſure ſinful : naturally we ſlight it, and make 
a mock of, and account it preciſeneſſe to ſtick and make conſci- 
ence of it : but if once ſinne thus appeMs to any but in its owne 
colours, that man will looke upon the lea ſinne then, as upon 
hell it ſelfe ; and like a marfaffrighted;feare in all his wayes, left 
he ſhonld meet with finne, and ſtarts at the very appearance of 
it; he weeps if ſfinne doe but ſee him, and he doe but ſee it in 


_ himſelf and others; and cries out as 7o/#ph did, How foal 7 doe 
| this, 
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4 Pet. 5.1, 2. 


this, and ſinne ? and thena man will make out for Chriſt, as a 
condemned man for life, as a man that can no longer live, 0h 
give me Chriſt, or elſe 7 die ; and then if upon this Chriſt appeares 
co him;and manifeſts himſelfe, as his promiſe 1s to them that ſeek 
him, Foh# 14. 21. his heart thereupon will much more deteſt and 
loathe it; he ſaw it evill afore, but then it comes to have a new 
tinure addep, which makes it infinitely more ſinfull in his eyes; 
for he then l0okes upon every ſinne as guilty of Chrilts blood, 
as dyed with it, though covered by it ; the grace of God appearing, 
reacheth 4 to deny all ungodlineſſe and Worldly Inſts. The love of 


Chriſt conſtrgines him. Thinks he, Shall I live in that for which 


Chriſt died ? {hail chat be my life, which was his death ? did he 
that never knew ſinne, undergoe the torment for it, and ſhall 
be ſo unkinde as to enjoy the pleaſure of it > No, but as Pavil - 
when he was very thirſty, and had. water of the Well 9 Zeth-, 
chem brought him, with the hazard of mens lives, powred it on 
the ground ; for ſayes he, 7t # the blood of theſe men: So ſayes he, 
even when the cup of pleaſures is at his very lips, Ir coſt the 
blood of Chrilt, and ſo powres it upon the ground. And as the 
love of Chriſt conſtraines him, ſo the power of Chriſt doth 
change him. Kings may pardon Traytors, but they cannot 
change their hearts; bur Chriſt pardons none, he doth not 
make new creatures, and all old things paſſe away , becauſe 
he makes them friends, favourites to live with , and delight 
in ; and if men put 0» Chriſt, and have learned him, as the truth ts 
in feſns, they put off as concerning the former converſation the old 
man, With the deceitfnll Inſts ; and he ceaſeth from ſinne, that is, 
from the courſe of any known finne : they are the Apoſtles own 
words which ſhall judge us ; and if we ſhould expe falvation 
from him upon any 6ther termes, we are deceived ; for Chriſt 
the author of [aluation ro them encly that obey him, Heb. 5. 9. 
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againſt 
Do. þ fm ſinne againſt knowledge is the higheſt ag- 
| oravation of {inning. Pag.24. 
1, Demonſtrations of the point, by comparing it with other 
kinds of ſrnnning. . 
How mnch ſinnes againſt knowledge doe tranſcend ſinnes of 
 {gnorance. | 26, 
' 1. In ſinnes of ignorance, there may be a feppie if he 
had knowne it, he would not have done it - but 0t ſoin 
theſe_. | . ibid. 
2, The vaſt difference between them appeares iu the repen- 
tance God accepts for each : a generall repentance for the 
one, wot ſo for the other. 


F an 
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3. Some kinds of ſinning againſt knowledge, exclude from 


mercy, which done ignorantly, leave 4 capacity of it. ib. 
4. Sinning againſt knowledge is the higheſt, but tbat of 


ſinning againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 28. 
$1x Reaſons. 

1. Becauſe knowledge ts the greateſt mercy. 29. 

2. Knowledge 'is the immediate guide of men in all their 

wayes : a man ſiunes againſt his guiae. ibid. 

That knowledge ts ſo proved, in that an erroneous con- 

ſcience binds, 3TI, 


3» Reaſon : knowledge layeth a farther obligation to obe- 
dience_, | ibid, 


Lawes come in force when promulged. | 32. 
D 2 | 4+ There 


The Contents. ' 


4. There is the more contempt caſt on the Law. ibid. 
5. In fines againſt knowledge the will of the ſinner cloſeth 
more with ſinne as ſinne. : ibid. 

6. In ſinning againſt knowledge, a man condemnes hin-. 
elfe. 
T. io things handled concerning finnes againſt know- 
ledee_. ibid. 


1. What i ts ſinne againſt knowledge explained. ibid, 
1. Ditin(tion. To ſinne with knowledge and againſt 


knowledge doe differ. ibid. 

CA regenerate man guilty of more ſinnes knowne than 

axother. 34 

7 Yet not of more ſinnes againſt knowledge. 1bid. 


2. Diſtinition. Men ſinne againſt knowledge, either 
objectively or circumſtantially onely. ; 
1. What it is to finne diredtly againſt know- 


leage. | ibid. 
2. What to ſinne againſt knowledge circumſtan- 
tially onely, ibid, 


This diFtinition explained out of ths Chapter. ibid. 
Sins direttly againſt knowledge reduced to two heads. ibid, 


* I. Inregard of our ſelves, Five wayes. 36. 
1. When we abuſe knowledge to bel p us to ſinne, Three 
wayes, bid. 

1. To plot and contrive ſinne—. ibid. 

2. To colour ſinnes committed by lyes. ibid, 


3. To colour ſinnts by pretence of religion, and uſe- 
their knowledge of religion to plead for aud juſti- 
fie their ſinne, ibid, 

2. When men negled to get knowledge, that might 
preſerve them from ſinning. 37. 

3. When men refuſe knowledge, that they may pune 

more freely. EE ibid. 

; Als 
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The Cantents. 


it, 8. 
5. When men hold opinions aght their conſciences, . 9. 
2. Men finne diredly againſt knowledge it ſelf in reſpec? 
of others. q ibid. 
* 1. By concealing knowledge. ibid. 
2. Men indevenr to ſuppreſſe knowledge in others, 40. 
3- When men goe about to make others ſinne againſt 
their conſciences. .* ibid. 
2. Generall Branch. 
Sienes committed collaterally or circumſtantially againſt 
knowledge. Al; 
It is done_» | 
1. Either in particular atts of ſinning, or 
2. In continuing is an eſtate of ſinning again## know- 


ledge. ibid. 
Particular inftances being infinite. ibid. 
LA diſtintion i g1ven concerning them, ibid. 
I. Somme ſinnes more tranſient. ibid; 

2, Some more permanent and continued, antill recalled, 
though but once committed. 42. 
Which are of all other moſt dangerous to commit, when a- 
gainſt knowledge. | ibid. 


2. Going 63 in 4 ſinfull eſtate again knowledge, ibid. 
Three ſorts of men thus ſinne - 

T. Such as for worldly ends forbeare to profeſſe Chriſt 

and hu wayes, which they know to be ſuch. ' 43- 

2. Thoſe that deferre repentance. 44» 

3» Apoſtate Profeſſors goe on in an eſtate of ſinning a- 


gainſt knowledge. ibid. 
Application. | 46. 

2. Head : Rales whereby to eflimate (innes agathſt know- 
ledge. | 47. 


2 DS : of 


4. 15 to hate the light, and to endeavour to extinguiſh 


The Contents. 


Of two ſorts : before ſinning, or in ſinning. ibid, 
i. Before ſinnizg, three Rules, ibid, 
1. The more a man conſiders the iſſnes and conſequent 

of a ſinxe. | lbid. 


2. The more con(ultation, and debates before. ibid, 

3. The more teſtimanies & warnings againſt a ſin.48. 

2. Rules to meaſure the ſinfulneſſe of ſuch atts in ſinning, 
Three. 1. The leſſe paſſion or temptation to 4 ſin againſt 
Eyowledze. 50, 

2. The more inward regret,and ſorrow, & reluitancy, 

the ſtronger & the knowlede,gf ſo more againſt it.51, 

3. The more hardzeſſe of heart in committing u ſiune 
knowne to be a ſinne, the greater the ſinne, as it is 4 
ſinne againſt knowledge. 52, 

3. Head : CAHggravations drawne from the kinde of that 
knowledge we ſinne againſt, which are five, ” $3. 
The more ſtrong the knowledge, the greater the ſinne. \bid \ 


1. To ſin againſt the inbred light of nature. tbid, 
2. To ſinne againſt the light of education, 54+ 
3.The more real & experimental light men ſin againſt 56. 
4. The more ſhining the light is in the conſcience, joyned 
with a taſte, the greater the ſinne. 57. 
5. To ſinne againſt profeſſed knowledge. 58, 


How great an ingagement and motive it is t0 men of know- 
| ledzetoturne to God, and to take heed of ſianing. 59. 
I. Such an one cannot ſinne ſo cheap as others : their ſinnes 
are morg coſtly and thargeable, ibid. 
And will have leſſe pleaſure in ſinning. ibid. 

2. Snch are given up to greater hardneſſe of heart. ibid.. 
3- Such God gives up to the worſt and groſſeſt of ſins. ibid, 
4. AH death, knowledge ſinned againſt, gives up to more 
horror and deſpaire, | | 60. 

5. In bell it increaſeth torment. FY tbid. 
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AGAINST KNOWLEDGE. 


R 0m. ; if 21s 


Becanſe that when they knew God, they glorified bim not 
4s God, neither were thankfull,but became vaine in their 
imaginations, and their fooliſh heart was darkned. 


——7 Here are two generall aggravations the A- 
VESAoEA poltle inſiſts on, in theſe two: Chapters, of 
FIy cy the Gentiles ſinfulneſle: Firſt,their wntbark- 


p 


WA frlneſſe, ver.21. in deſpiſing the riches of Gods 
>= 20odneſſe, Chap.2.4. Secondly, of Rebellion, 
za\l in finning againſt knowledge : T hat when they 
SI=2) knew him, they glorified him not as God, And 
of all other he inculcateth this of ſinning 
againſt knowledge, as the greateſt : for bringiog in a long, large, 
and particular indi&ment of many ſeveral! ſinnes, /delatry, v.23. 
umaturall uncleanneſſe, v.26.&c. and all kinds of unrighteouſne(ſ! e, 
V. 29. he doth both in the beginning, and end of the bill, bring in 
this aggravation, that they fnned againſt knowledge in all theſe, 
$0 v. 18, he begins the indiment and promulgation of Gods 
wrath above all for this, that they with- held the truth in unrighte- 
eſneſſe ; which was as much as all that unrighteouſnefle commit. 
ted, barely in it ſelfe conſidgred : And then againe in the end, 
when he comes to prononfffce ſentence, he comes in with =_ 
after 


—— 
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after all particulars had been reckoned up, ho kyowing the jade. 
ment of God againſt thoſe Which dse ſuch things, yet ave them, 
DoF. So that this DoErine is cleare from hence, That to þn againf 
To fin againſt, kyowleage, either in omitting good duties, which we know we 
| knowledge , is ought to performe, or committing of ſinnes we know we ought 
| 


the highelt ag- 10t to doe, 5 the higheſt ag gravation of ſinfulneſſe, 
gravation of 


Apa I par both in both fins of omiſſion and commiſſion:for ſo the 


particular ſins the Gentiles are taxed for here,are of both ſorts.as 
* nt plorifying, Or worſhipping God, as well ag turning hi glory into 
a lje, ec. to omit prayer, when your conſctences tell you, you 
ought to doe it : to omit holy diſcourſe, examining the hearr, 
when you know you ought to doe them, areas well fins againſt 
knowledge, as to tell a lie againſt your knowledge,or as to ſtcale 
and forſweare, or murder, or be drunke, &c, 
Now when I fay, it is an aggravation to theſe ſinnes, my mea- 
| ning is this : That take any finne thou thinkeſt moſt grofſe, and 
view it barely in the aR of it, put the a@ nakedly in the one 
ſcale, be it a ſfinne of uncleanneſle, or drunkenneſſe; and then put 
this circumſtance which was added-to it in the other ſcale, that 
before and when thou diddeſtjt, thou kneweſt it to be aſinne, - 
this alone weizhs as much, yea more than the ſinne it ſelfe doth: 
that as it is ſaid of Herod, that he added this to all his other funts, 
that he caſt Fohn in-priſon, who told him of his Herodias, and fois 
m3de-as much as all his former finnes : ſo is this brought in here, 
thar in and:unto all their unrighteouſneſle, this was added, they 
: With: held the truth, the light of their conſciences- ( which is as 
2 Pcophet from God)they did impriſon iz umrighteouſneſſe,v.18.. 
And therefore when Daniel would convince Balfaazzar of his 
deſervedneſſe to loſe his Kingdome, and that he was not able 
to hol weight in the ballance, Dan. 5. 22. what puts he into the 
other ſcale againſt him to weigh' him up, and to ſhew he was 
; too light, ver. 21,22? he tells him how his Father knew the God 
of heaven, and how that his. knowledge coſt him ſeven yeares- 
the learning among wilde beaſts, and thox ( ſaycs he ) his Sonne 
kneweſt all this, and yet didſt-not humble thy ſelfe. Here is 
the aggravation weighs downe all :. he knew the God of 
Heaven againit whon he ſinned, wy as judgement on his Fa-- 
E | ther for his pride ; and then withall Þ tels him, that hi Goa, 
5. 


agaruſt Knowledge. 


with this in the Text, Ile name no more, but give reaſons and 
demonfrations for it. 


Firſt, Demonſtrations. 


The greatneſle of this kind of ſinning might many wayes be 
made appear ; we will demonſtrate it only by comparing it with 
other kinds of ſ{inning.. 

Toſinne, though out of /;mple ignorance, when that ignorance 
is but the car/a fine qra non, of (inning, that is, ſo as if a man had 
known it a ſinne, he had not done it, doth not yet make the fa& 
not to be a fſinne, though it leſſeneth it. For Luke 12.48. He 
that did not hnow his Hlaſters will, was beaten, when the thing 
committed was worthy of {tripes, though he did not know fo 
much, becauſe- the thing Ceſervesit, And the reaſon is, becauſe 
the Law being once pcomulged, as 1. to eAdam it was, and 
put into his heart, as the common Arke of mankind ; though. 
the Tables be loſt, yet our ignorance doth not make the Law of 
rone effet, For the Law of nature for ever binds, that is, all 
that was written in eAdams heart, becauſeit was thereby then 
publiſhed in him, and to him for us. - But poſſtive Lawer, 3s I may 
call thern, as to beleeve in ((hriſt,erc. anew delivered, bind nor, 
but where they are publiſht. 7ofah rent his clothes, when the 
book of the Law was found, becauſe the ordinances were not 
kept, although they had not knowne the Law of many yeares ; 
yet becauſe they ought to have known it, therefore for all their 
12norance, he feared wrath would come upon all 1/-ae/, So alſo 
Levit. 5,17. ſinnes-of ignorance were to be facrificed for : yet 
however, it leſſeneth the finne, therefore he ſhall be beaten with 

few ſtripes, 

And ſure, if ignorance leſſencth them, knowledge aggra- 
vates ; for contrariorum: eadem eff ratio : therefore he that 
krows, ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes. Yea ſuch difference is there 
that God is ſaid to Winke at ſins of ignorance, AR. 17. 30. The 
tre of this iynorance God winks at, Whiles they had no know- 
leage,, God took no-rftice : yea, and he abares R—_ m= 

E _ 


in whoſe hands ts thy breath, and all thy Wayes, thou haſt not glorified, 
T name this place among many others, becauſe it is parallel 
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ſach ſinnes, becaule the creature hath a cloak hath ſomething © 


ſay for its ſelfe; (as Chriſt ſfayes, Fehn 15. 22. ) but when a. 


gainſt knowledge , they have no cloak,. Yea farther , Chrif 
makes a ſine of ignorance to be no finne, 1n compariſon : $0 there, 
If I ad not ſpoken and done tho/e workes never man did, they had 
had [| no ſiune ] ( That is ) none in compariſion, but now they 
have ao cloake, no ſhelter to a;vard the liripes, or. plea to abate 
of them. 

And that you may ke the ground of this vaſt difference be. 
tween finnes of ignorance, and againſt knowledge ; Conſider 
ficſt, that-if a man fine. (ſuppoſe the at the ſame) out of i910. 
rance meerly, there may be a ſuppoſition, that if he had knowne 


it, he would not have done it ; and that as ſoon as he doth know 


it, he would or might repent of ir, So 1 Cor. 2. 8. If they had 
knowne, they had not crucified the Lord of Glory, The like ſayes 
Chriſt of Tyre, $:40, and Gemorrha, That if the ſame things had 
been done in them, they woul1 have repented. But now when a 
man knowes it afore. and alſo conſiders it in the very com- 
mitting it, and yet doti it, then there is no roome for ſuch 
a ſuppoſition, and lefſe hope. For whatyts it that ſhould re- 
duce this man to repentance ? 1s it not his knowledge ? now. if 
that had no power to keep him from his ſin,then it may be jadg- 
ed, that jt wil not be of force to bring him to repentance f 
it ; for by {inning the heart is made more hard, and the know? 
ledge and the authority of it weakned and lefſened, as all power 
is, when contemned and re-filted, Rom, 1. 21, Their foolifh heart 
becomes darker. Ariflotie nimſelf hath a touch of this notion in 
the third of his Ethicks, that if a man finne out of ignorance, 
when he knowes it, he repents of it ; if out of paſſion, when the 
paſſion is over, he is ſorry for what he hath done : bnt when a 
man ſinnes dehiberately, and ont of knowledge, it is a figne he 
is fixed and ſet in miſchief; and therefore it is counted wicked» 
nefle and malice, And hence it is, that thoſe that have been ev- 
lightned with the higheſt kind of light, but that of ſaving 
grace, Heb. 6, 4, 5. and Heb. 10, If they finne wilfully after 
fuch. a knowledge of the truth, God lookes on them, as 
thoſe that will never repent, And therefore likewiſe the School 
gives this as the reaſpn. why the Devile ſinne. obſtinatcly, and 
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cannot repent, becauſe of their full knowledge they finne with ; 
they know all in the full latitude that it may be known, and yer 
0e ON. | 

Secondly, The vaſt difference that in Gods account is put be- 
tween ſimnes of knowledge, and of ignorance, will appear by the 
different reſpeR and regard that God hath to them, in the re- 
-pentance he requires and accepts for them ; and that both in the 
as of repentance, and alſo in the ſtate of grace and repentance, 
upon which God accepts a man, or for want of which he re- 
jeReth him, 

Firſt, When a man comes to performe the afts of repentance, 
and to humble himſelfe for finne, and to turne from it, God 
exateth not, that (innes of ignorance ſhould particularly be re- 
pented of. But if they be repented of bur in the generall, and in 
the lump, be they never ſo great, God accepts it. This is inti- 
mated, P/al. 19. 12, Who can underſtand hu erronr ? cleanfe me 
from my ſecret ſinnes : that was confeſſion enough. But ſinnes 
of knowledge muſt be particularly repented of, and confeſſed, 


and that againe and againe, as David was forced to doe for 
- his murther and adultery, or a man ſhall never have pardon. ' 


Yea farther, greater difference will appear, in regard of the 
ſtate of grace and repentance : for a man may lie in a finne he 
doth not know to be a ſinne, and yet be in the ſtate of Grace, as 
the Patriarchs in Polzgamy, and in divorcing their wives : bat to 
lie in a ſinne of knowleage, 15 not compatible with grace : but un- 
lefſe a man maintaineth a conſtant fight againſt it ; hareth it, 


confeſſeth it, forſaketh it, he cannot have mercy, This cannot 


{tand with uprightneſſe of heart, A friend may keep corre- 
ipondency with one, he ſuſpeRts not to bean enemy unto his 
friend, and be true to his friendſhip notwithſtanding ; bur if he 
knowes him to be an enemy, he mult break utterly with the one, 
if he leanes to the other. 


Thirdly, Yet farther in the third place,fo vaſt is the difference, : 


that ſome kind of ſinnes commitred out of, and againſt know. 
ledge, utterly exclude from mercy for time to come ; which 
. Cone out of ignorance, remained capable of, and might have ob. 


mercy, which done ignorantly leave a capacity of it 
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3 


rained it ; as perſecating the Saints, blafpheming Chrift,&c. Pauls 
will was as much in thoſe aRts themſelves, and as hearty as thoſe 
that ſinne againſt the Hely Ghoſt: for he was mad againſt the 
Church,and in theſe ſinnes, as himſclf fayes, not finning willing. 
ly herein onely, but being carried on with fr as hot and as for- 
ward as the Phariſees that ſinned that finne : onely fayes he, 
ITim 1.131 did it ignorantly,therfore I obtained mercy. Though it- 
was ignorently done, yet there was need of mercy ; bur yet in that 
he did it but ignorantly, there was a capacity and place for mercy 
which otherwiſe had not been. But thus to ſinne after a man hath 
received the knowledge of the truth, ſhuts a man out from mercy, 
Heb.10.and there is no more ſacrifice far frnne, for ſuch ſianes ; I lay, 
ſach-finnes as theſe, thus dire&ly againlit the Goſpel, when com- 
mitted with knowledge, For ſinnes againſt the Law, though a. 
gainſt knowledge, there was an atonement, as appeares, Levir, 6, 
from the 1. verſe to the 8. where he inftanceth in forfwearmg : 
But ro perſecute the Saints, and Chriſts truth, with malice, after 
knowledge of it, there z5 xo more ſacrifice : not that ſimply the 
fhane is ſo greatin the a& it ſclfe of perſecution, for Paz did it 
out of ignorance ; but becauſe it is ouc of knowledge :. ſo vaſt a 
difference doth knowledge and ignorance put between the guilt 
of the ſame ſinne, «+ SL - | 

And therefore indeed, to conc'ude this in the Jalt place, this 
is the higheſt ſtep of the ladder, next to turning off : the very 
higheft bur of fjpning againſt the Holy Ghoſt : which muſt needs 
argue it the higheſt aggravation of ſinning, when it aſcends fo 
high, when it brings a. man-to thebrinck, and next to falling in- 
to the bottomleſle pit, irrecoverably. And therefore to fiwne 
preſumptuonſly (which tsall one) and to ſane againſt knowledge, 
(as appeares, Numb. 15. 26, 27, 28, 29, 30. It being there op- 
poſed to finning out of ignorance, (ſuck a finne as. David did, 


. of whom it is ſaid, 2 Sam. 12.9. That he deſpiſed the word of 


the Lord : which phraſe alſo is uſed to expreſic ſinnes of pre- 
ſamption, ver. 31. of that 15. of Numbers.) To ſome, I lay, 
preſumptuonſly , is the higheſt ſtep : So in Davids account, 
Pſal. 1:9..12, x3. For firft he prayes, Lord keeps me from [6 
cxet ſomes, (which he maketh finnes of ignorance) and then. 
next he prayes againſt pre/nmpruons ſinner, (which, as the pn 

100; 
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bride: ſhewes , are prnes agamſt knowledge : ) For (ayes he) sf they 


2t deminion over me, 1 ſhall not be free from| that great offence, ] 


That is, that unpardonable finne, which ſhall never be forgiven ; 
ſo 3s theſe are nearelt it of any other : yet not ſo, as that every 
one that falls into ſuch a finne cominits it, bur he is nigh to ir, at 
the next ſtep to it. For to commit that finne, but two things are 
required ; /ight in the minde, and malice in the heart : not malice 
alone, unlefle there be /zght ; for then that Apoltic had ſinned it : 
ſo as knowledge is the Parent of it, 1t 25 after receiving the kyow- 
ledge of the truth, Heb.10. 27,28. 
\ Theſe are the Demonſtrations of it, the 
Reaſons are 

Firſt, Becauſe knowledge of God and his wayes,is the greateſt 
mercy, next to ſaving grace; He hath not dealt | fo] With every 
Nation, Wherein ? 1a giving the kxowledge of his Wayes : and as 
itis thus, ſo to a Nation, fo to a Man ; and therefore Chriſt 
ſpeaking of the gift of k-o\v/cdge, and giving the reaſon why it 
ſogreatly condemneth, Lzke 12.48.fayes, For to Whom | mnch Jus 
given, mach s required, Asif he had faid, To know his Maſters 
will, that is the great talent of all other, There is a{ mach] in 
thar, Thus it vas in the Heathens clteeme alfo : They acknow- 
ledged their fooiith wiſdome in morall and naturall Philoſophy, 
their greateſt exceHezxcy : and therefore Plato thanked God for 
three things ; that he was 2 Zan, an Athenian, and a Phileſopher. 
And Rom, 1.22. the Apottle mentions it as that excelency they 
did profeſſe. Apd Solomon, of all vanities ſayes this is the beſt 
vanity, and that it exceeds folly, as light doth darkeneſſe, Eeclel. 2. 
But ſurely much more is the kyowleage of the Law, and of God, as 
we have it revealed to us ; this mult needs he munch more excel- 
lent, And ſo the Jewes eſteemed theirs ; as in this fecond Chap, 
of the Romans, the Apoſtle ſhewes alio of them, that they mage 
their boaſt of the Law, and their forme of knowledge of it, and appro- 
wing the things that are excellent. And what doe the two great 
books of the creatures, and the Word, and all meanes effe ſerve 
for, bur ro increaſe knowledge ? If therefore all rend to this, this * 
tsthen the greateſt mercy of all the reſt, 

For ſecondly, * God hath appointed knowledge as the imme. 
date guide of men in all their wayes, to bring them to _— 
E 3 an 
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| Aggravations of [inning 


and repentance,for to that it leads them. It is that fame 73 5ſmuire- 
xoy, as the Philoſopher call'd it : and therefore the Law, Rom, 7, 
1, 2, is compared to an Huſband, ( ſo farre as it is written in, or 
revealed in the heart ) that as an Huſband 1 the guide of the Wife 
in her yonth, ſo is the Law to the heart, And whereas beaſts are 
ruled by a bit and bridle, God he rules men by knowledge. And 
therefore if men be wicked, notwithſtanding this light, they muſt 
needs ſinne highly, ſeeing there is no other curbe for them, as 
they are men, bat this : if he will deale with them as men, this is 
the onely way ; and therefore if.that will not doe it, it is ſuppo- 
ſed nothing will. 
' It is kyowledge makes men capable of finne, which beaſts are 
not ; therefore the more knowledge, (if men be wicked with... 
| all) the more ſinne muſt neceſſarily be reckoned to them : ſo as 
God doth not ſimply look what mens ations and affeRions are, 
but.chiefly what their knowledge is,and accordingly judgeth men 
more or leſſe wicked. I may illuſtrate this by that compariſon, 
which I may allude-unto : That as in Kingdomes, God meaſures 
out the wickedneſſe thereof, and ſo his puniſhments accordingly, 
principally, by the guides,the governours thereof, what they are, 
and what they doe ; asin the 5 .of Feremze,the 4.verſeit appears; 
where firſt God lookes upon the poore people, bur, he excaſeth 
them,theſe are fooliſhgand knoW not the Way of the Lord : and there» 
fore God would bave been moved to ſpare the Kingdome, not- 
withſtanding their finnes. But from them at the 5. verſe he goes 
to view the Rulers, I will get me to the great men, for theſe have 
knowne the Way of the Lord: and when he ſaw that theſe had 
broken the bauds, then, how ſhall I pardon thee for thu ? Soisitin 
his judgement towards a particular man : when God lookes 
downe upon a man, and ſees him in his courſes excecding looſe, 
and wicked, he lookes firſt upon thoſe rude affcRions in him, 
which are uncleane, prophane, debaucht, greedy of all wicked- 
neſſe ; Ay but ſayes he, theſe are fooliſh of themſelves, but I will 
looke upon his underſtanding, and upon the ſuperiour faculties, 
\. Whichare the guides of theſe affeRions, and ſee what they di- 
| Rate to theſe unruly affeRions, to reſtraine them : And when he 
| finds that the guides themſelves are enlightned, and have knowne 
the way of the Lora, and that the will and the affections, _—_> 
| informe 
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againſt Knowledge. 


informed with much knowledge, yet breake all bands, then how 
ſoall I pardon thee? Thee, who art a knowing drunkard, and a 
knowing uncleane perfon,&c. ſo as thus to ſiane,aggravates and 
maketh ſine ont of meaſure ſinful. 

Now that--knowledge and reaſon is a mans grige, will further 
appeare by this : That even erroncors knowledge doth put an 
ebligation, a bond, and a tie upon a man : which can be in no other 
reſpe&, but becauſe knowledge is appointed to be a mans guide. 
Thos if a m:an thinkes a thing ( which is in it ſelf common and 1»- 
different ) to be a ſinne, and forbidden, ( as Roms, 14. 4+) although 
the Law forvids 1t not, yet ro hims it is uncleane, though 1» Chriſt 
it is ot #xc/eanc,that is, by the Law of Chriſt, For, this his know- 
ledge and judgement of the thing, hath ro him the force of a Law : 
for it propounds it to him as a Law, and as from God ; which rea- 
fon of hi, God hath appointed as his immediate gnide : and the 
Wil is to follow nothing that is evi4, which is repreſented to it, 
as evill ; this is the Law of meer nature in all conditions ; there- 
foreif a man ſhould doe an ation which is in it ſelfe good, if he 
thought it to be evi}, he {hould finne, and fo e contra, for he goes 
28ainſt the diate of nature. So that erroxcos kzowleage, though 
againſt the Law, is a /aw to we, though not per ſe, yet per accidens. 
Now therefore if to goe againſt a falſe light of conſcience be yer 
a ſinne, though it proves that the commandement allowes the 
thing was done, and was for it, then to goe againſt the true light 
of the Law, how ſinfull is it ? | 

Againe, thirdly, the knowledge'of the Law binds the perſon 
ſo much the more to obedience, by how much the more he knows 
it: ſo as though it would be a finne, when he knows not the Law 
to tranſgreſle it, yet when he knows it, it is a greater ſinne, -'Tis 
true indeed, that coxcience and the Law, when they meet, make 
up but ove Law, not two diſtin Lawes : and-therefore in /inning 
againſt knowledge, though a man doth not. commit two diſtin&t 
- finnes, yet the knowledge of it doth adde a further degree of 
finfulneſſe to it : As a cloath is the ſame cloath when it is white, 
that it was when it is dyed witha ſcarlet dye; yet then it hath 
a'dje, a tinfure given it, which is more worth than the cloath : 
and ſo when you ſinne, not knowing the Law, the ſinne is the 


lame for ſabſtance, ic would beif yon had knowne it ; yer that 


know- 


That know- 
ledge is ſo pro- 
ved, in that an 
erroneous con- 
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- Aggravations of ſinwing 


knowledge dyes it, makes it a (carlet ſine, 3s Eſay ſpeaks, farre 
greater and deeper in demerit, than the finne ic ſelfe : and the 
ground of this is, becauſe Lawes then come to be in force, When they 


Laws come in are promnlged, and made knowne : ſo as the wore they are pro. 
torce whe pro- mulged and made knowne, the more is the force of their bing. 


mul ced, 


ing, and fo the greater grit, Therefore Dem, x1. 12.3. 8. God 
ſtraitens the cords more, the binding force of the Law more up. 
on thoſe Femes conſciences, to whom he at firſt perſonally with 
majeſty had promulgated ir, than upon their children, chough 
upon theirs alſo, Now if all Gods Laiwves, being made knowne 
to eAdaem, binde us, and are in force, and this when we know 
them not ; then if we doe know them,or might know them, they 
binde much more : and ſtill the more clearly we know them, 
the obligation increaſeth, and the guilt inſuing with it : and the 
rather, becauſe now when we come to know them, they are a» 
new promulged, in a way of a peculiar mercy ; we having de- 
faced the knowledge of them in our fall. 
Fourthly, When the Law, being knowne, 18 broken, there is the 


4. 
There is the more contempt caſt upon the Law, and the Law-giver alſo ; and 
more comemPt fo a higher degree of finning. And therefore Numbers 15. 30, 


caſt upon the 


Liw. 


An fins againſt 


He that ſinnes oat of knowledge, is ſaid to reproach the Lord, and to 
deſpiſe the Word, And therefore Sax! finning againſt knowledge, 
Samuel calleth it rebellion : and though it were but in a ſmall 
thing, yet he parallels it with witchcrafr, So alſo Fob 24. 13. they 
are ſaid to rebell, when they ſinne againſt light ; becauſe rebellion 
is added to diſobedience: For knowledge is an Officer ſet to ſce 
the Law executed, and fulfilled ; and makes God preſent to the 
conſcience, Therefore Rom. 2. 14. it iscalled a Witneſſe ; and 
therefore in /inz:ug againſt knowledge, men are ſaid to /inne before 
the face of the Lord himſelf; now what a great contempt 1s that ? 
Therefore alſo P/a/. 50. the hypocrite ſinning againſt knowleage, 
is ſaid to caſt the law of God behind his back : fo as there is a con- 
tempt inthis ſinning, which is in no other. 

Fifrly, the more k-ow/edge a man (inneth againſt, the more 


knowledge, the 7be Wil! of the ſinner is diſcovered to be for fre, as ſme. Now 
voluntarium eſt regula & menſtira attionum moralium : Walling- 
neſſe ir ſinning, is the ſtandard and meaſure of ſinues, The lefle will, 
the lefle ſinge : ſs much is cut off, the lefle the will.cloſeth with 

: | it; 
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mor? with (in, 
as finne. 


againft Knowledge. 
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it; at leaſtwiſe ſo much is added, by how much the will is more 
: init : and therefore the higheſt degree of ſinning is expreſt to us 
by /inning willingly,and this after kyowledge,Heb.10, Now though 
an ignorant man commits the at as willingly, as when Pas! per- 
ſecuted the Church, yet he commits it not conſidered as fine, till 
he hath the knowledge of ic : but then when it is diſcovered to 
be ſinne, and the more clearly it is ſo diſcovered, the will may be 
ſaid to joyne with it as ſinne. Therefore the Apoſtle ſayes, To 
him'that knowes to doe well, and doth it not, to him it ts ſin, Jam. 4.17. 
becauſe by hisknowſedge the thing is repreſented as fin ; and ſo 
he cloſeth with it the more,under that notion and apprehenſion. 
Sixthly, In ſinning againſt knowledge, a man condemnes him- 6. 
ſelfe ; but when out of eg»orance meerly, the Law onely doth In finning a- 
condemne him. So Rom. 2.1. A manhaving knowledge in that re know- 
Wherein he judgeth another, he condemneth himſelfe. $0 Roms. 14. _ 4. 0009 
Now as /elf- murder is the higheſt degree of murder , and an re as 
aggravation of it ; ſo /elf condemning muſt needs be reckoned, '— 
God tooke it as a great advantage over him that, hid his ta- 
lent, that oz of thine ewne month I Will condemne thee, thou Wicked 
ſervant. . 
| The dodtrine being thus proved, Firſt, T will explaine, What #t 3. Things 


4 to ſinne againſt knowledge. handled cog. 
Secondiy, I will give the'aggravations of it, cecning lins a= 


Thirdly, I will give rules to meaſure (innes of kyowledge by, and [aro nOWs | 
the greatneſſe of them in any a, oO h 
_ Laſtly, The uſe of all, : | 
For the firſt, what ir is to ſinne againſt knowledge. Firſt, to 
explaine it, I premiſe theſe diſtinions, "al 
_ The firſt diſtinRion. That ir is one thing to finne with kyow- I. What it is to 
leage, another thing againſt knowledge. ſinne againſt 
There are many ſinnes doe paſſe from a man With his know- Knowledge ex- > 
ledge, which yet are not againſt knowledge. This is to be obſerved * _ 
for the removall of a ſciuple which may ariſe in ſome that are T, Co 
godly, who elſe may be wounded with this doAtrine through a knowledge and 
miſtake, azainſt knows - 
A regenzrate man is, and muſt needs be ſuppoſed guilty of #42%:90 differ. 
more knowne ſinnes, than an wnregenerate may : and yet he com- 
mits fewey againſt kyowledge, than he, | 
TE ; uu 


Firſt, 
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edge, 


of it, brings it to the Law, conteſts againſt jr, condemnes it, and 


Firſt, I ſay, he is gwilty of more known ſinnes : For he takes no- 
tice of every ſinful} diſpoſition that is ſtirring in him, every by. 
end, every contrariety unto holinefſe , deadnefſe to duty, re. 
lnRancy to ſpirituall datics : and when regenerated, beginneth 
toſee and know more evill by himſelf, than ever he did before : 
h-: ſees as the Apolile ſayes of himſclfe, Rav. 10. al concnpiſe 
cexce : and the holier a man is, the more he diſcerns and knowes 
his ſinnes : So fayes the Apoſtle, Rom. 7.18. 1 know that in me 
adwels no good thing. 'And ver. 21, I fiude When I Wonld doe good, 
«vill 65 preſent with me. And 23, T ſee another Iiw. All theſe, he 
{zyes, he perceived and found daily in himfelfe : and the more 
holy that he grew, the more he faw them. For the purer and 
clearer the light of Gods Spirit ſhines in a man, the more finnes 
he knowes : he will fee lults ftreaming up, flying in his heart, 
hke moates in the Sunne, or ſparkes our of a furnance, which elſe 
he had not ſeen : the clearer the Snn-beam is which is let into 
the heart, the more thou wilt ſee them. | 
But yet in the ſecond place, I adde, that nevertheleſſ he /i»nes 
lefſe againſt krowledge : For then we are properly ſaid to ſinne 
againſt knowledge, when we doe take the fulfilling of a laſt, or 
the performance of an outward ation, a duty, or the like, into 
deliberation and conſideration, and conſider motives againſt the 
iinne, or to the duty, and yet commit that finne, yeeld to it, 
and nouriſh that luſt, and omit that duty : Here'now we fin not 
onely With krowledge, but againft knowledge : becauſe knowledge 
ſept in, and oppoſed us in it, comes to interrupt and prevent 
ns: but now in thoſe failings in duty, and ſtirring of tuſts inthe 
regenerate afore mentioned , the caſe is otherwiſe : they arc 
committed indeed with knowledge, but not againſt it ; For it is 
not in the power of knowledge to prevent them : for wot pri- 
-wo primi 9% cadunt ſub libertatems ; but yet though ſuch finnes 
will arife againe and againe, yet fayes 2 good heart, they muſt not 


think to paſſe uncontrouled and nnſcene : Therefore let not poor 


foules miſtake me, as if I meant, throughout this diſcourſe, 
of all ſinnes which are knowne to be. ſinnes, but T mean ſuch 
finnes as are committed againſt knowledge : that is, when know- 
ledge comes and examines a finne, in, or before the committing 


yet 
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againſt Knoy\edge. 


yet a man approveth it, and conſenteth to it; when a duty and 
a ſince are brought before knowledge, as Barabbas and Chriſt 
afore Pilate, and thy knowledge doth againe and againe tell 
thee ſuch a ſinne is a great ſinne, and ought to be crucified, and 
yet thou cryeſt, let ir goe, and ſo for the duty, it tels thee again 
and again it ought tobe ſubmitted unto,and yet thou omitrelt it, 
and committeſt the ſinne, chooſeſt Barabbas rather than Chrft, 


theſe are fins againſt knowledge: now ſuch ſins againſt knowledg 


break a mans peace, and the more conſideration before had, the 


more the peace is broken, 

The ſecond diſtinion is, that men fin againſt knowledge, ei- 
ther dire1y, or colaterally : ebjeftively, or circumſtantially. 

Firſt direfly, when knowledge it ſelfe is the thing men a- 
buſe, or fight againſt, becommeth the ohje, the terminus, the 
butt and marke ſhot at ; this is to (in direAly againſt knowledge 
it ſelfe. | 

The ſecond way, co/aterally, is, when knowledge is but a cir- 
cumſtance in our ſinnes : ſo as the pleaſure of fome fin (we know 
to be a ſin) is the thing aimed at ; and that our knowledge ſteps 
but in between to hinder us in it, and we commirc it notwith- 
ſtanding, thowgh We doe know it ; here knowledge is indeed fin- 
ned againſt, yet but collateraly, and as a ſtander-by, but as cir- 
cumftance only, ſhot at per accidens, concomitanter, and by the by, 
25 one that ſteps in to part a fray is ſmitten, for labouring to 
hinder them in their ſin, as the Sodomites quarrelled with Lor : 
they are both found in this Chapter, and therefore come fitly 
within the compaſſe of this diſcourſe. | 

Firſt, This collateral kind of finning againſt knowledge is men- 
tioned inthe 21 Verſe, where he ſayes, They knew God, yet they 
| glorified him not : there knowledge is made but a circumſtance of 
their ſinning ; they ſinned againit ic but collaterally. But then 
that other kind of ſinning direRly againſt knowledge, is mentt- 
oned ver. 28, They liked net to retaine God in their knowleage : 
| thatis, they hated this knowledge it ſelf, ſo as now they did not 
only love finne, they knew to be finne, but alſo they loved not the 
knowledge of it ; ſo that becauſe both are thus clearly inſtanced 
if, we will ſpeak of both more largely, 


Now finnes direfHy againſt knowledge it ſelfe are many : - 
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Aggravations of ſinning 
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will reduce the chief heads of them into two branches: 


Firſt, In regard of onr ſelves, 
Secondly, In regard of others. 

Firſt, in regard of our ſelves, five wayes we may thus. finne a- 
o4inſt knowledge it ſelfe, 

Firſt, when we abuſe knowledge to help us to ſinne : as firlt, 
to plot and contrive a finne, as das plotted to betray his Ma- 
ſer, if he could conveniently ; ſo the text ſayes, Mark 14.11, he 
would doe it wiſely : and thus thoſe that came to intrap Chriſt 
with moſt cunning queſtzons, did fin, and thoſe who plot againſt 
the jult, as P/al. 37.12. 

So ſecondly, when men uſe their wiſdomes to tell a cunning 
lye, to cover a ſinne ; as Plato ſayes, men of knowledge, /ant ad 
mendacia potentiores & ſapientiores : whereas-fooles, though they 
vould lye, yet often tell trath ere they are aware. 

But alſo thirdly, when they abuſe morall knowledge, which 
yet, as eAriFotle ſayes, is leaſt apt to be (I am ſare ſhould leaſt 
be)abuſed,ſo as ro make a ſhew of good pretences to cover their 
fianes, and diſſemble them; not only by finding out ſome cun- 
ning artificiall colour, as David did in the matter of Uriah--.- 
chance of warre (ſayes he) falls to all alike : but when menare 
ſo impudently kypocriticall, as to make uſe of religious pre- 
rexts, (as the Devill ſometimes doth) as $axl, who pretendsto 


Samnel, I have done the will of the Lord : and when Sammwel told» 


him of the cattell, oh, ſayes he, they are for a ſacrifice ; when God 
had expreſly commanded to kill them afl. But this ſhife ſhifted 
him out of his Kingdome, Samwe! pronounceth him a rebell in 
it, Rebellion 15 ſinne again#t knowledge, there he knew.it, Thus allo 
?ezabel coloured over the toning of A{4both with a ſolemn faſt. 
So 7das filth for mony with a charicable pretence, This might 
have been ſold, and given to the peore. In fins againſt knowledge, 
uſually the mind endeavours to find out a colour, and that pro- 
vokes God more than the'fin, becauſe we goe about to mock 
him. We ſee men cannot endure a ſhift, much lefſe the all- 
knowing God, not to be mocked : and we ſe it hard to con- 
vince ſuch an one. David was fain to be brought to the rack, ere 
he would confeſſe, when he had a ſhift ; and mendoe ſeek ſuch 
hifrs only in caſe of inning againſt conſcience : for elle there 
were 
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were no need, they would: be ſure to plead ignorance, as e6;. 
melech did. : 
Secondly , when men negleQ- the getting and obtaining of 
Lrowledge, which knowledge might keepand hinder them from 
linning, and might make them expert in duties. This is as much 
a5 £0 {inne againſt knowledge, although the ſinges be commitr- 
ted out of ignorance : yet that ignorance being through their 
owne defaule, it comes all to one : when it may be ſaid of men, 
as the Apoſtle doth of the Hebrewes, (hap. 5. 12. That for the 
zime they have had to learne, they might have beene teachers ; they 
had.yet need be taught againe the firſt principles. If a man had an 
Apprentice, who through negligence and want of heeding, and 
obſerving what he daily ſees and heares about his trade, might 
have got for his time much knowledge. in his trade, whereby 
He might have ſaved his maſter much, which he now hath loſt 


him.; and rid and perfefted much werk, he daily ſpoiles him ; 


ſuch carelefſe blockiſh ignarance it is juſt for his maſter to cor- 
ret him for, and to charge on him all that waſte and lofle, be- 
cauſe he might have knowne how.to have .done better. And 
therefore even they who thought ignorance in it ſelfe no finne 
( wherein they erred ) yet the negle& of knowledge upon this 
very ground, they thought a great finne, anJ thac it wonld 
be ſo arre from excuſing finnes , as that it wouid aggra- 
vate them. So here we ſee theſe Gentiles (ſhall not oncly. 
be reckoned with for the atuall knowledge they had attained 
to, and finned againft.; but alſo for what they might have had 
and have picked out of the creatures, For ſo the Apoſtle brings 
in this here in the 20,verſe, that the power of God being cleerly 
ſeen in the creatares, they negleRing to ſpell and read it,ſo much 
knowledge as they might have got, God will reckon to them, 
and aggravate their ſins by. 

Thirdly, whictris yet much worſe, when men refuſe know- 
ledge that they may fin the morefreely; and ſo ſtop the care, 
leſt they ſhould be charmed : As when men are loath, 
and afraid, and dare not read ſuch a book as diſcovers, or mighc 
diſcover that: truth to them. the ſubmiſſion to which wou! 
prejudice them, and this to the end that they may plead igno- 


rance of. their finne. Thus alſo thoſe thac aſſeat not to truth 
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when it comes Rrongly upon them, but ſeeke to evade it, Bur 
1 (or. 14. 38. when the Apoſtle had clearly diſcovered the trath 
in thoſe things controverted, ſo as who ever was ſpiritnall; or not 
fully blind, might ſee,and would acknowledge the trath : then he 
ſhuts up his diſcourſe about them, ver. 27. 1f any be ignoran, 
let him be ignorant : for itis wilfull, it #5 affefted ; he ſpeaks it, as 
elſewhere, Revel, wlt. it is ſaid, He that # nnjuſt, let bim be unjuſt 


ſtill: that is, he that will be unjuſt, and refuſeth co turn,let him 20 


on. Thijs is a great ſinne, for God, you ſec, gives ſuch a man over; 
one that is but neglefull, or dull of capacity, God will take 
paines with him, to teach him, and beare with him, as Chriſt did 
with his Diſciples : but if he be wilfully ignorant, he lets him die 
in his ignorance, and yet will reckon with him, as if all his finnes 
had been committed againſt knowledge, becauſe he refuſed to 
know. 

The fourth is to hate the light, and to endeavour to extin- 
guiſh it. This is yet much worſe, when men hate the Word, and 
the Miniſters of it, the examples of Gods people, and the light 
they carry with them ( they ſhining as lights in a crooked gentergs 
tion, Phil.2. 15. and yet they hate theſe, as theeves doe a torch in 
the nighe, and flic againſt the light, as batts doe, and as the Jewes 
did, 7ohn 3.20. ) This Chriſt ſayes is the great condemning ſinne of 
all others. So theſe Gentiles put Socrates to death ior repro- 
ving them. And thus men finne alſo, when they labour to ex- 
tinguiſh the light in their owne conſciences, and like not to retaine 
God in their knowledge, ver. 28. but would ſtudy the art of forget- 
fulneſſe : When men have put the candle out, and drawne the 
curtaines, that they may ſinne, and ſleep in ſinne more freely and 
ſecurely, Thus thoſe alſo finne in a higher meaſure, who have 
had acleare convition, that they ought to be thus ſri, and 
ought to ſanRifie the Lords day, and pray privately, but now 
have loſt this light, and chinke they need not be ſo ſtrit: when 
men continue not in what they were ouce aſſured of, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, 2 Tim.3. 14+ theſe ſinne againſt their knowledge, and are 
the worlt of ſuch ſinners : and this eſtate Ar5forle himſelf makes 

Patum waligni, the tate of a wicked one, Namely, when the ſparks 

of light are extinguiſh or hated. For when any mans /ght # loſt 

and trrned into darkneſſe by ſinning,then, as Chriſt ſayes,how great = 
5s 
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5 that darkyeſſe ? When good Jawes are not onely not enaRted 


and embraced, but. repealed alfo, ( it is Ariftorles fimilitude, to 
diſtinguiſh an incontinent perſon, and a wicked man) this is an 
hizh kinde of inning: So of theſe Gentiles it is faid, their fool: 
heart Was darkeued ; they'had extinguiſht ſame of that light God 
gave them. -As ſome drinke away their wits, ſo ſome ſine away 
their conſciences ; and thus by degrecs, they firſt finne away the 
light of the Word they had, as they in 7ade, who were reli- 
gious once, and then they queach even that little ſpark of nature 
chat is left. Alſo verſe 10. corrmpting themſelves in what they know 
naturally. | 

Fiftly, Men ſinne againſt knowledge yet worſe, when they 
hold opinion againſt their knowledge. So many are ſaid to doe, 
in 1 72.4.2. he foretels they ſhould ſpeak lies in Hypacrife, and 
invent lies that ſhould have a pretence of Holineſſe ; which they 
know to be a lye, or elſe they ſhould not be ſaid to ſpeak lyes 1: 
hypocriſie ; but they doe it to maintaine their honour and great- 
nefſe, which muſt downe, if their doctrine prove falſe : and 


though many are givenup zo belceve their lyes, 2 Theſ. 24 111 as 


a puniſhment of rheir-not lovimg the truth ; yet others of 'them 
ſhall know they are lyes, and yet vent them for truths. Thus 
when men faſhion their opinion to the times and wayes of pre- 
ferment, and their dependances on Great ones, or to maintaine 


and uphold a fafhion,or out of pride, having broached anerrour, 


maintaine it, though the pulling out that one tile doth untile all 


the houſe. Theſe are the two cauſes given of perverting the truth,. 


I T#8.6. 4,5. namely, pride and covetouſneſſe,and ſuppoling gaine 
godlizeſſe, and ſo faſhioning their religion accordingly ; when 
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men are Knights of the poſt, that will write or ſpeak any thing, 


whereby they may get gain and preferment. 
\. Secondly, men ſinne againſt knowledge in regard of others, 


Firſt by concealing it : the Apoſtle indeed fayes in a certaine 


caſe, Haſt thor kyowtedge ? keep it to thy ſelf; He ſpeaks it of opi- 
niors or practices about things indifferent, which might ſcanda- 
| lnethkeweake z but if thon haſt knowledge, which may \edific 
thy brother, thou oughreſt to communicate it. Socrates, knowing 
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himſelf, and not to teach ir to others, he would not accept life 
upon ſuch a condition : and I remember he expreſleth his reſolu- 
tion in words very nigh the ſame words the eLpoſtles uſed, 49; 
4. 20. whether it be better to obey (God than men, judge you : And, 
we cannot but teach the things we have heard and [een,fayes Chriſt ; 
for knowledge is a thing will boyle within a man for vent, and 
cannot be impriſoned : It is light, and the-end why light was 
made, was fo be ſet up to give light. And Chriſt argues from an 
apparent abſurdity to put a light under a buſhell, which may 
give light to all the houſe ; Haſt thou knowledge of God and of 
his wayes, thou canſt not but ſpeake ( if withall thou haſt bur a 
200d heart ) to all in the family, to thy wife in thy boſome, 8&c, 
God tooke it for granted, that Abraham would teach his chil- 
dren what he ſhould know from him : The ſame diſpoſition is 
in all the children of Abraham. 

Secondly, when men endeavour to ſuppreſſe knowledge. As 
the Phariſces, they kept the keyes of it in their hands, and would 
not open the creaſtres of it themſelves, nor let others doe it 
neither. So they (Adts 4. 16.) could not deny but a great miracle 
was done by the Apoſtles ( ſay themſelves ) bat that it fpread no 

further, let us threaten them, and charge them, that they ſpeake no 
more #1 his name, And this they did againſt their conſciences, by 
their-own profeſſion, we cannot deny it : as if they had ſaid, if we \ 
could we would, bur it was too manifeſt it was the truth. So 
when Maſters keep their Servants from the meanes of know- 
ledge, they are thus guilty. | 

Thirdly, when we would make others ſinne againſt their con- 
ſciences. The Phariſees,when the blind man would not ſay as they 
faid, they caſt him out ; they would have had him fay that Chriff 
was a ſinner, when through the ſmall light he had, he judged it 
evident-enough, that a ſinner ſhould not doe ſuch a miracle, as 
was never done ſince the world began, And ſo Zezahel made the 
Judges and Witneſſes ſinne againſt conſcience, in accuſing Na- 
both + and ſo ſome of the Gentiles, that would hold correſpon- 
dency with the Jewes, would have conſtrained the Ga/athians to 
be circumciſed, Gal.6.12. Thoſe that knew that circumciſion was 
to be aboliſhr, yer they would perſwade them to it by club-ar- 


gument, drawne from avoiding perſecution, not from m—_ 
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againſi Knowledge, 
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of the Truth, or by reaſons that might convince them, and 
their conſciences : therefore he ſayes, they conſtrained them. 
The perſwaders might indeed glory, as having their cauſe and 
fide ſtreathened, bur they wanne little credit to their cauſe by 
ic ; for as the perſwaders arguments were ſuited to flzth, fo the 
others yeelding was out of fleſh, and {6 they glory #n your fleſh and 
weakneſle, fayes he ; as the Papiſts urged Cranmer, not by argu- 
- ments, but threats and promiſes to recant ; this is the greateſt 
cruelry in the world, to have a man murder himſelfe, ſtab his 
conſcience, To offend a weak conſcience is a ſinne, if bur paſſive- 
ly, when thou doſt ſomething before his face, which his conſci- 
ence is a92inſt : but if thou -makeſt him wound his own conſci- 
ence, and to doe an at himſelfe, which his owne conſcience is 
apainſt, it is much. worſe : as if thou beeſt a Maſter, and haſt a 
ſervant who pleadeth cox/c:exce, that he cannot lye for thy ad- 


vantage in thy (hop, or who will not doe unlawfuil buſineſſe on ' 


the Sabbath day, and pleads conſcience, wilt thou ſmite him, 
and whip him ? God Will /mite thee, thou White] Wall, How dareſt 
thou ſmite him, and ſo cauſe him to doe that for which God 
will whip him worſer 2 Shew mercy to thoſe under you, enform 
their confciences, wring them not, you may hap to break the 
wards if you doe, 

Now for fines committed co!laterally, or per modum circum- 
Fantie, (that I may ſo expreſle it) againlt knowledge, they are 
done either when particular as of fin are committed,and duties 
omitted, againſt light and knowledge; and ſo the Saints may and 
do often ſin againſt knowledge. Or, 

Secondly, in regard of a knowne eſtate of finne and im- 
penitency perſiſted in; when men continue, and goe on in 
oy a ſtate againſt conviction of conſcience, that ſach is their e- 

ates, 

For the firſt, becauſe particular as of ſinne committed 
againlt knowledge are infinite, and there wil be no end of jn- 
ſtancing in particulars, therefore I will not inſiſt : Onely in 
brief this diſtintion concerning ſuch as may be obſerved, and 
the obſervation of it may be uſefull ; That ſome a&s of finnes 
againit kyowledge, are meerly tranſient : that is, are done and en- 
ced at once, And though the guilt of them is eternall, yer the 
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extent of the at is finiſhed with the committing it, and reachel 
no farther : as a vaine oath, breach of the Sabbath, &c. Which 
as cannot be repealed, though they may be repe nted of. But 
others there are,which though the at may bebut once outward- 
ly and prof iſcdly done, yet have an habituall and continy- 
ed permanency, life, and ſubſiſtence given it, ſuch as that un- 
till a man doth recall them , he may he ſaid continually to re- 
new thoſe acts, and every day to be guilty of them, and to 
maintaine it, and ſo habitually to commit them, As it is 
wich Lawes, which though made but once, are yet continued 
acts of the Stare, whillt they ſtand in force unrepealed : ſois it 
in ſome ſitines. For inſtance, when a man.doth take goods from 
his neighbour unjuſtly, the act indeed is done but once : but till 
he reſtores them, he may be ſaid to iteal them ; every day, every 
hour, he continues to doe it habitually ; So a man having ſubſcrt- 
bed to faliſhovd, or recanted the eruch publickly,the aA, though 
done but once, yet untill a retraction be ſome wayes made, 
he continues that a, and ſo 1s daily anew guilty of it, $0 ifa 
man {ſhould marcy one, whom 1t is unlawful} for him to marry, 
(as Herod did) though that finfull a& of eſpouſals, whereby 
they entred into it, was ſoone diſpatcht ; yet, til! a divorce, he 
lives in a continuall fiane, And ſuch afts (of this latter ſort [ 
meane) againſt knowledge are mott dangerous to commit ; be- 
cauſe to continue thus in them, though but orce committed, ha- 

zards a mans eſtate; and therefore m-n tiad, when they come to 
repent, the greace!t ſnare, and trouble, and difficu! ty 1n ſech kind 
of tins ; to cxtricare themf:lves on: of them by a meet and true 
repentance. 

But as concerning the firſt branch of this diſlinRion, namely, 
of particular a&s commitred againſt knowledge ; beſides this lalt 
diltinion t:1-firy rouched; I w cl anon ive you ſeverall 20 gr2Va- 
tions and jules, whereby to meaſure he f12fulneie that is in ſuch 
as ſo committed : bart in the mean time, the ſecond branch of 
this former diſtinction mult be infiſted upon, and therefore I will 
bring in theſe aggravations and rajes which concerne particular 
as, as diſtin Heads, after I have bricfly ſpoken to this other 
which ts, That 

Secondly, thoſe finne againſt knowledge, who goe on , an 

enate 
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eſtate of ſin and impenitency, which they know to be damrabl: : 
As Pharaoh, Exod. 9.27. Who confeſt, that he and his people 
were wicked, and yer hardened himſelf in fin moſt dangerouſly : 
and yet three ſorts of men may apparently be convinced thus to 
{rane, 

Eiſt, thoſe that keep out, and withdraw themſelves from 
profefſing Chriſt and his waycs, and the fear of his name, out 
of ſhame or feare of man, or loſſe of preferm-nr, or the like 
worldly ends, who yet they are conviaced that they are Gods 
wayes, and ouz2ht to be profeiled by them. T doe nor ſay, that 


all, who doe not come 1n to profeſſe Chrilt,- and that doe not 


joyne themſelves with his peop'e, that they go on againſt know- 
ledge ; for many are ignorant, and miſtaken avout th:m: but 
when men are convinced of the truth, and neceſſity of profeſ. 
ſing and confeſi:g of it even #2ato ſalvation (as the Apoltle ſpeaks, 
Rom, 10.) and yet out of fear, or ſhame, keep {till on the 0- 
ther ſide, drawing in their hornes all rogether, Theſe go on in 
an eſtate of impenitency againſt knowledge ; for put all theic 
rogether, and it mult needs appear to be fo ; As firſt, when they 
are convinced that this is the truth, and that ſalvation and the 
power of religion is onely to be found in ſuch wayes and men : 
And ſecondly, that theſe are to be praQticed and profeſſed, 
and yet thirdly, out of ſhame, &c. keep ſtill a loofe off, and 
20e on a contrary way ; theſ: mult needes know, that they goe 
on in an eſtate of impenitency againſt knowledge, Tins was 
the caſe of many of the Pharri/ees, who therefore ſinned high- 
ly : they beleeved, and were convinced, that Chriſt was the 
Meſſiah ; and fo then to be confelt, and followed, and to be 
cleaved unto : and then alſo they muſt needs know, that his fol- 
lowers onely were the Chi/d-ea of God : Yet 7os 12. 42. it 1s 
ſaid, thoegh they thus beleeved on him, yet they aurſt 0: confeſſe 
him for fear of the Jewes, and of the Phariſees, ahd of being put 
ont of the Synagogues, At the latter day, Chrilt ſhall not nced ro 
ſever ſuch from the reſt as he will doe the ſheep from the goats ; 
for they willingly remain all their dayes amongſt them, whom 
they know to be goats, and refuſe the company, and fould, and 
food, and markes of the ſheep, which they know to be ſuch : 
they may apologize, and make faire with the Saints, that their 
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hearts are with them, but they will be rankt at the day of Judg- 
ment, as here they ranked themſelves, With the Workers of miquity, 
Of theſe doth the Pſalmiſt ſpeak, Thoſe that twrae aſide by their 
crorked wayes, ther ſhall the Lord leave with the workers of miquity, 

Thoſe atſo thus finne, and are to be jnyned with theſe, who 
krow the tearms and condition of falvation, and how they muſt 
part with all for Chriſt, and yet will not come to the price, ſuch 
doc g9oe deſperately on again{t knowledge in a bad eſtate, and do 
judge chemſclves unworthy of etcrnall life. Thus the young man 
in the Goſpel, he was told, that he was to {c]I all, and that was 
che condition, and he knew heaven was worth it, and was con- 
. vinced ofthe truth herein, that thus he ought to doe, for he were 
away ſorrowfull : now if he had not knowne that he went awa 
without happineſie, he needed not have been forrowfull at all, 
but he knew the bargain of ſalvation was not ſtrock up, and like- 
wiſe what it ſtruck at, and yet ſtill reſted in his former cord:tior, 
and choſe rather to enjSy his many poſſeſſions : This man now 
went on in his ſtate againlt knowledge, 

Secondly, as alſo thoſe who upon the ſame or like ground de. 
fer their repentance, theſe goe on ina bad eſtate, and muſt | 
needes know they doe ſo; for in that they promiſe to repent 
hereaf:er, and take up purpoſes to doe it, when they have gone 
on alittle while Jonger, to adde drunkenneſſe to thirlt, they 
doe thereby profelle that there is a work of grace, which they 
muſt aztaine to, cre they can bein the ſtate of grace : for they 
would not promiſe ſo much hereafter, but that they knoiv not 
how, without ſuch a work, they ſhould be ſaved, Whilſt there- 
fore ſuch ſhall reſt withour preſent endeavouring after it, ſo long 
they are judged in themſelves to bein a bad eſtate at preſent. 
When men know the curſes due to their preſent eſtate, and yet 
ſay as he, Dcat. 29. 19. Iwill go on ia the way of my heart, au1 
ſpall have peace aftcrward. This man fins moſt highly, and there- 
fore Gods wrath ſxzoakes againſt that man, and he ſayes of him, 
that he will not be merciful to him, in that place. 

Thirdly, ſur k and broken profeſſors, ſuch cannot bur go on in 
a bad eſtate 2giinſt knowledge, when either men are falne from 
the pratice and profeſſion of what is good, which once they 
thought neceſlary to ſalvation ; or when they continue to mn | 

| oſt 
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forth their profeſiion in Hypocrifie. T hoſe that have eſcaped the 
pollutions of the world, threngh the knowledge of Jeſ15 Chriſt, but 
but are returned to their vomit againe, ſome of theſe are inge- 
nious, and acknowledge both themſelves falne, and their preſent 
eſtate moſt miſerable, and yet goe on in it; and ſuch are to be 
piticd,but yet are in a melt dangerous condition. Sax! when he 
was falne away, yet had this ingenuity a while left, he defired $a- 
mel to pray to his God for him, and told David, that he was 
more righteous than he ; yet ſtill went on in his courſes, and in 


| the end ( as ſome have thought ) ſinned againſt the Holy Gho#Z7. 


But others there are, who though they be falne from all the 
inward, powerfull and fecret performance of duties they once 
did practice, and from all conſcience of (inning, yet retaine their 
profeſſion which they know to be but an out-ſide ; theſe of all 
others 20 on againſt knowledge ; and Rev.22.15, they are ſaid ro 


| make alje ; not onely to zel/a lye in words, but to make a lye in 


deeds. Now a lye is a finne of all others moſt againſt knowledge, 
and indeed againlt a doxeble knowledge, both fad and juris : and fo 
is this, 1, That they profeſſe themſelyes to be that they brow they 
are not. 2. That they will not endeavour after that ſtate they 
k:ow they ouzht to get into, if ever ſaved, This is the condition 


| of many, who being convinced of the power of religion, have 


launched forth into a profeſſion, and hoyſt up ſaile, but now the 
tyde is falne, the ſpirit withdrawne, the conſcience of ſinne ex- 
tinguiſht in them ; yet for their credit ſake ſtill beare their ſailes 
up as high as ever : even as many Merchants doe,who are /#»k in 
their eſtates, (till beare a faire ſhew, yea will ſeeme richer than 


ordinary, by purchzfing lands, &c. Such a Profeſſor was ?ndas, 


he began ſeriouſly, and thought to have gone to heaven, and was 
earneltin good duties at firtt : as they alſo, 2 Per. 2.18. they 
really , Or lows , eſcaped the pollutions of the world ,. through 
the knowledge of CHRIST, but in the end 7#dz became a groſſe 
Hypecrite, one that pretended the poore, when he loved the 
bagge ; and on the ſudden betrayed his Maſter, when yet the 
Diſciples knew it not,ſuſpefed Fudas as little as themſelves; and 
the end of thoſe alſo, in that fore-named place, it is ſaid to be 
Worſe than their beginniug, Now becauſe ſuch finne ſo highly 
againſt knowledge , therefore their puniſhment is made the 
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regula, of all other wicked mens ; as when it is ſaid, that other 
finners ſhall have their portion with Hypacrites : as the wicked An- 
gels puniſhment is made the meaſure of mens : Goe ye car(ed intg 
the fire prepared for the Devill and his eAagels : ſoamong men, 
ſuch grofſe Hypoctites, their puniſhment is made the rule, and ſo 
the chief of all kind of torments, which ſinners of the ſons of men 
ſhall undergoc. 

Now let me fpeak a word to all ſuch as thus g9 on in a ſtate of 
impenitency againſt knowledge:this is a high kind of finninz,and 
'of all the moſt deſperate,and doth argue more hardneſs of heart, 
and de5Þiſing the riches of Gods gooaneſſe. For if, as in the Roy, 
2. 4. to goe on in ſinne, when a man [ kyowes not | that is, cons 
fiders not that Gods mercy les him to repentance, 1 made the 
{igne aid effelt. of a very hard heart, trea/uring up wrath, then 
much more, when thou knowelt and confidereſt thou art in an 
impenitent condition, and haſt many motions leading thee to 
repentance, is thy heart then to be accounted hard ? When a man 
commits a particular a agaiaft knowledge, he haply and uſually 
Ri! thinks his eſtate may be good,and that he ſhall not loſe God 
utterly, or hazard the lofſe of him ; onely his ſpirit, being at pre- 
ſent empty of communion with him, he ſteales out to ſome 
ſtolne pleaſure : but when a man knowes his eſtate bad, and that 
he is without God in the world, and yet goes on, he doth hereby 
caſt away the Lora, and profeſſeth he cares not for him, or that 
communion which is to be had by him, as E/a# did his birth- 
right, | 

David, though he deſpiſed the Lord, yet he did not calt away 
the Lord, as Sar did : for Sar! ventured utterly to loſe him, 
knowing his eſtate naught, 

David, when he ſinned, thought Gods eterrall favour would 
ſtill continue, though for the preſent he might loſe the fenſe 
of it. : 

But when a man goes on in a ſtate of ſinning, he ventures the 
lofle of Gods eternall love, and lights ir, and knowes he doth 
ſo : when a man knows that he is condemned alrealy, as being 
impenitent, and that all his etcrnall eſtate lyes upon the non- 
payment of ſuch dutics of repentance, &c, and that the guilt of 
all his fins will come in upon him, and that an execution 1s of, 
ar 
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and yet goes on, this is more than to commit one a againſt 
knowledge, whereby he thinks he brings upon himſelfe but the 
ouilt of that one fane ; and upon the committing of which, he 
"inks not the morgage of all Iyes, thongh ic deſerves it ; herein 
men ſhew themſelves more deſperate, 

In the next place, I come to thoſe r#les, whereby you may mea- 
fare aud efumate ſinuing againſt kzowledge.1n any particular act 
of fianing ; and they are either before the fare, or in ſimning : 
three of either, which I make a ſecond head, to explaine this do- 
QArine by. 

Firſt, before, 

The firſt rule is, The more thou knewelt, and didſt conſider 

' the iſſues and conſequents of that finre thou didlt commit, the 
more-thou ſinneſt againſt confctence in it: when as in Rom. r. 
nit, Then knowing (layes the e Apoſtle } th.r thoſe that commit ſuch 
things, are Worthy of death : that is, thou conſidereſt that Hell and 
Damzation is the iflue and deſert of it, and yer committeſt it ; yea 
and this when haply hell fire at prefent flaſheth in thy face, and 
yet thou goeſt on to doe it, in this caſe men are ſaid zo chooſe 
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death, and to love it, Prov. 3. 26. When a man conſiders, that the - 


Way to the whore-houſe are the ways 10 death (as Solomon ſpeaks) 
So when thou a Profeffor confiderelt with thy ſeife before, This 
ſin will prove ſcandalous, and undoe me, diſable me for ſervice, 
calt me out of the hearts of good men.and yet doſt it, Thus that 
fooliſh King was told again and again, Fer, 38. 17, 18,19. that if 
he wou'd yeild to the King of Babel, ke ſhould fave his life, and 
City, and Kingdorme, and live there {ti!l ; but if Fe would not, he 
ſhould not efcape ; but as Jeremy told him. 2.23. Thor ſhalt canſe 
this (uy to be barnt with fire, yet he would not hearken : T hes #5 
the Word of the Lord ((ayes Jeremy ) and he knew it tobe ſo; and 
yet being a weake Prince.led by his Nobles, he won'd not follow 
his Counſel ; and thus 7::.145 fully knew the ifſne ; Chriſt had ſaid 
agumne and againe, Joe be to him by whom the Soune of man is be- 
trajed,and yet went on to doe it. 

The ſecond rule is, the more conſultations, 'debates, and mo- 
tives againſt ir,did run through thee before thou didlt it, fo much 
thegreater and more hainous. How often did mercy come in, 


4 andtell thee, that if thou lookeſt for any hope or part in tt, thou 
ſhouldeſt 


2. Rule, 

The more cons 
ſultations and 
debates before. 
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ſhouldeſt not doe ſuch an evil 2 how often came that in, Sha!! I d 
this, and fin againſt God ? did any Scripture come in to teſtifie a. 
gainlt thee in the nick; did God ſend in the remembrance of ſuch 
a mercy paſt, to perſwade thee ; or ſome mercizs to come, which 
thou dependeſt upon him for ? That which made Spira's ſine fo 
great,was ſuch debates as theſe before : and this made Dariz ſin, 
in caſting Dazzel into the Lyons den, fo great he debated it with 
himſelfe, Dan.6.14. he was fore diſpleaſed with himſelfe, and 14- 
bour'd to the going down of the ſun to deliver him;he conſider'd 
that he was as his right hand 1n all the affaires of his Kingdome, 
and a man ertrapped meerly for his conſcience, and that to pur 
- him to death was to ſacrifice him to their malice;he knew him to 
be holy,and wiſe, worth all the men that ſought after his life, had ' 
yet yeilded; theſe conſiderations troubled him afore,and alſo af- 
ter; inſomuch as he could not ſleep for them,v.18. Now becauſe 
' that every ſuch conſultation ſhould fect an impreſſion upon the 
heart, and countermand the motions of ſin, when therefore thou 
doſt it, maugre all ſuch debates & motives to the contrary, this is 
much againſt kxowleage,and very heynous. Therfore the Phariſees, 
Lnk,17.30Aare ſaid to have rejeted the counſel of God, Us foulis, in 
or againſt thrmſel ves : the words will bear either : 1 themſelves, 
becauſe they knew it, and tooke it into conſideration, and yet re- 
jected it : and agarnſt themſelves,becauſe it was their deſtruRion. 

The third rule is, that the more confirmations any man hath 
had of the knowledge of that which he ſinneth in, & teſtimonies 
again(t it, the greater finne againſt knowledge it is : when a man | 
hath had a cloud of witneſſes in his obſervation againſt a particu- 
lar ſine, and yet doth it, and goes on in it, it is the more feare- 
fall. To goe on againlt that one witneſle, the bare light and 
grudging of naturall conſcience onely, is not ſo. much ; but when 
it is further confirmed, and backed by the word written, which a 
man hath read, and with teſtimonies, ont of which a man meets 
with ſuch places, wherein againe and againe in reading of it, ſuch 
a praRtice is condemned, and obſerves it ; and then alſo heares if 
reproved in Sermons, and of all ſinnes elſe, heares in private 
conference that ſinne ſpoken againſt alſo ; yea hath in his eye ma- 
ny examples of others inning in the like kinde, which have been 
puniſhed, yea haply himſelfe alſo ; yet to ſinne againſt all theſe is 
exceeding 


- againſt Knowledge, 
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exceeding hainous, Sometimes God orders things ſo, as a ſinne 
is made a great ſinne, by ſuch forewarnings, ſo he contrived cir- ' 
cumſtances that Z44.z5 finned- a great ſinne ; for Frdas knew be« 
fore that Chriſt was the Saviour of the world ; he knew it by all 
the miracles he had ſeenzzas allo by his gractous words and con- 
verſe ; and he profeſſed as much 1n following of him; and he 
had the written word avainlt it, Thor ſhilt not murder the inng- 
cent, Bur yet further, God to aggravate his finne to the higheſt, 
orders it ſo, that Crit ſhould tell him of it when he was to goe 
about it, pronounceth a woe to him, Fohz 22, 22. that it had been 
good for that man that he ha4gever been born, Mar.14.21, and the 
Diſciples they were forrowfull at Chrifts ſpeech, when he ſt- 
ſpeed one of them ; and ſhewed an abomination and deteſta- 
tion of ſuch a ſat, there was a Jury of eleven men, yea witneſſes 
againſt i ; yea and 74.25 againſt himſelf, he asked if it were he ; 
yea and Chrift gave him a fop, and told him, thor ha# [aid it, and 
ace What thou doſt quickly : which even then might argue to his 
conſcience, that he was God, and ſearched and knew his heart, 
and yet he_ went ont and did it immediately. How did he finne 
againſt the hair, as we ſpeak, and how did all theſe circumſtances 
aggravate his fin ? | 
But yet a more clear evidence of this is that inſtance of P:/ate, 
whom God many wayes wohild have {topt in his finne of con- 
demning Chriſt, who examining him before the Phariſees, he 
could finde no fault with him, as concerning thoſe things where- 
of they accuſed him, Zake 23. 14. and yet to allay their malice, 
unjuſtly ſcourged him, Yer/e 16. And further, when he ſent him 
to Herod, as being willing to ridde his hands of him, Herodalſo 
found\nothing worthy of death in him, Yer/e 15. which was ano- 
ther witneſſe might have confirmed him concerning Chriſts in- 
nocency, Yea yet further, that the fat might be more aggrava- 
ted, a moſt notorious murtherers life mult be put into the ſcale 
with Chriſts, and either the one or the other condemned : and 
when the people yer choſe Barabbas, why (ſayes Pilate) what - 
evill hath he done ? Yer/e 22. then he diſtintly knew and con- 
idered, that he was delivered up through envy : Yea and when 
he was upon the .bench, and ready to pronounce ſentence, 
as it were, God admoniſht him by his own wife, cA7ar. 27. 19. 
pie | Oi whom 
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. whom God himſelfe had admoniſhed in a dreame, ſhe ſending 


him word ſhe had ſuffered many things by reaſon of him that night, 
and therefore have nething ((ayes ſhe) to doe with that juſt man : 
yea he himſelfe, when he condemnes him, waſheth his hands. 
And thus it falls out in many (infull buſineſſes which men are a. 
bout; that God often and many ſeverall wayes would knock 
them off, and ſtops them in their way, -as he did Balaim, re- 
proves them, as he did him by a dumb Aﬀe, 2 Pet. 2. 16. ſo there 
by ſome filent paſſage of providence, and not onely ſo, but 
by his Spirit alſo ſtanding in their way, with the threatnings 
ready drawn and brandiſht againſt them, as the eLngel did 
with a draivn ſword againſt Balaam, and yet they goe on ; this 
is fearſull, 

There are 3. Rules alſo, whereby the ſinfullneſſe of fin, as it is 
ag.iaft knowledg, may be meaſured, from what may be obſerved 
In the at : as, | 

Firſt, the leſſe paſſion, or inward violence or temptation to 
a finne committed againſt knowledge, the greateſt ſinne againſt 


knowledge it is argued tobe: For then the knowledge isthe 


clearer, paſſion or temptation being as a miſt. But then to finne, 
when a man is not ingaſſion, is to ſtumble at noon-day, For as 
drunkennefle takes away reaſon doth paſſion (which is a ſhort 
drunkenneſſc)clond and Miſt a mans knowledg. And ſo Ariſtotle 
compares the knowledge of an 5xcontinext perfon, to the know- 
ledge of one that is drink. WhenPerey denyed his Maſter, though 
he had warning of it before,and ſo it was againſt knowkdg, and 
it was by lying, and ſwearing, and forſwearins, which are finnes 
of all other molt directly againſt knowledge, yet he was taken 
unexpetedly ;. and when that which might ſtir up fear to the ut- 
moſt in him, was in his view ; for he was then in the Judgement 
Hall, where his Maſter, juſt before his face, was arraigned for 
his life ; and he thought he might alſo have preſently beene 
brought to the barre with him, if he had been difcovercd to 
have been his Diſciple ; ſoas his paſſion being up, his ſoul was. 
diſtempered, reaſon had little time to recover it ſelf ; and there» 
fore though it was againſt knowledge, yet the leffe againſt knows 
ledge, becauſe knowledge had leſam operationem, it had not 
its perfe& work upon his heart : but now 7d, in —_ 
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Maſter, had not only warning before, but was not tempted to.it, 
but went of himſelf, and made the offer to the Pharifees, ſought 
how conveniently to do it,plotted to do it,had his wits about him, 
had time to think of it, and therefore it was (beſides the hainouſ- 
neſſe of the a& )more alſo againſt knowledg, and ſo the greater, 
' So David when he went to ſlay Nabal, was in hot blood, 
in a paſſion ; but when. he plotted to kill V-iah, he was in cold 


blood: he was drunk when he lay with Barhfeba,but ſober when - 


he made Uriah drunk: he went quietly and fedately on in it. And 
there we find David blamed only in the matter of Vriah,-not ſo 
much for that of Bath/heba. 

Secondly, the more ſorrow, rexz/xs, or reluftancy, and re- 
greeting of minde there is againſt a ſinne, it is a ſigne that the 
knowledge of it is the ſtronger, and quicker againſt ir, and ſo the 
finne the more againſt knowledge: for. that gain-ſaying and 
diſpleaſure of the mind againſt it, ariſeth from the ſtrength and 
violent beating of the pulſe of conſcience, and oppoſition of it a- 
gainſt the ſinne, it ſprings from the greater and deeper apprehen- 
fion of the evill of the finne in the ation, which is then in doing : 
and though that relucancy be a better ſigne of the eſtate of the 
perſon, than if there were none at all; as there is not in thoſe 
who are paſt feeling, and commit ſinne with greedinefſe ; whoſe e- 
ſtate is therefore worſe, and more uncapable of repentance, yet 
the fa& it ſelf is argued to be the more hainons,for it argues it to 
be againſt ſtrong, aRive, ſtirring knowledge. This argued Heros 
fin to be much againſt knowledge (as inceed it was) Afar. 9. 26. 
the Text ſayes, he Was exceeding ſorrowſull : now that he could 
not have been, unleſſe he had exceedingly apprehended what a 
great ſinne it was to behead Fohr, who, he knew, was a juſt and 
an holy man, ver. 20, and who was one that had a great place in 
his eſtimation, for he obſerved him, and was wrought much upon 
by his miniſtery, and he knew that he did but ſacrifice him to the 
malice of a wicked woman; and in this caſe the finne is alſo here- 
by made ſo mach the greater,in that(o/ciexce doth ſtir up a con- 
trary violent paſſion in the heart againſt the temptation, and 
therefore yet to doe it, when there is ſuch a bank calt up that 
might reſiſt it, yet then to break all down, ſuch a fin walts the 
conſcience much, 

H 2 Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, on the contrary, the more hardnefle of heart there is, 


' and want of renderneſle, in committing that finne, which a man 


knowes to be a ſinne, it is argued theredy ro be the greater finne 
againſt knowledge ; not onely he greater finne, but the greater 
ſinne againſt knowledoe. For hardnetie of heart in ſraning is an 
eftect of having formerly finned mnch againit knowledge be- 
fore. For as the light of the Sunne hardneth clay, fo the beames 
of knowledge and conſcience, ligitning upon mens hearts, uſe 
to harden them, and doe make them in the end paſ? feeling. And 
therefore in 1 Tim. 4. 2. inning againit'knowledge is made the 
cauſe of a ſeared conſcience, ey ſpeake lyes in Hypecriſee : 
and therefore knowingly that they are Iyes, and ſuch lyes as 
damne others as well as themſelves, which who belecve are dam- 
ned, 2 Theſc 2. 11, 12. and if fo, no wonder if it followes, 
having their Conſciences ſeared With an het, Tron, It is not a cold iron 
will fear their conſciences, and make them inſenſible, but a hot 
ix01, a burning ana a ſining l:2ht,which once having had place in 
cheir conſciences, and being rejeRted, they begin to be hardned 
and ſeared, For knowledge makes ſinnes and the apprehenſion of 
them, familiar to a man, and ſo lefle terrible and frightfull in the 
end, as Bears and Lyons doe become to their keepers, through 
cuſtome. 7:d4as had a hard heart, when he came to betray his 
Maſter, ſarcly his conſcience had ſmitten him at firſt more for 
nimming out of the bag, than it did now for this of marder. He 
could never have had ſuch a hard heart, had che not had much 
kowledg- : was it not a heart, that when he was challenged to 
his face, he could ſet a brazen face on it, and did ask as well as 
the reſt, 75:it / ? when alſo Chriſt curſed him to his face, who 
ſhould doe it, and the Diſciples all abhorred it : had not Judas 
lived under ſuch blefied and glorious meanes, and ſinned long a- 
gainſt knowledge, all chis wculd have ſtarticd him, and have ſtag- 
gercd in his.-purpoſe: but he goes on as if it were nothing,though 
when he had done it, his conſcience was-then opened too late ; 
when a man-formerly hath been troubled'with a ſmall fin, more 
than now with a grofſe lye, which he can digelt betrer than once 
the other : or, when before, if he omitted praying, it troubled 
him. now he can go a week without, ands not ſenſible of it, it 
is a {tgne that his knowl.dge hath hardened him, ih 
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Thus having given ſuch rules, whereby you may eſtimate the 
finfulneſſe of particular as, I will now proceed to other wales, 
ageravations taken from the kinde of knowledge a man finnes 
againſt, to ſinne againſt what kinde of knowledge is molt hey- 
nous and dangerous ; and theſe are five, drawn from the feverall 
qualifications of that knowledge, and the light which men ſinne 
againſt, For the greater, or the more ſtrong and efficactous the 
behc and knowledge is, the greater is the finne of knowledge 
thou commitceſt - and this I make 2 third generall head to ex- 
plaine this coRrine by. All theſe five rules being applicable and 
common both to particular as againſt knowledge, and alſo 
lyiog in an eſtate of impenitency againſt knowledge, and all 0- 
ther particulars which have been mentioned. 

Firſt then, to ſinne againſt the inbred light of nature, that is, 
in ſuch ſinnes, as though thou hadſt wanted the light of the 
ward in, thou wouldit have knowne to be ſuch : This is a high 

kinde of ſinning. Such the Apolile ſpeakes of, 7#ze 10. What 
things they know naturally, in theſe they corrupt themſelves, as 
bryit beaſts, putting as it were no difference of ations, no more 
than beaſts, no not in what nature teacheth them, and therefore 
therein are as beaſts : for it is the light of nature puts the firſt 
difference betweere men and beaſts ; and in ſuch kinde of {innes 
the epoſtle inltanceth in this firſt Chapter, as namely, that of 
unnaturall uncleaneſſe, in three particulars : as 1. [elf nncleax- 
neſſe, ver. 24. © eaul«is, that is, alone by themſelves : fo Bezaand 
Tcophilaft underitand it, which he makes there the firſt degree 
of nnnaturall uncleannefle, which is therefore unnaturall. be. 
cauſe thou deſtroyeſt that which nature gave thee for propaga- 
tion, qzod perdis homo eſt. Then 2. the uncleane love of boyes, 
men burning in luſt with men, verſe 27, be 1t diſcovered in what 
dalliance it will, chough nor ariling to an a& of Sodomie, doing 
that Which is unſeemly, verſe 27. which he therefore ſayes, 1s 
the -perverting the aſe and intent of »atwre, and ſo is a finne a- 
gainlt nature, leaving the natural uſe of Women. My brethren, I 
* am aſbamed to ſpeake of ſuch things as are done in ſecret. Theſe kind 
of ſicines, by the Apoſtles ranking them, are in a further de- 
gree of unaturalnefſe, than any other, becauſe they are made 
the puniſhments of other ſinnes, which yet were againſt che 
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3. 
To fin againſt 
the light of e- 
ducation, 


light of nature alſo : namely, not g/orif3ing God when they knew 
him yet that being a ſinne, the light of nature was not ſo cleare 
in compariſon of theſe, therefore theſe are made the puniſh- 
ments of the other, as being more againſt nature. So for mento 
be diſobedient to Parents,ftubborne to them,and Withoat natural 
affetion, as the Apoltle ſayes, ver. 3o, 31. this is againſt nature, 
even the inſtin& of it. So unthankfulnefle, and requiting evil for 
good, is againſt a common principle in mens minds, Doe xt the 


| Gentiles doe good to theſe that doe good to them? your hearts uſe to 


riſe againſt fuch an one out of common humanity ; or if you ſee 


. one cruell and unmercifull, which is another reckoned up, v.31, 


there being uſually principles of pity in all mens natures, by na- 
ture; therefore for one man to prey upon, and tyrannize over 
another, as fiſhes doe over the ſmall ones, as Habakak complai. 
neth,this is againſt nature ; which teacheth you to doe as you would 
be dene to. SO covennnt-breakers, and lying,and forſwearing,men- 
tioned ver.30. iuventers of evill, and truce-breakers, are finnes a. 
gainſt nature, and naturall light ; lying is againſt a double light, 
both morall ; both j-;5, which cels us ſuch a thing ought not to 
be done ; and faf:, whillt we affirme a thing that is not, the 
knowledge of the contrary ariſeth up in us againſt it, though 
there were no law forbade it ; therefore of all ſinnes elſe, the, 
Devils luſts are expreſſed by two ; /ying, which is a ſinne in the 
underſtanding, and malice in the will, Zohn 8. 44, 

Secondly, to ſinne againlt that light which thou didſt ſuck in, 
when thou wert young, to ſinne againſt the /ight of thy education, 
this is an aggravation, and a great one. There is a {atechiſme of 
2 blefſed Mother Barh/zeba, which ſhe taught Solozzn when a 

hild, put in among the records of ſacred Writ, Prov. 31.where- 
m» ſhe connſels him betimes, xot to give hy ſtrength to Women, 
e fore-told him of that finne : and becauſe it is incident to 
Kings-molt, they having all pleaſures at command, ſhe tells him 
particularly, s: deſtroyes Kings : and ſo alſo vet te drinke wine, 
was another inſtruction there he was forewarned of : this ag- 
gravated Solomon's fault the more ; for,read the ſecond Chapter 
of Eccleſiaſtes, and we ſhall find there, that he was moſt guilty 
M the inordinate love of theſe two ; but he had not beene 
brought up ſo, his good Mother had not thus inſtructed _ 

n 
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And thus alſo when God wonld aggravate his owne peoples fin 
unto them, he recaſls them to their education in their youth in 
the wildernefle, So Fer. 2.2. Gor and cyie 10 them, I remember the 
kindneſſe and towardlinefle of thy youth : he puts them in minde 
of their education by Cloſes their Taromr, and: their forward- 
neſſe then. And ſo Heſ.12, When be Was a child, I loved him ; and 


then God had rherr firſt frnits, verſe 3. this he brings to agpra.. 


vate their back: fliding, verſe 5. Therefore the Apoltle urgeth it 


as a ſtrong argument to Timothy, to goe on to perſevere in grace 
and goodneſſe, That he had knowne the Scriptures from a child : 
and therefore for him to fall, would be more heynous, The rea« 
ſon is, becauſe the light then infuſed, ir is the firſt, a 257959 light, 
as I may calit, which God in much mercy vonchſafed eo pre- 
poſſefſe the minde with, before ic ſhould be deflowred and de. 
filed with corrupt- principles from the world ; and did put it 
there to keep the minde chaſte and pare : and this alſo then, 
when the mind was moſt ſoft and tender, and ſo fitter to receive 
the deeper impreſſion from ir. And hence ordinarily the light 
fackt in then, ſeaſons men ever after, whether it be for good, 
or for evill ; it fore-ſtalls, and prejudgech a man againſt other 
principkes; and though a man comes to have more acquired: 
knowledge and reaſons after put into him when he is come to 
perfe& age, yet the ſmall light of his education, if it were to the 
contrary, doth bias him, ard keeps him fixe, and bent that way. 
So we ſee it ts in opinions about Religion : the light then enter. 
tained,can never be diſputed out : ſo in mens wayes and aRions, 

\ Train up a child in hi Way and he Will 1t depart from it, Prov,22.6. 

* Tofinne thereforeagainſt it, and to putont the beames of it, or 
defile it,and to weare out the impreſſions of it, how wicked is it, 
and what a wretch art thou to doe fo ? 

Many of you young Scholars have had a good Barhſheba that 
mliruRted you, not to poure out your {irength to Drinke or Wo. 
men, but to pray privately, and to feare God, and love him z 
and when you come hither, you have good Twtorrs allo, who 
teach you to pray ; Miniſters, who imſtill blefled truths into-you, 
m which, one would thinke, you ſhould never depagt ; yet 
you doe, | HL f2 
+ Thinke how grievous this is ; for if it is made an excuſe for 

| many 


Ageravations of ſinnivg 


The more reall 
& experimen- 
tall light men 
fin againlt. 


many a man in ſinning, that it anſwers [his education ; that he 
never knew. or ſaw better, as you ſay of many Papilts, tzen myſt. 
it needs on the contrary, be an aggravation of ſinfulneſſe, And 
as it was 7 imothies commendation, That be knew the Scriptures 
from a child, fo it will be thy condemation, that thou kneyweſk 
better from.a child, and yet rebe]lelt againſt thy lighe, 

Thirdly, the more real! and experimental! the light is, men 
ſinne againſt, ſtill che more ſinne ; as when they have learnt ir 
from examples of godly men, whom they have lived amongſ}, 
or the obſervations of Gods dealings with themſelves or others, 
and not onely from the word notionally. To finne againſt ſich 


| light, this addes a further degree ; not onely to {inne againſt che 
bare light of nature, but alſo further, when nature hath beſides 


lighted her torch at the Scripture, and then whep beyond all 
this, the reall examples and obſervations made of Gods dez- 
lings with a mans ſelfe and others, ſhall confirme' all this, this 
makes a mans ſinfulnefſe much more grievous ; for as exempla 
efficacius docent quam pracepta, ſo the knowledge got by experi- 
ments of mercies or judgments, 1s of more force and evidence, 
Knowledge learnt by experience, is the moſt efficacious, There- 
fore Chrift himſelfe, who knew. all things already, yet leart- 
(in the ſchoole of experience ) by: What he ſuffered. A little of 
ſome knowledge diſtilled out of a mans owne obſervation, is 
molt precious, every drop of it ; therefore the Apoſtle urgeth it 
on 7 imethie, 2 Tim. 3. 14. Contiane in the things thor haſt learned, 
aud been aſſured of, knowing of whom thou haſt learned thems, 
There is a two-fold motive, and both. emphaticall ; Firſt, he 
was aſſured in himſelfe ; and ſecondly, that which ſtrergthned 
that aſſurance, and was 4 meanes to worke it, was the example 
of the holy Apoſtle, and of his owne Parents, Xxowing of whom- 
thor haſt learned it 5. And fo verſe 10. the Apoltle againe urgeth 
his owne example, - Thos haſt fully. krowne my dotrine and man- 
ner of life ; and then alſo, brings to his minde the education of 
thoſe his godly Parents, who inftruted him. Hence alſo, E/ay 
26,.10,jt is-made an aggravation, that i» the lznd of nprightueſſe 
men deale unjuſtly. Thus light. drawne from the obſervation of 
Gods judgements upon others, it much aggravates': it is laid 
to Belſhaxars charge,' Dan,5, 22, Thos knewes7 all tha, mn | 
| Dy ea 
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againſt Knowledpe, 


dealt with thy father N ebnchadenozer, So ſome of you came here, 
and live in a religious ſociety, and ſee ſometimes one, ſometimes 
another of thy Coleagues turn to Chriſt, yea haply chamber. fel- 
low converted from his evill courfes, and yer thou gdeſt on, this 
is ſinning againſt a great light. 

Fourthly, the more vigorous, ſtrong,powerfull the light is that 
isin thee, and more firri»g in thy heart, and joyned with a taſte, 
the greater the ſinnes committed againſt it'are to be accounted, 
The more thou haſt taſted the bitterneſſe of ſinne, and Gods 
wrath, and haſt been ſtung with it as with a Cockgarrice, the 
more thou haſt taſted Gods goodneſlſe in prayer, and in the or. 
dinances, the more of fuch a knowledge, and yet finnelt the 
worſe, In the 5. of Fohn, 35. Chriſts aggravates the Zewes unbe+- 
ſiefe in himſe!fe, and their preſent hardneſſe, that Joby was to 
them,not only a ſ2inivg but alſo a burning light; that is, they had 
ſuch knowledge engendred by his miniſtery, as wrought joy and 
beat, as well as light ; therefore it is added, they rejozced therein 
for a ſeaſon. And thus their fall, Heb. 6. is aggravated, that it 
was ſuch a light as had taſting with it. For to explaine this, you 
muſt know, that between ordinary national light, or thar ailen- 
ting to ſpiritual] ecuths which is common with men, from tra- 
ditionall knowledge living in the Church, that between it and 
true ſaving light,or the Light of life,there is a middle kind of light, 
which is more than the common conviction men haye, and leſle 
than having light : it is a light which leaves alſo ſome impreſl1- 
on on the affeRtions, makes them feel the powers of heaven and 
hell, and be affe&ed with them. Now the more of ſuch light 
againſt a (inne, be it drunkenneſle, or uncleanneſle, or opprefſi- 
on, and yet falleſt to it againe, the worſe. For this is a further 
degree added to knowledge, and not common to all wicked 
men. And therefore as thoſe Jewes, who had not onely cam- 
mon meanes of knowledge, but miracles alſo, and yet believed 
not, Fob 12. 17. ſhall be more condemned , ſo thoſe who have 
ſuch taſting knowledge ſet on by the Holy Ghoſt ( which 
is as much as if a miracle were wrought, for it is above 
natnre,a ſupernaturall work of the Spirit.) And therefore to {in 
againlt ſuch light, and ſuch only, is that which makes a man in 
the next degree of fitneſſe to fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 

Il  Fiftly, 


The more ſhi- 
ning the light 
is in the cons 
ſcience joyned 
with a taſte, the 
greater the ſin. 
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Aggravations of ſinning 


F. 
To finne a- 
ainſt profeſ- 
ed knowledge. 


Fifely, to ſinne againſt profeſſed knowledge, is an agpravati. 
on alſo, and an heavy one. To fin againſt a mans own principles 
which he teacheth others, or reproves or cenſureth in others, 
Titus 1, laſt, Thoſe that profeſſe they kyow Goa, and yet deny hin, 
theſe are moſt abominable of all others : For theſe are lyars, and 
fo ſinne againſt knowledge as lyars co, in the 1 7ohs 2, 4. ſuch an 
one is called a /ar in a double reſpeA, both in that he ayes he 
hath that knowledge he hath not, it not being true', and becauſe 
alſo he denies that in deed, which he affirmes in word, this is 
ſcandalous finning. So Ros. 2. 24. the Fewes boaſting of the law, 
and of having the forme of knowledge in their braines, cauſed the 
Gentiles to blaſpheme, when they. ſaw they lived clean contrary 
thereunto : and therefore a brother that walkes inordinately, 
was to be delivered to Satay, to learn What it was to blaſpheme, 
3 Tim. 2.20. That is, to learn to know how evill and bitter a 
thing it is, by the torments of an evill conſcience, to live in ſuch 
a courſe, as made God and his wayes evill ſpoken of, as it befell 
-David when he thus ſinned, Yea, 2 Cor. 5. Io, 11. though they 
might keep company with a heathen, becauſe he was ignorant, & 
profeſſed not the knowledge of God ; yet if a brother, one that 
profeſſed, and ſo was to walk by the ſame rules, did fin againſt 
thoſe principles he profeſſed, then keep hins not company : Thus 
did Sar! ſinne, All the Religion he had and pretended to in his 
latter dayes, was perſecuting Witches : yet in the end he went a- 
gainſt this his principle ; he went to a Witch in his great extre- 
mity at laſt, And thus God will deal with all that are hollow, 
and fin ſecretly againſt knowledge in the end. He ſuffers themto 
£0 on againſt their molt profeſſed principles. 

Theſe are aggravations in generall, applicable both to any aR 
of ſinning, or going on in a known Rate.of finning, 


/ 
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USE 


: TOw the uſe of all that hath been ſpoken, what is it, but 
to move all thoſe that have knowledge, to take heed, of 
finning than other men ? and thoſe of them that remain in their 
naturall eſtate, to turn ſpeedily and effeRually unto God ? For 
if finning againſt knowledge be ſo great an aggravation of in- 
ning, then of all engagements to repentance, knowledge is the 
greateſt, | 
Firſt, thou who haſt knowledge, canſt not fin ſo cheap as ano- 
ther, who is ignorant : Therefore if thou wilt be wicked, thy 
wickednefſe will colt the ten times more than it would another. 
Places of much knowledge, and plentifull in the means of grace, 
are dear places to live in fine in. To be drunk, and unclean, af- 
ter enlightning, and the motions of the Spirit, and powerfull 
Sermons, is more than twenty times afore z thou mighteſt have 
committed ten to one, and been damned lefſe. This is condem- 
nation (ayes Chriſt) that /;gbt came into the World, Neither canlt 
thou have ſo muth pleaſure in thy fin as an ignorant perſon , For 
the conſcience puts forth a ſting inthe aft, when thou haſt know. 
ledge, and does ſubjeR thee to bondage and the fear of death. 
When a man knows how dearly he mult pay for it,there is an ex. 
peRation of judgement embittereth all. Therefore the Genriles 
ſinned with more pleaſure than we. Therefore Eph. 4.18,19. the 
Apoſtle ſpeaking of them, ſayes, that through therr ignorance, and 
darkneſſe, and Want of feeling, they committed fin with greedineſſe, 
and ſo with more pleaſure; they not having knowledge or hearts 
ſenſible of the evils that attend upon their courſes, = | 
Secondly,thou wilt in ſinning againſt knowledge be given up to. 
greater hardneſs. 1f the light that # in thee be darkveſs (ſays Chriſt) 
how great ts that darkneſſe ? therefore the more light a man hath, 
and yet goes on in works of darknefle, the more darkneſſe that 
man will be left unto, even to a reprobate mind in the end. , 
Thirdly,it will procure thee to be given up to the worſt of ſins, 
more than another man ; for God when he leaves men, makes 
one {inne the puniſhment of another, and reſerves the worlt for 
I 2 ſinners 
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4. 
At death know- 
ledge finned a- 
gainſt, gives up 
to more horror 
and deſpaire. 


finners againſt knowledge, Theſe Gentiles, when they knew God, 
they worſhipped him not, God gave them up to the worſt of ſonnes 

whereof they were capable, as wmaturall ancleanneſſe, &c. But 
theſe are not ſinnes great Enough for thee, that art a ſinner of 
the Chriſtians ; to be given up to drunkennefle, or adultery, gc. 
otherwiſe than $0 diſcover thy rottenneſle, theſe are too ſmali 
ſinnes ; but thou ſhalt be given up to 12ward profaneneſſe of hear: 

(as E(ar was, having been brought up in a good family) ſo bs 
not 10 xegle# holy duties onely, bur to deſpiſe them ; to deſpiſe 
the good Word of God and his Saints, and to hate godlineſle 
and the appearance of it ; thou ſhalt be given up to contemne 


God and his Juadgements, to trample nader foot the bloed of the co- 


venant, Or exe unto divelliſh opinions ; thoſe other are too 
ſmall to be puniſhments of thy finne : For Rill the end of ſuch 
an one mult be ſeven times worſe than the beginning, as Chriſt layes 
it {hall ; if thou wert a drunkard, a ſwearer, or an unclean perſon 
before, and thy knowledge wrought forme alteration in thee, 
chou ſhalr not haply be ſo now at thy fall, but ſeven times worſe; 
profane, injurious to Saints, a blaſphemer, or derider of Gods 
wayecs and ordinances, 

Fourthly, when thou commelt to lay hold on mercy at death, 
thy knowledge will give thee upto more deſpair than another 
man. Knowledge, though when it is but newly revealcd, it is an 


help ; yet not made uſe of, turnes againſt the foul, to wound it, | 


and to work deſpair ; and this both becauſe we have ſinned a- 
gainſt the meanes that ſhould have ſaved us, as alſo becauſe-ſuch 


as ſinne againſt knowledge, finne with more preſumption ; and - 


the more preſumption in thy life, the more deſpaire thou art 
apt to fall into at death, Therefore E/ay 59.1 1,12. what brought 
ſuch trouble, and roarings like Beares upon theſe Jewes? and 
that when ſalvation was looked for, that yet it was ſo farre off 


from them, in their apprehenſions ? owr iniquties (ſay they) teſtt-. 


fie ta onr face, and we-kntow them, Now then {innes teſtifie to our 
face, when our conſcience took notice of them, even to our 
faces, when we were committing them ; and then alſo the ſame 
fins chemſelves will-again teſtifie to our faces, when we have xc- 


courſe for the pardon of them. Therefore thou wilt lie roaring. 


on thy death-bed, and. that thou. kroweft thens, will come as an 
| Argue 
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_ againſt Knowledge, . 
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14id it knowingly, will come in as a bar and a plea againſt thee, 
therefore I ſhall not have mercy. 

Fiftly, both here and in Hey, it is the greatelt executioner 
and tormenter. In this ſenſe it may be ſaid, 2 anget ſcientian, 
atget dolorem : He that increaſeth knowledge, increaſeth ſorrow, 
as Solomen ſpeakes : for knowledge enlargeth our apprehenſion 
of our guile, and that brings more feare and corment, Have they 
wo knowledge, who eate up my people ? Tes, there ts their feare (layes 
David.) Therefore Heb. ro. 28. after finning after knowledge, 
there remaines not onely a more fearful puniſhment, but a more 
fearfnll expeFtation in the parties conſciences. And this is the 
worme in hell, that gnawes for ever. Light breeds theſe wormes. 

But then you will ſay, it is belt for us to be ignorant, and to 


keep our ſelves ſo, 


I anſwer, no: For to refuſe knowledge will damne as much as - 


abuſing ic, This you may ſee in Prov. 1.23. Te fooles (fayes Wil- 
dome ) oa that hate knowledge, Trrne, and I wilt poure my ſpirit 
 #pon you, and make khnowns my words to you. Well, ver,24. they re- 
fuſed, and would none of his reproofe : Therefore ſayes God, 7 
wil laugh at your c:lamity : that is, I will have no pity, but inſtead 
of pity, God will laugh at you ; a»d when your feare comes, I will 


not anſwer, becauſe ye hated k;owleage, ver. 29. 10 as this is as bad, 


There remaines therefore no middle way of refuge, to cxtricate 
thy ſelfe at, and avoid all this, no remedy but turning unto God; 
otherwiſe thou canſt not but be more miſerable than other men; 
yea and this muſt be done ſpecdily alſo : For thou having know- 
ledge, God is quicker in denying thee grace, and in giving thee 
up to a reprobate mind, than another man, who is ignorant. He 
will wait npon another that knows not his will & waies,twenty, 
thirty, forty yeares, as he did upon the Children of the //-ac/ tes 
chat were borne in the wilderneſle, and had not fſeene his won- 
ders in «/£gypr, and at the Red ſea : but thoſe that had, he ſoone 
ſware againſt many of thern, that they ſhould never enter into his 
reft.Chriſt comes as a ſwift Witnes againſt thoſe to whom theGoſpel 


Is preached, al. 3. 5. he makes quick diſpatch of-the treaty of | 


grace with them. Therforc few that have knowledge are conver- 
E I.3. , ted. 


aroument, that thou ſhalt not have meicy. As ignorance is a 
lea for mercy, 7 did it ignorantly, therefere I abtained mevty ; fo 


TE, 
Tn Hell it in- 
creaſerh rar- 
ment. 


Aggravations of ſinning 


ted when they are old,or that lived long under the meanes, And 
therefore you that have knowledge, are engaged to repent and 
—— toturne to God, and'to bring your hearts to your knowledge, 
and that ſpeedily alſo, or elſe your damnation will not onely be 
more intolerable than others, but the ſentence of it paſſe our 
more quickly againſt you. Therefore as Chriſt ſayes, eh. 12.36, 
Whileſt you have the light, walkg in it : For that day of Grace, 
which is very cleare and bright, is uſually a fort one. And thongh 
men may live many naturall dayes after, and enjoy the common 
light of the ſun, yet the day of grace,and of gracious excitements 
. to repent, may be bur a ſhort one, 
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He firſt generall Head. | 
i What goodneſſe, or TO patiencend lone-ſufſe- 


ring are in God. gh Page 68 

Bounty in God deſcribed. | ibid. 

1. He muit be a Giver, 69 

2. What he gives muſt be his owne, ibid. 

5 He muſt give largely. EY 

. He muſt give all he gives freeh. ibid. 

L He looks for no recompence for time to come. 71 

Patience is 4 further thing than mercy. | ibid. 

1. Though we injure God, and he be ſenſi ble of it, yet he 

is patient. 72 

2. He vouchſafeth that time he forbeares them in 10 1e- 
pent. ibid, * 


3. He waits that men would come in and repent. ibid. 
Laſtly, Long-ſuffering is but patience lengthned ont farther. 


ibid. 
The ſecond generall Head. | 
Riches of this goodneſſe ſpent on us, ibid. 
1. They are riches in themſelves. 7 
2. Allthe world ſpend on theſe riches, = 


3. The time he hath forborne men. 
4. The expenſive prodigality of ſinners in all ages, ibid, 


Patience is pretions. ibid. 
I. Inregard of what thoſe manifeſtations of his good- 
zeſſe coſt. ibid, 
2, In regard of the uſefulneſſe. 75 
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The third generall Head. | 

All this patience is uſed as means to bring men to repen- 

farce. 76 

1. All this goodneſſe witneſſeth a gracious handin all 

theſe. ibid, . 

2. Our owne conſcience bears witneſſe of offending a god 
"God. © HA | 

3. Acommon principle will witneſfe 4gaink us when 4 


returne evill for good, ibid, 
AnUſe of expoſtulation with ſinfull and impenitent men, 
- #nd conſiderations drawne from ibid, 
. 1. Their creation out of nothing. 78 
2. Their being made men, | 79 
3. Having all the members f 4 man. ibid, 
4. Preparing the world for them, $0 
E 5 rs chem to live a long time in it... 81 
6. Grving them ſpace to repent in. ibid, 

7. Living upon his coſt and charges. $ 


3 
8. Filling up their years and time with govdneſſe. 84, 
As riches, credit, friends, comfort in them all. 
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AGGRAVATIONS 
OF SINNING 


AGAINST MERCY. 


Rom. 2.4,5- 
or deſpiſeſt then the riches of his goodneſs, and forbearance, 
aud long ſuffering not knowing that the goodneſſe of God 
leadeth thee to repentance ? | 
But after thy hardneſſe and impenitent heart, treaſure# np 
wnto thy ſelfe wrath againſt the day of wrath; and reve 
lation of the righteors judgment of God ? 


Fx His is the laſt and moſt weighty aggravation 
BVESCaaia which the Apoſt'e puts into the meaſure of 

F {If the Gentiles ſinfulneſſe ( which in the for- 
Al mer Chapter he had, verſe 29. pronounced. 
AM full before) to make it fuller yet ; Their 

Wl ning againſt mercies , and Ceſpiſing the 

riches of Gods goodnefſe, patience,and for- 

bearance, the hatefull evil & iniquity where-' 

of, can be better no way ſet off and illuſtrated unto mens con- 

ſciences, than by a diſplay of the riches of that goodneſſe which 

men finne againſt, 

My purpoſe therefore is to unlock and carry you into that 
more common treaſury of outward mercies, and leade you 
throughthe ſevera}l roomes thereof, all which doe contirgally 
leade you anto repentance : That then refleRing upon onr un- | 
gratefull waſte, and abuſe of ſo many mercies in fianing chereby 
our ſinnes, every ſinne, the leaſt, may yet appeare more finfull 


unto us, who are leſſe than the leaft of all thoſe mercies, Know then, 
K 2 that 
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Aggravations of ſinning 


Epheſ. 2.7. 


Pial. 104.24. 


that befides that peculiar treaſure of »»/earchable riches of grace 
laid up in Chriſt, the offer of which. negleAted and deſpiſed, addes 
yet to all that ſinfulneſſe,a guilt as farre exceeding all that which 
{hall be ſpoken of, as Heaven exceeds the Earth.) There is ang. 
ther untold Mine of Riches the Earth i fall of, as the Pſalmift 
tells us, and the Apoſtle here, which theſe Gentiles onely heard 
of, and which we partake of all as much as they, As there are 
riches of grace offered to you which can never be exhauſted ; {9 
there are riches of patience ſpent upon you, which you will have 
ſpent out in the end ;. the expence of which catt- up, will alone 
amount to an immenſe treaſure,both of guilt in you,and of wrath 
in God, as theſe words informe ns. - 
To help you in this account, I will, 

- 1. Ingeneral), ſhew what Geodzeſſe, or Bounty, Patience, and 
tong ſuffering are in God. Ks 

2.That there are »iches of theſe ſpent upon all the ſons of men, 

3. That theſe all /eade mes to repentance, And then 

4. I will expoſtulate with you, and aggravate your ſinfulneſſe, 
in going onto deſpiſe all thele by unrepentance , as the Apoſtle 
here doth. : 

Firſt, in that God is ſaid here to be Good, or Bonntifull : 2, Pa- 
tient, or farbearing : 3. Long ſuffering , they feem to note out 
chree degrees of his common mercies unto men. 

Firlt, he is a god, or a bountiful! God : for ſo, as goodnefie is 
here uſed , I exegctically expound it : for though it be true, that 
foodneſſe & bounty may difter ; yet when riches of goodyeſſe are ſaid 
to be communicated,it imports the ſame,& is all one with Bouny; 
And ſuch is God. And all. thoſe noble and royal! qualifications 
and properties which concur to make one truly good, and hounti- 

f44-, doe meet and abound in. him, in. all thoſe goo4 things 
which he doth beſtow ; and are found truly in none but in him : 


| ſothatit may be truly ſaid, that. there is #one good but God., as 


Chriſt ſayes of him. 
Now Bognty, in the generall, which is,in God, may be thus.de- 
ſcribed. 8 © = 
It ts a free, willing, and a large giving of what is meezly his own, 
looking for no recompence again.. * | 
To explain this., that you may ſee, that all theſe conditions 
4 arc 


aeainft Mercie. © . 


are required to true goodneſſe, and allof them to be found in 
God onely. | 

1, He that is Bountiful, he muſt be a Giver, and Beſtower of 
good things : and all he beſtows, it mult be by way of gif not by 
way of recompence unto, or by deſert from the party he beltowes 
all on : Therefore Chriſt ſayes, Luke 6.33. that to doe good to thoſe 
who have done, or doe good to 5, #5 not thank-worthy, nor is it 
Bounty. But God is therefore truely good, becauſe he ſimply, 
meerely, and abſolutely gives away all which he beſtowes : For 
he was not, nor can any way become bcholden to any of his 
creatures; nor had formerly received any thing from them,which 
might move him hereunto ; fo Roz. 11. 35. Who hath firſt given 
him , that he may recompence him againe ? Nay untill He gave us 
a being , we were not capable of fo much as receiving any good 
thing from him, | 

2. He who is truly termed Good, or Bountiful , 31] that he 
gives away muſt be his owe ; And fo all which God befſtowes, it 
is his owne, So Pſal. 24.1. The Earth # the Lords, The ground 
wetread on, the place we dwellin ; He is our Landlord.. But 
is that all ? for the houſe may be the Landlords, when the furni- 
ture is the Tenants : therefore he further addes, And be fulneſſe 
ef it 1 hu alſo: that is, all the things that fill the world , all 
the furniture, and proviſion of it both ; all the moveables. (So 
Pſal. 50. 11. 12.) The cattell and the fowls upon a thouſand hils are 
mine, ſayes he ; and alſo all the ſtanding goods, the corn and ol 
( which you ſer and plant) are mize, Hoſ.2.9.yea and the Plalmiſt 
Inthe ſame 24. Plalme,addes further, that they. who dwell therein 
are bus alſo : not the houſe and furniture onely , but the Inhabi- 
rants themſelves. And this,by the moſt ſare,and moſt ſoveraigne 
title that can be, better thin that of purchaſe, or inheritance, 'of 
and from another : for he hath made them ; All # thine , becauſe 
all rvmes of thee, fayes the ſame David, 1 Chron.29.11,1 2. And all 
things are not onely [of bins] but [:hrough him] Rom. 11436. that 
ts, they cannot ſtand nor ſabſilt withour him, Even Kings ( the 
greateſt and moſt Dountifall of men ) their bounty is but as- that 
of the clouds, which though they ſhowre down plentifully,yet 
they firſt received all from the Earth below them. 

3, He mult give Jaygely, it is not Bounty-elſe, Now God is- 

K 3 therefore 


Luke 6.33, 


Rom.11.35. 


Pſal. 24.1. 


Pſal. gO/ATI,F2; 


x Chron. 29, 


Ageravuations of ſinning . 


Pſal.104. 29. 


therefore ſaid to be rich 3» goodreſſe , becauſe he is abundant in it, 
So we find it, comparing P/al. 33.5. with P/al.104. 24.in which 
it is ſaid, that the earth s full of his geodueſſe, and his riches, 
which we may judge of, by what he ſayes in the 27. verſe of that 
104. Pſalme, of what an houſe he keeps, and what multitudes he 
feeds : All theſe (ſaith the Plalmil) Watt on thee , that thou mayeſt 


give them meat , and thou openeft thy hand , and they are filled with 
good, King Ahaſnerus , to (hw his bountie , made a feaſt to his 


chiefe SubjeRs , bur it was but for halfe a yeer , and not to all; 
ſome few halfe yeeres more would well nigh have beggard him; 
but God doth thus continually, The greateſt and molt bounti- 
full of men, when they would exprefle the largeſt of their 
bountie, ſpeak but of giving halfe of their Kingdemes ( fo Herod, 
and he did bur talk ſo too ) but Goa beſtowes whole worlds, and 


' Kingdomes, 3s Daniel ſpeakes, Dan.4.35. and gives them to Whom 


be pleaſe. 

4. He that is bountiful, mult give all he gives freely , and wi- 
linely. Which , though I put together , yet may imply two di- 
{tin chings : As firſt, that he that gives , mult be a free agentin 
it, who is at his choice , whether he would give any thing away 
or no. The Se doth much good to the world, it affords a 
large light , and even halfe the world at once is full of its glory; 
yea and all this light is its own , not borrowed, as that of the 
Moon and Stars 1s ; yet this Suze cannot be called good or boun- 
tifall , becaule it ſends forth this light neceſſarily, and naturaly; 
and cannot chuſe bur do ſo ; nor can it draw in its beams, But 
God is a free giver, he was at his choice , whether he would have 


made the world or no ; and can yet when he pleaſeth, with-draw - 


hu fpirit and face, and then they all periſh, Pſal. 104. 29, Secondly, 
ir muſt be wikizply aiſo ; that is , no way conſtrained , nor by ex- 
rraRion wrung from him, who is to be called Bountiful, A wil- 
l-ag minde in matter &bountie , is more accepted than the thing, 
2 Cer.8.12. Now of God it is ſaid , Daz. 4. 22. thathe gives the 
kingdomes of the world to whom he will, and none ayes him, 
or can ſtay his hand, werſ. 35. yea he gives all away with alight. 
So P/al. 104. 31. having ſpoken of feeding every living thing, 
and of other the like works of his goodneſſe , throughout that 
Plalme , he concludes with this , God rejoyceth in all his workes : 
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thit is, doth all the good he doth to his creatures with delight ; 
It doth him good ( as it were ) to ſee the poore creatures feed. 
Laſt of all,/ookzng for no recompence for the time to come. This 
is another requifite in Boxnty, Sayes Chriſt, Lake 6, 34, If you 
ine toreceive again , 4s ſinners do , this 1s not thayk-wortby : bat 
verſ.25.ſo doth not your heavenly Father : For (ſayes he) Do good, 
and hope for nothing again, ſo ſhall you be like your Father, and then 
you ſhall ſh. w your ſelves true childres of the [ mot High. In 
which word , he inſinuates a reaſon why God gives all thus : be- 
cauſe he is ſo great, 8: ſo High a God,as nothing we doe can reach 
him ; as David ſpeakes, Pal. 16.2. My gooaneſſe exterds not un- 
to thee : he is t00 high to receive any benefit by what we do. And 


even that tharkfulneſſe he exaQts, he requires it but as an acknow. 


ledgement of our auty, and for our good, Dent.10.12. 

And ſo much for the firlt , namely , what goodneſſe and bountie 
is: and how God's truely good,and he ozely ſo. Bur this attribute 
of his, and the effcs of it, he exerciſeth cowards all our fellow 


creatures, and did to Adam in Paradiſe. But now to us ward (as: 


the Apoſtle ſpeaks.) namely the ſons of men, now fallen, he &x- 
rendeth and manifeſts a further riches, namely , of patience and 
long ſuffering , which the devils partake not of, the good Angels 

ad other creatures that finned not, are uncapable of, For as 
(Chriſt ſaies, Lyke 6.35. In what he beſtowes on us, he # kind to 
fuch , as are evil and unthankfull, Mercie is more than goodneſſe, 
for mercy alwayes doth reſpeAt ery : and becauſe all the crea- 
' tures are ſubjet? to a miſery , Roms. 8.20,21,22. of bondage and va- 
nity, therefore hs tender mercies are over all his workes. But ye 
patience is a farther thing than mercy, ( as mercy is than googneſſe) 
beitg exereiſed , not towards miſerable creatures onely, but to- 
wards fimers , and includes in it more three things further to- 
wards them, 

1. Not only that thoſe perſons he doth good unto do offend, 


and injure him ; but chat himſelf alſo is exceeding ſenſible of all. 


thofe wrongs, and moved by them, and alfo provoked to wrath 
thereby ; it iFnot patience elſe. So in 2 Per. 3. 9. It is tiot ſlack- 
mſſe (fayes he there :) God # 20: ſlack : that is, he firs nor 
in heaven as one of the Idol gods , that regarded not what aQs 
were kept here dolowe ; or took not to heart mens carriages to- 


wards 


Luke 6. 34. 


Pſal. 16. 2, 


Luke 6, 35. 
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Plal.9.11. 


Revcl. 2.21. 


| Matth. 18. 29, 


Luke 1 3-17. 


goedneſſe,&Cc. expended on us, 


wards him ; but is log ſuſfering,or patient'; that is, he apprehends 
himſelfe wronged, is fully ſenſible of it ;  a»gry With the wicked 
every day, he hath much adoe to forbear, even when he doth for- 
bear,and letceth them alone ; he exerciſeth an attribute, a vertue, 
towards them, namely, patiexce, in keeping in of his anger - 
which is as to keep fire in ones boſome. 

But ſecondly , this is not all ; he doth not ſimply forbear, and 
reltrain his anger, but vouchſafeth that :z-ze he forbears them in, 
chat they might repexr init ; and his merczes, as means leading to 


» repentance. S0 it follows in that 2 Pet. 3&9. But God & long 


ſuffering to 4-ward, and his loog ſuffering hath this in it, »ot wil- 
ling that any ſoould perify, but come unto .repentance, $0 alſo 
Revel. 2.21. it is called ſpace to repent, And all the bleſſings hy 
vouchſafeth , he gives them as meanes and guides to /cad them s, 
to repentance as here. And atth, 18.29, Have. patience with me 
and I will pay thee all. That is, give me a longer day and ſpace 
to pay the debt in,and be willing to accept it when I bring it,and 
let me lie out of priſon, that I may be enabled to pay it; 

Thirdly, there is yer a further thing in his patiexce, namely, a 
Waiting , and expeRation that men would come in, and repent, 
So Luke 13.17. Theſe three yeeres have I| come ſeeking ] fruit 
but have found noxe : There was an expeRation, a longing , a de- 
fire it would bring forth fruit,0h when ral it ence be ! ſayes God, 
Fer.13. laſt. 2 

In the laſt place, that other attribute of /o»g ſuffering , which 
is the third , is but as a further degree of patience ;. but patience 
lengthened ont farther , that is , when God hath been thus patient, 
bath forborn and waited for their comming in, and.chat not for 
three yeers , but haply thirty , fourty yeers , and ſtill chey turne 
not ; his patience then begins ( as we would think ) to be ( asit 
were ) worne out , and his anger begins to ariſe , as if he could 
forbeare no longer ; ( as it was towards that.tree, hy cumbreth 
it the ground? (,#t it downe ) yet he goes on to ſpare a man ano- 
ther yeere , and many more yeares ſtill after that ; and endvreth 
with much long ſuffering ( as Rom.9.22.) the veſſels of wrath , El 
dures to wonderment, aboye meaſure, beyond all.expeRation, all 
patience,as it were ; this lo ſuffering... . | 

The ſecond generall head is, that there are [75ches ] of this y' : 
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Je isa 7h goodneſſe, patience and long ſuffering; Rich in 
themſelves, in regard of their abxrdance, as they came from 
him ; and rich alſo in regard of their precioze n/efulneſſe rnto 21, 
as they may be tmproved by us. | : | 

Firſt, i» themſelves they are rich : 1f we conſider what is ex- 
pended , all that while, He layes ont , not ſimply his power to 
ſuſtain and uphold all things,and to maintaine us freely : ſo to do 
isnothing to him. For whileſt he doth butſo, nothing goes out 
of purſe, or is detrafted from him; (as I may ſo ſpeak ) he 
feeles not rhe expence either of power, providence, &c. All this 


coſt him but words : For he »pholas all , creates all by the word of Hebr. 1, 


his power, Hebr. 1, And thus to maintaine the Angels,and to have 
maintained all mankinde before they fell, had beene no more. 
But (my brethren) when now he maintains us ſinners, not fimply 
power goes forth from him , but his g/ory is expended, and taken 
from him,and for the while waſted,detraRed from ; he loſeth, at 
preſent , every day infinitely by us,and he is ſenſible of it ; every 
fin takes glory from him,robs him,as he himſelf complaines : that 
he who made the world upholds it, ( keepes it together,as the hoops 
doe the barrell,it wouldall to pieces elſe, to nothing ; 5» whom 
al live, as fiſhes in the Sea, yea upon whom all live ) that He 
ſhould live #»kzown, unthought of, unſerved ; yea diſgraced, dif- 
honoured in the world , and have this world loſt to him, as it 
were; and ſinne, the Devill, wicked men, to have al] the glory 
fromhim , to be exalted, to carry the whole world afore them : 
This ſpends upon him, he had need of Riches to doe this. 
Secondly , conſider the multitude of {tnners, that thus ſpend, 
and live upon theſe riches, no lefſe than all the world ; He had 
need of niyttitudes of patience in him : He forbeares not one,but 
all and every one. We looke upon one man, and ſecing him very 
wicked, we wonder God cuts him not off ; we wonder at our 
ſelves, that Godf{did not- cut ns off before this, when once onr 


eyes are opened : nay then caſt your eyes over all the world, and 


fland amazed at Gods forbearance towards it. Take the richeſt 
man that ever was, to have millions of men in his debt, it would 
undoe him ſoone, All the world are in Gods debt, and run ſtill 
in debt every day more and more, and yet he breakes not , nay 
breakes not them, 


John 1.10, 
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I TiR1.1,16- 


2 Pet.3.!, + 


A 


Nay thirdly, to manifeſt this abundance yet more , conſider 
not onely the multitude he forbeares, but the time he hath done 
it: to forbeare much, and to forbeare it long : he hath forborn, 
and beene out of purſe from the beginning of the world , ſince 
men were upon the face of the earth, five thouſand yeeres and 1 
halfe already;and how long it is yet to the day of Judgement,we 
know not : And yet ye ſee, He is as patient, and as bountiful now 
in the Jatter dayes of the world, as he was at the firſt, Did that 
greateſt convert that ever was,that had not lived palt thirty yeers 
in his ſinfull eſtate ( for he was young when he held the ſtoners 
clothes that ſtoned Stephen) and yet was the chiefeſt of ſinners, 
did he yet ( as himſelfe ſayes ) thinke himſelfe a pattern of long 
ſuffering , 1 Tim. 1.16. thought it a great matter God ſhould 
forbeare ſo long ? what is the whole world then 2? if he, being 
but one ſmall poore veſlell, was fo richly laden with the riches of 
Gods patience, how is this great bark of the world then 
fraught, that hath gone over ſo vaſt a gulfe of time ? how much 
of theſe his riches have been laden in it ? 

And then fourthly , adde to this the expenſive prodigality of 
all theſe ſinners in all ages; every ſinner ſpends ſomething, and 
how laviſh are men of oathes ? A// the thoughts of mens hearts 
from their youth #p,they are evil. and onely evil, and continmally : and 
how much then hath every man ſpent him ? every fin is a debt. 

In the ſecond place, this is a 7ich goodneſle and patience inre- 
gard of the precionuſneſſe and v/tfulneſſe, 

Firſt, preciozs , in regard of what all theſe manifeſtations of 
his goodnefie and forbearance coſt, even the blood of his Sonne, 
whe as a Lord hath bought and purchaſed all wicked men ; their lives, 
and their reprivall, all that timeithat here they live ; and all the 
bleflings and diſpenſations of 'goodnefſe, which here they do en- 
joy. Chriſts mediation fo farre- prevails with God for all the 
world , that it puts a ſtop to the preſent proceedings of jultice, 
which otherwiſe had faid of all, that day thou ſrune$bh, thoy dieſþ. 
So that as Chriſt may be called the wiſdons and the power of God; 
ſo alſo the patience and the Jong ſuffering of God. For, for his 
ſake, and through his meanes.; it is exerciſed : God would not 
fhew a drop of mercie, but for his Son. Which, I rake, ſtrong]y 
and clearly intimated, in thac dealing of his with the Jews, 
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Ex04.23.20.compared with Zx.33.2,3,4.&c. Immediately after 
God had given the Law, (by the rules and threatnings whereof, 
God the Father in his government was to proceed)& after they 
had tranſgreſſed it, He there declares, that he conld not go with 
them : For(according to the rules of his government)he ſhould de- 


ftroy them ; but his Angel, he would ſend With them, even Chriſt, he 


might ſhew thern mercy,for he was the purchaſer of it : and that 
he was that Angel,appcars,in that God tels them, verſc21.that his 
ame was in his, who alſo would deſtroy them,if they turned not 
and repented,according to the rules of his Law,the Goſpel, 

And precious, ſecondly, t6.29, in regard of the »/efulneſſe, this 
goodnefſe and long ſuftering tend and ſerve unto. This makes this 
ſock of time afforded you, by Gods goodneſle, to be riches in- 
deed, that it z ſpace to reperit ; nor a time of reprivall onely, but 
to get a pardon in ; and this makcs all the good things we enjoy 
to be precious indeed , that they are meanes , leading us by the 
hand to Repentance. Rich it is, becauſe if your time be laid out as 
it ought, you may obtain thoſe farre ſurpaſſing riches of glory re- 
ſerved for hereafter ; Win, and gain Chriſt by ir, and all his »-- 
ſearchable riches. All things receive their worth and valuation 
from what they tend to, and from what depends upon them, 
and the uſe they might be put to. -A Bord, a mans will, which in 
t: ſelf (asitis apiece of parchment ) is not worth one ſhilling ; 
yet an eſtate of many thouſands many lie and depend upon them. 
And ſo time is not ſimply precious in it ſelfe, but in regard 
of the opportunities of it, And accordingly, in thoſe ordinarie 
paſſages of our lives,do we,more or lefle,eſtimate and count time 
precious, as the bulineſle allotted to it, is of more or lefle conſe- 
quence : when a matter falls out that concerns us, and requires 
diſpatch, and we are caſt into ſtraits of time about it, we count 
every minute precious : ſo this :72e of ours ( which is the chicf 
and principall of that ſtock , put into our hands by Gods pa- 
tience ) being ſpace ts repent in, tO gaine and trade for heaven 


, with, in this reſpe& every minute of it, is as much as heaven is 


worth , and one houre of it may. be as much as all the time you 


areto ſpend forever, after this life ended : every minute hath an 


influence into eternity. And how ever you may account it , yet 
the balance of the SanRuary thus eſtimates your time, cals ic 
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AQts 14.16. 


Jour-money : Why lay your ont your money for'what 15 not-? &c. (ie, j 
this precious day of grace, and the thoughts, cares and-endea- 
vours which-are brought. forth and minted in this-time allotted: 
theſe are-your: money ,,. you might purchaſe heaven by, And thug 
it hath b:cn eſteemed by holy and godly men , who yer had lefſe 
need to value it, having done the maine bufineſſe it was allotted 
for. David in. the 39. P/al. 13. being brought very lowe,, 0h 
ſpare me alittle; that I may recover my ſtrength, before T goe hevce, 
and be ſeenno more. SO Hezckiah,1ſ4i.38. how did he ſue for,and 
when.he had obtained fifreene yeers, how did he bleſle God? 
verſ. 20, or if by this you judge not fo , thinke with thy ſelfe, 
whart-at the day of death thou wouldeſt account of an houre, of 
a-moneth:, a yeer ? what others, who have lain gaſping., would 
have given a world for time again,as I haveheard one crying day 
and night ( call time agaize ) or if not then, oh whatin Hell | 
Theithird thing I am to ſhew, is, that ali this geod»eſſe, patience, 
and forbearance , is afforded towards you as a meanes, and helps 
ro bring you-to repentance, As 17.28. God( ſayes the Apoltle 
there ) harh allstted to men}, both their times to livein, and alſo 
their places of abode and $abitations, all richly furniſhed with 
bleflings to uphoid their lives and beings. And to! what cndare 
both theſe thus afforded ? That they might ſeek the Lord , if by 
groping after him ( even as men in the dark ) they might haply firde 
Lim. But men being .in the darke, and deſtitute of guides to 
bring them unto.God, may yet be as far off finding him as ever, 
Therefore adde but the words of my text, to what the Apoltle 
ſayes there,and we ſee,that this goodnefſe of God takes us by the 
hand, and leads w#to repentance ; to turn from fin unto God, and 
ſo to finde him; And thus led are you unto God, by the help of 
three ſeveral] guides, which each afcer other ſweetly lead. you,and 
point porn: to this. at ap 2 
Firſt, all. this: goodnefſe beares witneſſe:to your hearts'of 2: 
gracious hand that extends it{cIfe in all: theſe ; therefore in that 
17. of the As, he ſubjoynes, Goda: not-far off any of us. That 
there is.a good God befſtowes all things on;you, is a thonghtlies 
at:next:doore of--atl his bleflings; not'far off.” Yea'they all (ſayes: 
the Apoſtle toithe ſame Gentiles, «Ls 14-16:) doo beare witneſt 
of him:, ( thoughrthey went-0z intheiriowne-Wayes.) yer: ( _—— 
| enere 


WV 
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- there ) God ef t not himſelfe Without witneſſe ; that is, an impreſ- 


ſion on their hearts that his good hand: beſtowed all on them, 
when he filled their hearts with foode and 'gladneſſe. 

Secondly, His goodneſſe having bronght thus God to mens 
thoughts , then your owne conſciences take you , and leade you 
downe into your ſelves, and beare witnefſe , that you by walk- 
ing in your owne wayes, doe nothing. but provoke and offend 
this 200d God, So Rom:2.15, _ 

And then thirdly, there is an indelible principle common to 
all men to /ove thoſe Who love them ; which after the two former 
have brought you hitherto, point you to Repertance , as the con- 
cluſion. [_ Shall We-gor on to finne againſt this good, ſo good ? re- 
tarne evil for good ? |] Is not this a naturall neceſſary conſequent 
out of all theſe, to ſay as they , Let us therefore feare the Lord, 
who grveth' ns the early and the latter raine, as it is Fere. 5. 26. 27. 
And though men are ſaid not to kzow this, inthe text, yet the 


* meaning is, they doe not throughly and efteually conſider thus 


much , ſo as thereby'to be brought to Repeotance, yet however 


there is ſuch a witnefle of all thisin all mens hearts,. and thus are- 


they led on unto Repentance , would they ſee their way and fol. 
low their guide. 
The uſe (hall be an uſe of expoſtulation ( as-here the Apoſtle 


carryes it ) with men ſinfull and impenitent,for going on to ſinne: 


againſt all this mercy ; together with an aggravation of their fin- 


. fulneſſe hereby. Men, if young, doe uſually take the advantage 


of this their precious time, ( which of ſo much long ſuffering is 
vouchſafed them ) and of all thoſe precious opportunities , and: 
bleſlings they enjoy , to iraprove them onely , in reaping and ga- 
thering in to themſelves the pleaſures of finnes ; making the time 
of youth their harveſt of ſinning; and yet thinke to eſcape by re- 
penting,, afterwards: and then when old, after they have al- 
ready enjoyed along and a faire Sunſhine day to turne to God: 
in, and to have. ſowne much ſeed to the Spirit, the comfort 
wherof they might now have reaped;yet as they have altogether 
neglected ſo to doe all their youth, ſo they goe on to doe fo (till, 
whilſt they ſee they have any day:lefr,, be it never ſo neare the 
ſetting : and do chooſe rather deſperately to venture their eſtate 


inthe world to come, upon the riches of his mercie pardoning, . 
L 3 (though ' 


Jer.5. 26,27. 


» 


Luke 6. 


_ Aggravations of ſinning 


Hab. 2.10,17. 


Plal. I37.7- 


(though without all care and endeavour to change their hearts. 
or lives ) upon the experience they have had of the riches of his 
mercy forbearing them in this world , thinking to finde him the 
ſame in both. With all ſuch, let me reaſon a little, and from the 
riches of Gods goodneſſe , patience, 6c, ſpent upon them, at once 
expoſtulace with them, for.their impenitency , and agegravare tg 
them their ſinfulneſle, and alſo, if poſlible, prevail with them 
to goe on to deſpiſe it thus no Jonger. And if there be any prin. 
ciple of common ingenuity, any ſparke ( I doe not ay of grace, 
but of goodnefle of natuce) left unextinguiſht, me thinkes ir 
ſhould affe&t yon,and do fome good on you ere I have done, 

And to that end,conſider a little, and compare together Gods 
loving kindneſles towards you,and your unkind dealings towards 
him. - 

To begin at the beginning of thy becing : how much riches of 
goodnefle were there laid and buried in thy foundation? when the 
firſt corner ſtone was laid, when chou were made a man, ( beſides 
the colt which hath been ſpent upon-this building ſince)&,curſed 
as thou art, even that very foundation was laid in bloodie niqz- 
tics, in which thou wert coxceived ; and the very materials of ſoul 
an4 body, thou conſiſteſt of, being tempered with fin , /ibe the 
ftone in the wall , and beame ont of the timber, cry out cvery mo- 
ment to God againlt thee, as Edomz did, Raſe it, raſe it, even to the 
verie ground, | 

Conſider how but the other day thou wert meerec nothing, and 
when an infinite number that never were nor ſhall be, were in as 
great apoſſbility of being as thou,(for when he made this world, 
he could have laid it aſide wholly, and created millions of other 
worlds ) yet he choſe thee to have a roome in this,but one world, 
{ for he meanes to make no more) and this world could have 
itood without thee, and did before thou were,and ſhall do when 
thou art gone : yet he called thee forth out of nothing , and by 
his Almightie power, bade thee ſtand forth when there was no 
need of thee, I fay he choſe thee to have a being : for as theres 
an ele&ion of things that are to ſalvation , ſo our of things that 

viere not unto being. And wretch- that thouart,,:if thou re- 
penteſt not , thou deſtroyelt what God hath made, and hadſt: 
better have kept nothing (till , and never have peept out, or elle 

F2 


againſt Mercie. 


to 5kulk into thy firſt nothing again, for thou art /o/f, berrer never 


ts 

ls to have been born. 
ie Secondly , Confider yet more goodneſſe, Thou mighteſt have 
e bene admitted into the loweſt form of creatures, have beene a 
'E worme, a flea, a flie, which we men fiil'p and cruſh ro death at 
0 pleaſure : but to be made a ay, created one of the States, 
n Barons , Lords of the world the firſt houre , admitted into the 
» higheſt order , crowned a King in the womb, as David ſayes of 
. man, P/al. 8, 5. made a little lower than the Angels , but crowned 
with glory and honour ; made to have dominion over all the Workes 


of his hands, The one halfe of thee is more worth than a whole 
world,[ thy ſoul ] as Chriſt ſayes, that went co the price of ſouls; 
up01 which God hath beſtowed an eternitie of being, and made 
it the picture of his face , his Image , when other creatures doc 
weare but his footſteps. And the body the other peece, and in- 
deed but the Cafe, the Sheath, (as Daniels phraſe, and the Chaldee 
hath it, Dar. 7.15.) of thee, what a curious workmanſhip is it ? 
wonderfully and fearfully made, as David ſayes, Pſalm. 139.15. 
curionſly wrought in the lower parts of the earth. So there he calls 
the womb ; becauſe as curious workmen , when they have ſome 
choice piece in hand, perfect it tn private, and then bring it forth 
tolight for men to gaze at :.So God out of a teare, a drop, he 
hath limmed out the Epitome of the whole world ; the Index of 
all the creatures. Sn, m00xe, ſtarres, are to be found in thee, 
And yer wretch as thou art,thou art withall che Epitome of hell, 
and broughteſt into the world with thee, the ſeeds and principtes 
of ali the villanies , that have beene acted intheworld , and if 
thou repenteſt not , thou hadſt better have beene a toad , or ſer- 
 pent, the hatefulleſt of creatures ; and wouldlt change thy. condi- 
ton with them one day. 

Thirdly, being a man, haſt thou all thy members that belong 
unto a man ? it is becauſe he wrote them all in his booke , P[al.139. 
I6. if he had left out an eye in his common-place booke, thou 
hadſt wanted it ; is not that a mercy ? ask the blinde, If thuu. 
hadſt wanted thoſe windows to looke out at , thy body would 
have been a dungeon,the world a priſon, If a Tongue ( which 75 
thy glory ) or an care, thou hadit lived among men, as a bealt 
among mcn, And yet when Gad gave thee all theſe ,. _— 
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Pſal.10 4.2.3» 
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he but put weapons into an enemies hand ? for halt thou not uſed 
all theſe,as weapons of nnrighteonuſneſſe ? Inſornuch as the tongue but 
one member , is called a world of iniquity by the Apoltle - andif 
thou repentelt not, thou hadlt better ( as Chriſt ayes )' have en. 
tered into the world without an eye, an eare, a tongue, than with 
theſe goe for ever into Hell. 

Fourthly , when thou wert taken out of the womb, ( where 
thou didſt remaine , but whileſt thou wert a framing ) what z 
ſtately palace hath he brought thee into, | che world Jwhich thou 
findeſt prepared , and ready furniſht with all things for thy 
maintenance, as Canaan was to the Children of Iſrael ; a ſtately 
houſe thou bui!dedſt not, trees thou plantedlt nor, a rich Canopy 
ſpangled, ſpread as a Curtaine over thy head ; he ſets up a Taper 
for thee to work by | the Sunne?] !21l thou art weary, Pſal.104.23, 
and then it goes downe without thy bidding, for it knowes its ge- 
ing downe , verſ. 19. then he drawes a curtaine over halfe the 
world, that men may goe to reſt, thou canſeſt darkneſſe , and it is 
night, verſ.20. An houſe this world is, ſo curiouſly contrived, that 
to every room of it, even to every poor village,ſprings do come 
as pipes to find thee water, So P/al.104..10,11. The pavement 
of which houſe thou treadelſt on, brings forth thy food, verſe 14. 
Bread for ftrength, wine to cheere thy heart, oyle to make thy fuce ta 
ſpine, verſ, 15, Which three are there ſynecdochically put for 
all things needfull to ſtrength, ornament, and delight, The very 
chambers of that houſe ( as David calls them ) drop fatueſſe, and 
water the earth, verſe 13. He wheeles the heavens about, and 
ſo ſpins out time for thee , every moment of which time brings 
forth ſome bleſſing or other , and no one is barren. Therefore 
Pſal. 65.11.” the yeer ts ſaid to be crowned with goodneſſe : a diadem 
of goodnefle encircles it round : and yet thou haſt filled this 
world thou thus art brought into, with nothing. but rebellions, 
as he hath done with bleſſings , and halt piled up finnes to hea- 
ven;and thou haſt preſſed all theſe armies of bleſſing thou findelt 
the world filled with, to fight againſt their Maker , under the 
Devils bahner, whom thy wickedneſſe ſers up as the god of thrs 
World. And as the yeere 1s crowned with-goodnefſe, ſo thy yeers 


- with wickednefſe, and no moment is barren ; b#t all thy imags- 


nations are evil continually, Yea thou haſt finned againi? heaven 
al, 
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ard earth and ſubjeted the whole creation unts vanity , laden the 
carth;; and fiiled ir ſo with wickedneſſe, that 7t groanes, the axcl- 
tree:of it is even ready to crack under thee, and the ground thou 
treadeſt on to ſþne thee outs 
Fiftly , ſince thou camelſt into the world , what a long time 
hath God ſuffered thee to live in it ? he hath not ſpared thee three 
Jeeres onely, ( as he did the figtree ) but thirty, forty. And when 
chou firſt magelt bold to thruſt forth thy trayterous head into the 
world, Death ( which thy (inne brought into the world with it ) 
might have arreſted thee, and told thee, this world was no place 
for thee, for hell is only ex own place, eAs 1.25; thou ſhouldeſt 
have beene executed the firlt day. And is not ſo much time of 
eaſe from puniſhment infinite mercy ? Caſt but your thoughts 
upon the Angels that fell , that have beene in hell from the mo- 
ment of their ſinning ; doe bus thinke with your ſclv.s, what 
they would give to have ſo much time cut out of that cteraity 
they are to run through, and to have it ſer apart for caſe, and to 
be void of torment ; if the rich man in hell, made it ſuch a great 
ſuit, and counted it ſo great a favour to have but one drop of 
water ( which could but for a little while ſcarce more then a mo- 
ment ) have cooled and eaſed , not his whole body, but the tip 


Adc.1.25. 


of. his tongue onely ) how much more would he have thought it . 


mercy , to have lived ſo many yeares againe as he had done free 
from torment ? what is it then for thee, to live ſo many yeares 


free from the falling of the leaſt drop of that wrath , whereof - 


the full vialls ſhould have been poured out many yeares agoe X' - 
The ſame Law was out againſt us , which was out againſt the An« * _ 


gels; That day thou eateſt , thou ſhalt die the death : what put the 
difference ? the Apoſtle tells us, his /ong-/rffering to 15-ward :- 
not to them : for in Chap. 2.4 he had toid us that he pared not 
the Angels which fell, but poſted, and threw them into hell , as 
ſoone as they had ſinned. | 

Sixtly, Bur further, in the 6. place ; Is this all ? hath ic beene 
barely a time of eaſe given thee, a time of reprivall ? No, it bath 
beene more, /pace to repent , and ſo to obtaine thy pardon in, 
Rev. 2.21, And as it hath bin more than cafe of torment unto 
| thee, ſo alſo conſider it hath beene more thar {lackneſſe in him 
that hath afforded it to thee, as the Apolile there doth tell us. 

| M It 
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It is not that he hath rooke no notice of thy offending him, but 


he is ſenſible of every idle thought, of every oath,vain word, and - 


as the Scripture tels us, he # pained at the very heart, in ſo mach 
as he repents that ever he made thee ; he & angry With thee every 
day thou riſcſt, every time he lookes on thee,when ever he meets 
thee going into the Taverne to be drunk , the whorehoule to be 
uncleane , when he meets thee recling in the ſtreets, he hath 
much adoe to forbeare killing thee , as he had ro forbear Av; 
when he met him in the Inne : He is ready to have a blow ar 
thee, and it ſhould riot need be any great ſtroake, or fetching 
his arme abour ; if he did but blow on thee,thou were conſumed, 
To ſuffer thee to live, doth therefore colt him much riches of 
patience ; bur to cut thee off}, need coſt him nothing : he can doe 
that with eaſe. Bur fucther , all is joyned with a wiHingueſſe that 
thou ſhouldeſt repert,and rot periſh,as that place tells thee, 

It were much mercy for a Traytor to be reprived , to havea 
leaſe of his life for twenty yeeres, though there were no hope 
nor meanes of obtaining his finall pardon after that time 
ſpent, and this alſo, though but for one treaſon, and though al} 
that time of his reprivall he carryes and behaves himſelfe never 
ſo obediently, But unto thee, this time hath been more than a 
longer day of life, and putting off the execution ( which for 
the guilt of that firſt rebellion ſhould have been aRed on thee in 
the womb ) it hath been time to repent 7 : And yet hath not this 
time of thy rep:tivall made thee ſo ninch the more rebellious? and 
haſt not thou ſpent all this time in making up the meaſure of 
thine iniquity full ? and hath itbeene willingneſſe onely in God 
that thou ſhouldeſt not periſh? yea more, joyned with waiting 
alſo, when it ſhonld once be, thinking the time long, as longing 


and defiring that thon wouldſt repent, that he might pardon 


thee, Thus Ferem, 13. laſt, God exprefleth himſclfe, When al 
it once be ? yea and conſider how many dayes of payment have 
beene ſet, and how many promiſes made, and broken all by 


thee, and yet ſtill he waiterh unto wonderment. Thou receivedit | 


preſſe money at thy Baptiſme , when thou didſt promile to for- 
ſake the devill andall his workes, aad to beginto ſerve him, when 
thou ſhow!dſt begin to diſcerne berweene good and evill. But no 
ſooner did the light of knowledge dawae in thy heart, _ 


—— 
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againſt Mercie, 


beganſt co fight againſt him ; and thy firſt thoughts to this day 


| havebeene onely and contiru3)ly evill, And then (haply) in thy 


younger yeeres, before thou hadlt taſted of the pleaſures of fin, 


he gave thee an inkling, by meanes of thy educarion,of his good- 


neffe cowards thee, and of that happinefle to bu had in him, and 
chou hadſt the firſt offer of him, ere thy tender years were poyſo- 
ned by the world ; and he hath dealc with thee again and againe, 
both by his Word and Spirit; not waized only,but Wooed thee,and 
hath been a ſuiter to thy heart long : and I appeal to your hearts, 


| how many promiſes you have made him,of turning from all your 


rebellions to him, after ſuch a Sermon, which was brought 
powerfully home : In ſuch a fickneſſe,and in ſuch a ſtrait,thy con- 
ſcience knowes full well : And [till God hath made tryall of thee 
and given thee longer day ; and though thou haſt broke with him 
apaine and againe , yet he hath forborne thee againe and againe, 
and hath waited this twenty, thirty, forty,fifty, ſixty yeers, when 


+ thou ſhouldeſt come in, and be as good as thy word , and ill 


thou haſt failed him. And yet behold and wonder,and i{tand con- 
founded at the riches of his long ſuffering , that after ſo many 
yeeres expence and promiſes broken by thee, expeRations failed 
i-him, and many mockeries of him , after all this he is yet wil- 
lng to accept of the remainder, if thou wouldſt fend the reſt of 
the tive , left thee in the fleſh , according to his will, as the Apoſtle 
ſprakes , 1 Per. 4.3, even to loſe principall,uſe, and all,for what is 


I Pet. 4.3, 


paſt, and requires bat the ſame compoſition was propounded the - 


firſt day; yea and not only ſo,but with promiſe to become a deb- 
tor unto thee, to beſtow further riches on thee than ever yet thou 
ſaweſt,or art able to conceive: yea and all this, when he could have 
his peny worths out of thee another way, and loſe not one far- 
thing by thee, but by puniſhing thee in hel,recover all zo the ntmope. 

Neither, ſeventhly , hath it beene barely and ſimply an a& of 
patience and forbearance , though joyned with this willingneſſe, 
thou ſhouldit not periſh; or meerely a permiſſive a& of ſuffer- 
ng thee to live. But God ſhewes forth yer more riches of good. 
nefſe joyned with this long ſuffering ; in him ye live, and move, and 
beve your being ; and dolt thou live in him onely ? nay thou liveſt 
01 him alſo, upon his coſt and charges ; 1 have hung »pon thee 


( fayes David ) from my mothers wombe, And conſider what thy 
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life is, that of fo ſmall a botrome, he ſhould ſpin out ſo long a 
thred ! had he not drawne it out of his owne power,as the ſpider 
' doth her web out of .her own bowels, it had beene at an eng. 
the ſccond minute ; to maintaine that radcall moiſture , that oyle 
that feeds the lampe,and light of thy life, that radrcale balſamum, 
this is as great a miracle as the maintaining the ole in the cruze of 
| the poore famiſhed widow. And further yer,hath he maintained 
thee only ? Nay more, hath he not defended thee, took thy part, 
proteRted thee-, tooke thee under his wing , as the hen doth her 
chickens, to ſhelter thee from thoſe many dangers thy life hath 
beene expoſed unto ? Otherwiſe , how many wayes , ere this, 
hadſt thou beene ſnatcht away out of the land of the living 2 Is 
thy caſe, the caſe of the figtree onely , which before we menti- 
oned, that when God cryed , Cut it downe, another cryed, ſpare 
;t ? but there have beene many have cryed , Ct thee downe , and 
God hath cryed, ſpare thee : there is never a minute , but the de- 
viis would have had a blow at thy life , ,as he longed to have had 
at obs, That thon,a poore lump of fleſh, ſhouldſt walk through, 
and in the midſt of ſuch an hoſt of fierce and crnell enemies,. 
whoſe hearts are ſwelled with malice at thee , and God ſhoyld 
fay tothem all, concerning thee, as he did to Zabay concerning 
Tacob, Tonch vot this man, And yet if thou wert-not liable to 
their m:lice and power, yet coriider how many dangers and 
caſualties, beſides, thou haſt beene kept in, and from as falls, 
drowning, Killing many wayes , how often have the arrowes of 
death come whisking by thee, took away thoſe next thee, (hap- 
ly of thy kindred , brother , filter , yoke-fellow, of the ſame 
houſe, family with thy ſelfe ) and yer have miſled thee ? Andif 
we looke no farther than theſe dayes of mortality we have lived 
in; two great pligues in this Kingdome , how have the-moſt of 
us all here ſurvived, and now the third is increaſing and growing 
upon us ? To have our lives in ſuch deare yeares of time., when 
to have onr life for a prey is mercy enough,as Feremy told Baruch | 
that theſe arrowes ſhonid flie round about us, over our heads, 
and mile us ! that Gods arreſts (hould ſeize upon men , walking, 
rajking with us, ard ſpare us ! how often, many other wayes, 
hath thy neck been upon the block, and the axe held over, and 
yet hath fallen beſides ! To goe no farther than thy owne wi 
{ 
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the kumours thereof, if God ſhould not reſtraine them, would 

overflow and drowne it, as the waters would the carth,, if God 

ſhould not fay tothem , ay your proxd waves. And whenin a 

ſickneſſe they have been let out ; yer God hath kept a ſluce, that 

fo much ſhould break forth, and no more, which ſhould purge, 

and waſh the body, and make it more healthfull,as the overflow- 

ing of IV :Uns doth. And when then thy body hath been brought 

low and weak,: and like a crazy rotten ſhip in a ſtorme, taking in 

water on all ſides , fo that all the Phyſitians in the world could 

not have ſtept thoſe Leakes ; he harh rebuked winde and ſea, hath 

careened, mended thee, and launched thee into the world again, 

as whole, as ſound , and ſtrong as ever ; and God hath ſaid, as 

7ob 33. that 7 hou DouldFt not die. In a word, if thou conſider but Job z;. 

what thy life is,and the dangers it is ſubj2 to,thou wilt acknow-. | 
ledge it is as great 4 wonder to preſerve it, as to ſee a glaſle that PY.” 
hath been in continuall uſe, gone throuzh many hands, and hath 
had many knocks, and falls,to be kept for-forty, fifty, ſixey yeers 
whole and unbroken : God hath carryed hy life in ##s hand, as it 
werea candle in a paper Janthorn in a ſtrong windy night, & kept 
it fr:being extinct when as we often ſve in many,thar a little cold: 
comes but in at a little crany,& blows their candle ont,2s7ob ſpeaks. 

And cightly , how have thele yeeres and houres of thy time 

been filled up with goodnefſe ? and with how many comforts ?: 
For a Traytor to live , though bur upon bread-and water all his 
dayes, what favour is it 2? and ſo hadft thou lived all rhis time, 
never ſo miſerably, though all thy dyes thor hadft eaten thy bread 
in darkyeſſe , ant hadſt had much ſorrow with thy ſichneſſe,( as Sols- 
mun ſpeaks, ) Some there are, who, as 70 ſpeaks, Fo& 21.15.die in Job 21.15, 
the bitterneſſe of their ſoules, and never eat With pleaſare , ſcarce. 

ſeeing a good day ; and if this had beene thy caſe, yet this is in- 

finite mercy, . Even whatſoever is on this ſide Hell, is mercy, 1 
Lam. 3.22. ſay they inthe worlt cftate the Church was ever Lamen. 3, 22. 
onearth , 1c z5 thy | mercies. ] a0t mercy onely, but multitude 
of mercies-are ſh:-wne us, that we are not. conſumed, becanſ® hu 
mercies are renewed every morning, If at the brink of hell, and 
not in, it 1s mercy. But hath he not ali this while fille thy heart 
Wh food and gladue/ſe , asthe Apolile ſpeaks, As 14,17 7 It Ads4.17. 
were infinite to goe over the particular-kinds of cormmon com- 
M 3 forts, 
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Pſal. 3 27.2. 


Jer.31-26. 
Gen. 28.20, 


Job.37,17. 


Fxed.15.26. 


Pſal.68. 19. 


, Deus. 18. 


forts , which God vouchſafes men here : not halfe the riches of 
his goodnefle is yet told : It would require an age to make an 
Inventory of them. Halt a houſe in the world to hide thy head 
in, and keep thee from the injuries of the weather ? ( which wa; . 
more than Chriſt had, ) God he is thy Zandlord, (though it may 

be thou payeſt him no'*rent;) he it is that baz/ds the houſe; P/a.l27, 

I. Haſt a bed to lie upon ? he makes it, eſpecially x thy fickneſſe, 

Pal. 41.3+ Haſt thou ſleep ? ( which is the nurſe 6f nature, the 

parentheſis of all thy cares and griefes, ) he rocks thee aſleepe 

every night ; and as he gives thee a houſe, ſo he gives thee ref 

It is God keepes off thoſe gnatts of diſtraRing cares,and eriefes, 

and thoughts,and terrors of conſcience, would buz about a man, 

and keep one continually waking. And when thou ſleepeſt, 
thy fleepe pleaſant to thee ? Go i makes it ſo. Halt thou clothes 

to cover thy nakedneile ? reade old .xcobs Indentures,Gen.28. 20, 

and thou ſhalt ſee by them whoſe finding they are at; if Thou * 
Wilt give me rayment , that is one of his conditions mentioned, 
Yea, doe thy cloathes Keep thee warme ? even this is attributed 

to him, 70b 37.17. He fills thee, feeds thee , reads thy rable, 
ſerves thee,fills thy cup, as David deſcribes his goodneſſe, P[a.24.5. 
and gives thee thy meat in dre ſeaſon ; and hath not failed thee 1 

meales meat, but thou haſt had it at thy appointed time, as Job' 
ſpeaks. And haſt thou health ? which is the ſale to all theſe bleſ. 

ſings, ( without which thou wouidſt ſay , how hadſt »s pleaſure in 
them ) He is the God of thy health, and keeps off diſeaſes. Exe.15. 
26. T will put none of theſe diſtaſes on thee ; I am the Lord Who 
healeth_ thee ; that is, preſerve thee from them which elſe would 
ſeize on'thee. And theſe mercies he vouchſafeth unto you that ' 
are the pooreſt, and load you with theſe and the like benefits every 
Aa ; 


"Ba haſt thou Riches added to theſe, and abundance ? The bleſ- 
fing of God maketh rich, Prov. 10.22, Though thou had(t chem by 
birth , yet he made thoſe friends, and parents of thine , but 
feoffees in trult for thee : they were no more, it was God who 
bequeathed them, Eccl. 2, laſt, Or whether thui: 3? got them 
ſince by thine owne induſtry, it is he gives thee power to get 
wealth, Dent. 8.18.Prov.12.24. and out of a ſmall eſtrie makrth 
men great,fob 8.7, It is he by his providence hath tiopt inc ſe- 

cret 
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cret iſſues and draines of expence, at which other mens eſtates 

' runne out ; hath ſtopt 7har hole in the botteme of the bag , as the 
Prophet ſpeaks. And with theſe riches hath he given thee a heart 
to uſe them. This,as IT is a farther mercy, Eccleſ.5:19.and cha.6.2, 
ſo alſo from him,as it 1s noted there, | | 

Or haſt thou crerr ( which is better than riches ? ſo ſayes Sole- 
mon, Prov.22.1.) it is God who gives it, not thy wiſdom, parts, 
or worth : Eccl.9.11. favonr is not alwaies to men of s4ll « that is, 
not acceptation of what they doe, without a farther bleſfing 
from God. Therefore beſides the gift of wi/dome, he gave a fur- 
ther promiſe of honorr alſo unto Selowen , 2 Chron. 1.11, Itis 
God who faſhions mens opinions. The Apoltle prayes to God 
bs ſervice might be accepted of the Saints, though no ſervice was 
like to be more acceptable ; for it was the gathering and bringing 
in of almes and reliefe to them. TItis he rules mens tongues, bids 
men blefle, as well as he bade Shimei'carſe : and he hath kept thee 

"from ſuch grofſe ſinnes, which as flies, wonld have patrified the 
wntment of rhy good name , who alſo conceales thoſe thou: haſt 
committed, and hides thee from the ſtrife of tongwes,fob 5.21. 

Haſt thou friends, or doe any love thee ? ( wherein much of 
the comfort of our lives coniilts , and therefore David fayes of 
Jonathan, 2 Sam. 1.26. T hou wert pleaſant to me ) it is God who 
gives favour in mers eyes , So he did Foſeph, Gene39.21. If any 
man or ct eature doth thee a kindnelle , he toucheth their hearts, 
(as it is ſaid of the men who clave to Saxl ) and viſits for thee ; 
He made the e/£g yprians beyond all reaſon the 1/raclites friends, 


gave them favour in their eyes, as the text tels us. And hence. 


Gen. 33.10. Jacob ſayes, He ſaw the face of God, in reconciled 
Eſa face, for Gods favour appeared in his look. He pur you 
into your callings, ranks, and ſtations, gives you all your skill, 
fucceſſe in them ; The meaneſt of trades, to ſow, and plowgh, and 
 threſh, they are fro the Lordgwho ts wonderfull in working, (Eſay 28. 
from the 23. tothe end ) even as web as the skill of the moſt 
arious Ingraver, Limbner,or Embroyderer (as of Bezaleel) the 
Scripture ſayes, God was his Maſter, taught him, Haſt thou en- 
lrged parts and gifts. for higher imployments > it is not thy 


Prov.z2.1, 


Gen.33.10s 


brth, or age hath 2cquircd them unto thee : me 32.8.9, Great Job2.8.9.. 


men are not alwayes viſe , therefore it goes not by birth ; »or have 
| the 


ct. 


os 
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Adts 14.17. 


$ Eccleſ.8.11. . 


the aged alwayes underſtanding , it goes not onely by experience } 
but zt 55 the inſpiration of the Almighty. And haſt a calling anſwer. 
able to thy parts, to be a Scholler , and have thy mind enriched 


and enobled with the beſt and choiſeſt jewell the world hath, 


wiſdome and knowledge; whereby the minde is elevated as much 
above other mens as they are above beaſts > God hath beene thy 
great T ater, The mind of man i Gods Candle, and he maketh wiſer 


than a mans teachers, as he did Moſes in Egyptian learning, Da. - 


ziel, David. | 
To conclude, haſt thou comfort in all theſe ? in riches, learn. 
ing, credit, wife, children, meat , drink , &c, He puts inall 
the ſugar , delightand pleaſure that eſpecially depends on him ; 
even to faſhion the heart to all theſe. As ayre lights not without 
the Sunne , nor wood heats not without fire ; ſo neither doth 
thy condition comfort thee without God. And therefore 4; 
14.17. it is faid, He filled their hearts,as With food, fo with plaineſſe. 
And beſides all theſe, conſider the many peculiar paſſages and 
turnings of his providence towards thee for thy good ; the work. 


- ing of things together, ever and anon to doe thee a good turne, 


the packing and plotting all for thee , better than thou couldſt 
have plotted for thy ſelfe ; as thy relief in many ſtraights ſuccelle 
in-maby bufinefles ; He workes all eur workes tn 11 and for us, 2 
Eſay ſpeaks, Eſay 26.hath he not taken ſuch ſpeciall care and pro- 


vidence of thee, as if he had regarded no man elſe in the world? 


And now-when thou haſt conſidered all , bethink thy ſelfe 
withall alittle of thy dealings towards him : what have been the 
effects and fruits of all this goodnefle ? hold up thy head man, 
Jooke God jn the face, It is well yet, that ſhame begins to cover 
thee. How hath that his patience and long ſuffering, vouchſafing 
thee ſpace to repent, wrought with thee? how nigh co repentance 
-harh ir brought thee ? Such is the perverſeneſle of mans nature, as 
Solomon tels us,Eccleſ. 8. 11. that becanſe ſentence againſt an evil 
work us not preſently executed, therefore the hearts of the ſons of men 
are fully ſet to do evil:BecauſcGod defers puni(}+--2 tacy defer re- 
.penting;thou thinkeit to ſpend the molt precious of tay time and 
ſtrength in ſinning,and give God the dregs, che boit ume, the laſt 
ſands, thy dotage, which thy very ſelf and friends are weary of, 
and all thefe beings and comforts which God hath vouchiated 
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thee , how haſt thou uſed them againſt him ? This oyle which 
ſhould have been fucll co thy thankfulneſſe, hath encreaſed the 
fire of thy lults, and thy [us have conſumed them all,. Fam. 4. 
The riches he hath given, thou haſt made jdols of, and ſacrificed 
thy deareſt, morning, daily thoughts and affeRions unto , as 
God complaines, Ez+k. 16.from the x5.and ſo on : | His meat} 
(asat the 29. verl. he calls it ) thou facrificed(t to thy belly, Which 
thu haſt made thy God ; thy (trength to women : the wealth be 
hath given you, you have made uſe of , but to live at a high rate 
of ſinning , and co procure the ſweetelt bits, the dainticſt and 
- moſt coſtly ſinnes ; The edge of that ſword of power God hath 
put into thy hand, thou haſt turned againſt him and his, haply 
bottſhis Children and Miniſters ; ſo that God, by giving thee 
all theſe, hath but made thee more able to offend him, and hath 
Rrengthned an enemy ,zand by ſparing thee thus long hath but 
made thee more bold to doe it ; all his mercies bave but fortified 
thy heart againſt him ; Doe ye requite the Lord thus , ye fouliſh pec- 
ple and unkind? as Moſes expoſtulates the caſe, Dent. 32.6.5 Chrilt 
faid to the Jewes, For which of all my good workes ave ye ſtone me ? 
So ſay Ito yon, for which of all his mercics is it, ye ſin againſt 
'bim ? what, to fight againſt him with his owne weapons ? to be- 
fray all he gives you into the devills , his enemies hands ? What 
miquity d:d you ever finde in him, thus to deale ? God will one day 
thus expoſtulate his cauſe with you , and heape coales of fire upon 
all jour heads, ( if that you turne not ) becauſe you have renared 
him evill for good : and all theſe mercies thus abuſed , will be as 
ſo many coales to make hell fire the hotter. And to reaſon this 
point yet further with you out of the Text, and what arguments 
it will afford to work upon you. 
Conſider, firſt, what it is thou doeſt ; whileſt thns thou goeſt 


on, thou art a Deſpi/er of the Riches of hts goodneſſe : that which 
is Oppoſite to goodneſle , muſt needs be tranſcendently evill.. | 


What , art thow evil, becauſe God ts good ? and ſo much the more 
evil, by how much more he is good , ſurely there muſt needs be 


a0 unexhauſted treaſure of wickedneſle in thee , which will alſo 


. Eaule in the end a treaſure of wrath in him , what and fin againſt ' 

' mercy, patience, long ſuffering, added to goodnefle ? of all at- 

- tridures, as the richeſt to the moſt glorious: for it is that he 
RT a glories 


Deur.z 2.6, 
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x Sam, 2.25. 


Eſay 7.13. 
; - Hol11.6, 


Mat. 5.46. 


Elay 1. 


glories in:in the abuſing of which therefore he thinks himſelf moſt 

debaſed : of all attributes the tenderelt : what , kick againſt þ;; 
bowels ? ſo are his mercies called : canſt hit him no where elſe bur 
there ? to deſpiſe a mans wiſdom, power, learning, is not ſo much 
as to deſpiſe his love ; what canlt thou imagine will become of 
thee, when thou commet to die ? what is it thou wilt then come 
to plead and cry for 2 O mercy , mercy ; why wretch that thou 
att, it is mercy thou haſt ſinned againlt. Riches of mercy and 
patience abuſed , turnes into fary, I may allude to that ſpeech, 
1 Sam. 2.25. If a man ſinne againſt his brother , the 7aadge ſhalt 
judge him ; but if againſt God , who ſhall plead for him -? So had 
thou ſinned againſt any other attribute,Mercy might have plead. 


ed for thee ; but if againſt Mercy it ſelfe,who ſhall 


Well, if thou gocſt on thus to doe fo ſtill, chou haſt a hard 
heart ; it argues the greateſt hardneſſe of all other ; that is the 
ſecond. Youuſe not ( however it comes to paſſe ) to deale thus 
with the worſt of men , ſinners like to your ſelves ; but to them 
that love you, you tender love again, Zxke 6.33, and will you deal 
ſo with God ? 1s it a ſmall thing to weary men, but you muſt wear 
Ged alſo ? fayes Eſay, 7. 13. He thought it infinitely lefle to abule 
men than God ; but you carry your ſelves as men, to men, but as 
devills towards God ; herein ye have not the hearts of men in 
you ; not principles of common humanity, whereby ye differ 
from beaſts ; The cords of love are called the cords of a man, Hoſ.11, 
6. the ſpirit of man breakes , melts under kindneſſe ; beaſts in- 
deed ye uſe to prick with goades, but the cords of a man arethe 
cords of love; no principle being more deeply engraven in mens 
hearts than this, ts do good to theſe Who doe good to you, Mat, 5.46. 
Nay,would ye had herein yet the hearts of beaſts ; The O:xe knows 
hi owner, the Aſſe his maſters crib, bat my people have rebelled i 
cainft me. A fanne ſo much againſt nature, that he calls upon 
thoſe creatures, who have fio more than meere nature in them, 
viz. the heavens to ſtand aſtoniſht at it, But as nature elevated by 
grace rifeth higher than it ſelfe ; ſo being poyſoned with fin, it 
is caſt below it ſelf;fins againſt it ſelf, and the principles which are 
begotten in and with it ſelfe ; if it were not fo, how were it pol- 
ſible thou ſhouldeſt hate him, who never did thee hurt ? and go 0 


ro wound him, who weepeth over thee ? and deſpiſe that in = 
| molt, __ 
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moſt,which ſeeks to ſave thee?and load him with ſins? Ames 2.13, Amos 2.13., 


who loades thee daily with his mercies, P/al. 68. 19. 

There is a third conſideration the text ſuggeſts, to ſhew the 
fexrfulneſle of thy ſinne in this reſpe&; and that is, that thou 
goeſt on every minute (inning and in impenitency , by deſpiſing 
his goodnefſe, to treaſure up wrath againſt the day of wrath ; 
to ſinne againſt mercy, of all other encreaſeth wrath ; thou 
muſt pay treaſures ; for treaſures ſpent. As thou laviſhly ſpen- 
deſt riches of mercy , ſo God will recover riches of glory out 
of thee : God will not loſe by thee , but will reckon with thee 
in wrath for every offer of patience ſpent ; for every ſand of 
long ſuffering that runnes out , he drops in a drop of wrath 
into his Vialls, and it will prove a treafure, ſach a treafure as 
ſhall bring in an eternall revenue of glory unto God , of all his 

ory loſt , and riches ſpent , with advantage ; ſuch a treaſure, as 
will aske an eternity of time to be ſpent upon thee, Ihd yet 
be never emptied or made lefle ; and the longer thou goelt on, 
thegreater heap it will ſwell unto, And doſt thou know and 


conſider how faſt this treaſure fills, and how much the longer 


thougoeſt on to adde to it, ſtill the more thou addeſt, ſtill the laſt 
yeere more then all the yeers before ? every minutes impenitency 
adding to this heap and ſumme, as new figures added in a ſumme 
uſe to doe ; the firſt is but one, the ſecond makes it ten, the third 
an hundred, the fourth a thouſand, and what a ſimme will this 
grow to? 

Ay but thou wilt ſay,Tuſh,I am in proſperity, in healthwealth, 
and eafe, and to day ſhall be as to morrow , and much more a- 
bundant, E/ay 56. 12. Well, but fourthly , conſider out of the 

text, that there will come a day at laſt , the morrow whereof 
Will bea day of wrath : It is treaſuring up now,but is not brought 
forth till che day of wrath, till which day thou mayeſt goe on 
and proſper , as Feb giving us the reaſon why wicked men pro- 
ſper here, ſayes, Chap. 21. They are reſerved to the day of Wraths, 
inthe plurall, becauſe treaſures are laid up againſt then ; thou art 
yet ſpared, becauſe thy finnes are not yet full , and chat treaſure 
s not full , as the ſinnes of the e Amorites were not ; and all this 
thy preſent proſperitie fits thee but for hell. So Rom. 9. 22, they 


ſo 


are ſaid to be veſlells fitted for deſtruttion, by long ſuffering, And - 
N 2 
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2 Pet.s. 3. 


2 Thcſ.5. 


ſo Nahum tels us, they are but as ſtubble laid out in the Snnneq © 
drying, till it be fully dry, Nah 1.10. chat it may burne the bet. | 
ter ;and like grapes that are let to hang in the Sunſhine till they | 
be ripe, Rew. 15. 16, and ſo thou for the wizepreſſe of Gods wrath, 
But thy ſenſelefle heart may hap to ſay , I ſee no ſuch thing, 
and theſe are but threats, I thinke fo ; therefore it is ſaid in the 
Text, that it is a Trea/wre ; which, as Treaſures uſe to be, is hid | 
til] that day comes, and then revealed, as the words have it. For 
though thou ſeeſt not this day a comming , yet God who fits in 
heaven , ſees thy day a comming, as Davia ſayes , P/al. 37, 13. þ 
who is therefore ſaid to ſee it, becauſe himſelf ſees it not ; andit | 
's comming faſter than thou art aware of it, 2 Per. 2.3. Damnation | 
ſlumbereth not, though thou dreameſt not of it ; /igreth not : asan | 
hue and cry, it is ſent out, and is on its courſe, and will in the end | 
overtake thee, and that when thou leaſt thinkeſt of it, as a theefe 
in the night , when thou art afleepe, yet dreameſt not of it, 


2 Theſ.5. when thou art lealt prepared for it, as in the old world, 
\when they were eating and drinking : as God watcheth when his 


childe is at the beſt and ripeſt, and then takes him ; ſo he will 
watch thee to take thee for thy negle, at the worlt , and give | 
thee haply no time to prepare ; they goe downe to hell in a mo- Þ 
ment, 7P/al.73-9. Y 


FINIS. 


